Decision No. 67353

BEFORE TilE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSICN OF TUE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Meerer of the Application of )

the City of Santa Paula, County of )

Ventura, for Permiscion to Ralocate ) Application No. 45592
a Crossing at Grzde over the Tracks ) i
of the Southern Pacific Compeny at ) (Filed July 9, 1253)
Crossing No. 2E-413.3 oz Cameron )
Street iIn the City of Santa Paula, )
County of Ventura, State of Caiifornia )

),

W._Paul Watts, for applicant.

£. V. Yeomans, for Southern Pacific
Company, interested party.

William 7. Hibbaxd, for the Commission
staif,

OPIXLOY

3y the above-cntitled application the City of Santa
Paulia requests an order authorizing the relocation of a crossing
at grade over the tracks of the Southern Pacific Company at Mile-
post No. 413.2.

The Commissioa issued its cx parte Decision Neo. 66448
~on This application on Decewber 10, 19563. The decision, among
other things, required thas protection at the ¢rossing should be
by two Stancaxd Ne. £ flashing lighkt signals (General Orzder
No. 75-2).

The City petitioned for a hearing on this matter, its
¢ontention being that the flashing light signals are unnecessary.

- Tne Commission reopened this matter for public hearing by an order,
dated Mexrch 24, 1964, and a public hearing was held before Examiner

Rogere in Santa Paula om April i3, 1964.
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The situction ic depicted on a map attached to the
application. This map shows that Cameron Street, from the north
~to the south, mckes a sharp turn to the east and ends at Main
Street, approximately 30 feet south of the railroad crossing.,

| The proposcd zealignment would simply comtinue Camerom Street at
approximately a 9CO angle across the Southern Pacific Company
single line of track to its intersees=ion with Main Street at
approximately a 900 angle. At the present time there is o boule-
vard stop sign for traffic ertering Main Strees from Cameron Street.

There awe two trains per day on this rail line, one in
each direction. These trains are limited to 15 miles an hour by
city ordinance. The only other use of the track is as a bypass
in the event the coast line ic blocked, and this happens, it is
cstimated, once in every four ox five years.

The applicant's witness stated that the City has a popu-
lazion of 15,000 at present and that an average of 2,500 to 3,000
veiicles use Cameron Street across the track each 24 hours. The
witnese estimated that this traffic could g0 up to 6,000 venicles
per day in 1980 when the population of the ¢illy incrcases to an
estimated 25,000 to 50,000.

The record basis for the requirement of Standard No. &
£lashing light signals is a ietter, dated November 5, 1963, from
the Southern Pocific Company stating that the Wo. & flashing light
cignals would be justified at tha crossing; At the hearing herecin
the Southern Pacific Company's witness stated that in his opinion
‘the No. 8 fiashing light signals are unnecessary, and that the

reflectorized crossing protection is adeguate.
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A staff witness testified in support of the requirement
of two Wo. 8 flashing light signals. e based his recormendation
on the facts, among others, that the visibility is partially
restricted; thet the vehicular traffic is, for this area, heavy;
that the area is developing; and that at a new crossing to the east
of Cameron Street two Stamdard No. 8 flashing lights were required..

Upon the record heresin the Commission £inds that:

1. The speed of trains, infrequency of trains on the track
involved, and the present volume of vehicular traffic on Cameron
Street remdex Standard No. 8 flashing light ¢rossing protection
UNnecessary.

2. 3tandard No. 1 crocsing signals completely reflectorized
will provide adequate protection at the crossing.

Upon the foregoing findings the Commission concludes that
Decision No. 66448, dated December 10, 1963, in Application

No. 45592, should be modified to read as set forth in the order

herein.
ORDER

IT I35 ORDERET that:
L. The Ciry of Santa Paula is hereby authorized to construct
Camexon Street at grade across the Santz Paula Branch of the
Southemn Pacific Company at the location described in the applica~

tion, to be identified as Crossing No. BE-413.2, in the City of

Santa Paula, County of Ventura.
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2. Applicant shall bear the 2ntire comstruction cxpernse,
also maintenance cost outside of lines two feet outside of rails.
The Southern Pacific Company shall bear maintenance cost between

such lines.

3. Width of the crossing shail be 40 feet in accordancs

“with plan attached to the application, and grades of approach

not greater than six poweent. Construction shall bde cqual ox

superior to Standzzd No. 2 of Gemeral Order No. 72. Protection

- shall b2 »y two Standard No. 1 eross arms {(General Jrder No. 75-3),

relflectorized.

4. Upen coupletion of Crossing No. ZE~413.2, the existing

crossing of Cameron Straet (Crossing MNo. BE-413.2) shall be

physically cbandoned and closed.

5. Vithin thirety daye ofter completion, pursuant to this

order, zpplicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. This

‘authorization shell expire if mot oxercised within onme year unless

time be extended or if the edove conditions are not complied with.

Authorization may be revoked or modified if public convenience,

necessity or safety so require.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dazed at San Trapclsce » Califormia, this /ﬁ'_%

Comthissioners




