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De~ision ~!o iI _.....;6"'7..:-::.3,O;.:.~...:7 __ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIL!TIES COMMISSION OF !HE STATE OF CALIFORNL~ 

Application of the CI'tY OF ROmmR! ) 
PARK for a ~ublic szadc crossing ) 
ovc~ tb~ NORTdWESTERN PACIFIC RAIL- ) 
ROAD at Wil=rcd Avenue in the City ) 
of ~ohnext P~rk~ County of Son~mz. 

Applicz~ion No. 46017 
(Filee. December 4., 1963) 

Richord B~ M2~ell) for applicantft 
Ran~oipE Ka=r ~na Harold tent~, for Northwestern 

Pecific Railrocd C'ompany, p:otcstan'c: .. 
G~07.~C D~ Moe, for tbe Sta:c D~partment of Public 

W6:ks ane-Robe:t A. Rchb~r , for the County of 
Sono~a, intcreste ~art~~s. 

Kenneth G~ Sode~lund) for the Commission staff. 

INTERIM OPINION 

The City of RobneTt Park r~quests authority to construct 

G public grade crossi~: over the Northwestern Pacific Railroad 

Company tracks at Wilfred Avenue in said city. The applicaeion was 

amended on March 26, 1964, by adding the following allegation: 

t~!hat the parties aore not in agx-eement 8S to 
apportionment of eosts~ but the applic3nt is 
willing to advance ~bc amount of money reasonably 
neces$a~ to en.sble the oresponden'!: to complete 
the wor!~ which must be done by ito It is 
requested that the proceedings under this 
~pp~ie~tion be conducted in accordance witb the 
provisions of Scct:ion 1202.1 of the Public 
Utilities ,Code of the State of california.,u 

Public hearings were beld in Rohnert Park on Ma~cb 25 and 

26, and April 7, 1964. Prior to the receipt of evidence, protestant 

railroad company ~de an oral motion to require tbe joinder of the 

County of St'..t.:l0l:£l .0.:£0. the nepc'ri:mOnt of l?~bl!.e WoX'l~, S~ot¢ of 

California, so that they could be required to share in the cost of 

construction and ~intenancc. 
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Thereafter on ~rch 31, 1964, said protestant filed said 

~otion in ~~itten form with the Co~ssion together With a notice 

of motion re~uc$ting an investigation, ret~rnablc at the April 7, 

1964 hearing. At the hearings evidence was ree~ivcd as to: (8) the 

necessity of the project; (b) tbe approval of the location and 

pla~> including provisions for handling traffic during construction 

and tbe wo~k to be performed by each party; and (c) the sum neccs­

$a~ to be advanced by applicant for the work to be done by pro-

testant. 

On April 7, 1964, the matter was submitted on tbp. issues 

as to the necessity for the project, the approval of ~ae location 

~nd plans, the provisions for h~ndling traffic during construction 

and the work to be perfo~ed by each party. The issue of apportio~­

:ent of costs and any determin~tion as to protestant's m~tions ~ore 

reserved for later bearing and decision by the C~~ssion_ 

the City of Rohnert Park socks authority eo construet a 

public crOSSing at grade at a new street to be nq.med Wilfred Avenue 

over protestant's tracks at a location which is presently a private 

uni~provcd crossing. This, together with th~ improvement of 

Wilfred Avenue on both sides of the tracks will provide the first 

access by tbe public to·~ public golf course whicb is expected to 

be operational in September of this year. It will also provide tbe 

only improved access to the eastern portion of the city> wbich is 

otherwise ready for subdiviSion, from tbe western portion where some 

3,800 people reside and where the business section ef the city and 

the City Hall arc located. It is expeeted that as soon as the 

crossing is constructed its use by the public will rcqui:e protce­

t~on witb Quto~tie signals. 
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According ~o proteseant's evidence tbe total construction 

cost of ~he crossing upon its right-of-w~7 amounts ~o $lO,550~ 

Protesta~t also proved tbat by a :~thcr devious :outc, la:gely 

outside tbe city li~ts, and the const:uctio~ by tbe city of a new 

highway of approximately 2,300 feet from the north, the public could 

reacb the area witho~t erossi~g the tr~c!(S. Access is also possible 

from the e~st, but this possible route would require more road 

eOn$truction and would not be convenient for future residents 

or p~t:o~ of the golf courscG 

':the evidence was uncontradicted. that 3 grade separation' 

at this point is infeasible. Protes~antts expert testified that 

the crossing sbould be at least 40 £ce~ of pavce road and that the 

protcctio~ should consist of two Standa:d No. e Crossing Signalc 

(General Order No. 75-~) supplemented with e'r'10 such add::'::i.onal 

sigcals on cantilever arms. Protestan: introduced evid~nce to show 

that the protection above described would be needed as soon as the 

crossing wo~ld be opened and that its cost would be $10,550 if 

constructed by the railroad company. No evidence was introduced 

which would justify tbe use by the public of this crossiDg prior 

to thc installation of the above-described protection. Conse­

quently, there is no evidence which would require the Commission to 

~ke provisions for bandli~g highway traffic during construction. 

