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66965 
Decision No. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In th~ Matter of the Application of ) 
The Atchison, Tope~ and Santa Fe ) 
Railway Com?any (Coast Lines), ) 
California t.;rcstcrn Railroad, Grc.:lt ) 
Northern Railway Company, Northwestern) 
Pacific Railroad Company, South~rn ) 
Pacific Company, Union Pacific ) 
Railroad Company, The \-7cstern Pacific ) 
Railroad Company by E. B. Padrick, ) 
Agent, for authority to publish ) 
certain increased rates and charges ) 
applying in connection with the ) 
transportation of baggage and other ) 
articles and property and to publish ) 
other changes as outlined herein. ) 

------------------------------~) 

OPINION --_ ..... _----

Application No. 46146 
(Filed January 24, 1964) 

By this application various railroads seek authority to 

make increases in certain of their rates, Charges and tariff 
1/ 

provisions for the transportation of baggage and related property.-

The following is a summary of the ~roposed increases which are set 
27 

out in detail in the application.-

1.1 

1. On bicycles, cots and invalid chnirs returned 
without occupants, and saddles, establish a 
minimum charge based on a weight of 50 pounds 
and a minimum collection of $1.00. 

2. On stretchers ret'J.med without occ'lpants, 
establish a ~inimum charge baced on a weight 
of 25 pounds and a minimum collection of $1.00. 

The railroads involved are TEe Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railway Company, California Weste~ Railroad, Great Northern 
Railway Company, Northwestern Pacific Railr~ad Company, 
Southern Pacific Company, Union Pacific Railroad Company and 
The Western Pacific Railroad Company_ 

1/ Applicants also propose reduction in rates for which Commission 
authority is not required if made on thirty days' notice. 
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3. On dogs, small household pets and unoccupied 
portalungs, establish a minimum collection of 
$1.00. 

4. Increase the minimum collection on compressed 
g~ses, wlotion pict'.!res and eme=:gency shipments 
o~ bio:ogicals ar.~ merchandise from 75 cents 
to $1.00 and on burial cases from $3.00 to $5.00. 

5. Increase th~ minimum collection under excess 
b~ggage rates from 38 cents to $1.00. 

6. In connection with furnishing kitchen baggage 
ca~s ~.,ithout additional charges for military 
cadres, increase the mintmum personnel 
requirement from 27 to 31 persons. 

7. Eliminate various items as vroperty handled 
as bagg~ge including miners packs, children's 
sledS, fireworks, hair dryers) sample radios 
and record players) and certain perishable 
foodstuffs. 

8. Substitute "baby carts lC for children's "go
carts" as articles of baggage. 

9. Mp.k~ certain char.ges ot a i~m{t~~ ft[fUre Iil 
pr.OV1s'1<?'ns P~'r~~:.l.l.d1,'\g to semple baggage, 
redemp~lOn O~ tlr.~ets and h~nd11ns of c~a~ms. 

The proposed increas~s arc identical with those made 

effective J~nuary l. 1964, on interst~te traffic and on intrastate 
traffic in ~ost western stat€s except California. 

allege that they have Qxperienced continually rising costs in 

recent years. As exa~ples, wages of employees, including passenger 

service employees ~ h.;:,v~ incr.'case1 abo"ott 21 !:,~rcent from 1957 

through 1962. For the same period, fringe benefits paid to 

railroad employees have materially incr-eased. Applicants further 

allege that the proposed increases are necessary to more nearly 

meet the increased costs of operation and will only partially 

offset these costs. 
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The proposed increases in minimum collections to $1.00, 

it is alleged, would affect only a very small portion of the 

baggage traffic. For example, it is stated that the Southern 

Pacific Company handled only 19 pieces of baggage during July 1963 

and 23 pieces during September 1963 at $1.00 or less. 

According to the application, miners' packs are obsolete 

and are sought to be eliminated as baggage because there are no 

requests for handling this type of baggage. Tbe elimination of 

other items as baggage is sought because of the fragile or 

perishable nature of such items or because the items are not 

essential parts of passengers' baggage. 

The application states that there are no particular 

organizations or groups moving within California that regularly 

request the service for which adjustments in rates are proposed 

herein. 

Based upon the application, the Commission finds that 

the sought increases are justified. The application should be 

granted. A public hearing is not necessary. 

It IS ORDERED that: 

1. Applicants are authorized to establish the increased 

rates, rules and regulations as proposed in Application No. 46146. 

Tariff publications authorized to be made as a result of the order 

herein may be made effective not earlier than thirty days after the 

effective date hereof on not less than thirty days' notice to the 

Commission and to the public. 
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2. The authority herein granted shall expire unless eXQrc1sed 

within ninety days after the effective date of this order. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dnted/t __ San ___ F_rn_n_c_~~ __ o _____ , California, this 

day orJlJr!O~/:) t 1964. 
i 

z-r4 /-

CoiliDlss loner s 

Comrni~S~Or.01" Z'l(\r~tt C. Mc!{c~eo. bo!.n; 
n'~ccs~:;:' ~"': ': '" .'" .. :- "" f " ~~ :'7 .. ~-:~::"tic1,n~~~ 
'r: tr.t"' L.:. .... ;)~ ~~ .. ~,~,: .• '.'. :~: .. :'~ :;::-vCQ..J~~.1.:~ .. 
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