Based upon ~he evidence of record the Commission ~kes the 

following findings and conclusions: 

Findin~s of Fact 

1. Tbecrossing ae grade of Wilfred Avenue and the tracks oz 
Nortb~estern Pacific Railroad Company in the City of Robnert Park 

at Mile Post 48.52 is ~equircd by public convenience and necessi~ 
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and this ~eed is the result of the normal, pl~nncd and expected 

growth of said city. 

2. The City of Rohnert Pa:k ~nd Northwestern Pacific Rail:oad 

COQP~ny have been unable to ~gree as to appo:tionment of costs 

required for the com~lction of the work which m~$t be done by tbe 

protc$t~nt r~ilro~d 3S hereinafter o~dcrcdo 

3. !be opening of the aoove-described grade crossing ~nd the' 

work required to be performed by s~id protestant is immediately 

necessary. 

L:.. The Corm:nission approves the location of the crossing :-.:t 

said Mile Post 48.52 4~d the plans for construction as dc~cribed 

by protestant at the bearings herein. As the public will not be 

permitted to use this crossing prior to the completion of i~talla­

tion of signal protection as above described and prior to the 

completion of all other construction, no provision need be made for 

handling st:eet tr~ffic during construction of the work to be 

performed. 

5. ~e sum to be advanced by applicant to protestant for 

such work ~unts to $lO~550. 

Conclusions of Law 

1. An i~tcrim oroer should now be issue~ authorizing the 

construction of the crOSSing, and orderi~g the above-described 

signal protection. 

2. Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company sbould be ordered 

to proceed i~diate17~ upon receipt of the sum of $lO~550 from 

the City of Rohnert Park> to integrate the work with that of 

applicant or its contractor in such ~nner tb~t neither will 

unreasonably obstruct or delay the ~ork of the other to the end 
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that the peop~c of the State of California ~y h.:vc the I:SC of tb~ 

p~ojcct 2t tbe earliest pos~ible dote. 

3. The Commi$sio~ should ~~scrve for later hearing and 

decision tbe ~ttcrs of appo~tioning costs ~r.d disposition of 

p~otc$tant'~ motions. 

IT IS ORDERED ~h~~ :he Ciey of Rohnert Park is be:eby 

autborized to construct Wilfred Avenue at grade ac:oss the tr2.cks 

of Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company in said city, at the 

locatio~ desc:ibed in App~i¢ation No. 46017, to be identified as 

Crossing No. 5-480 50 Applic~n~ City shall initially baor tbe 

entir2 construetion cost and shall immeciately advance to said 

railroad company the s~ of $10,550. Applicant shall bear all 

~ainte~nec costs outside of lines two feet outside of the rails. 

Width of crossing shall be not less tban forty feet and grades of 

approach not g~eat~r than six percent. 

IT IS FURIl3~ ORDERED tba~ Northwestern Pacific ~ilro~d 

Co~any shall proceed, without delay, upon receipt of tb~ sum of. 

$10,550 to be advsnced by applicent to p~rform the work to be do~e 

by it, 'eo integrate st:!ch worl~ with that of Zbc c~licant, or ;;:::y 

contractor in connection witc the construction of Wilfred Avenue 

in such manner th~~ neith~r will unreasonably obstruct or ~elay 

the work of the other to the cnd th~t tbe people of the S~~tc ~~y 

h~ve the use of tbe project at the e~rlie$t ?ossiblc catc~ 

Constr~etiou sball be equcl or superior to Standard No~ 2.0£ 

General O=der No~ 72. Protection sball be by two St~ndard No. 8 

crossing sign~ls (Cencral Order ~!o" 75-B) supplemented with ewo 
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such additional signals on cantilever arms. Maintenance and 

co~truction costs of crossing protection herein ordered or the 

allocation thereof shall be as provided by future order of this 

Commission after hearing if requested by protestant railroad company 

or applicant or some other party within one year after the effective 

date bereof. 

Within thirty days after completion pursuant to this 

order, applicant sball so advise the Commission in writing. This 

authorization sball expire if not executed within one year unless 

time be extended or if tbe above provlsioDS are not complied with. 

The effective date of this order sball be twenty days 

after the date hereof. n 
~ /VIA 

Dated at __ -.-lS:~:\~n....:F .. 'ro.:.lo' n~:::r .... ·!3IMlCQ"",,"-__ , California, this __ 0 __ 

day of ___ :_JU_N_E ____ , 1964 .• 

COmml. oners . 


