
Decision No. 67430 
--~------------

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STAU OF CALIFORJ.UA 

In the Matter of the Applic~tion of ) 
SO~~ PACIFIC COMPA~~ for ~UthOritY~ 
to discontinue agency at COTTONV100D, 
County' of Shasta7 S~te. of Californ1a 7 
and to meintain said station as a ) 

Application No. 46311 
(Filed ~rcb 247 1964) 

Class A nonagency station. ) 
) 

Randolpb Karr and Harold S. l.entz7 for applicant. 
TJ" C. Smith and George L. Morrow, for Cottonwood 

Chamber of COtcmerce and the Order of Railway 
!elegrapber~,protcst8nts. 

Kenneth G. SO<:lerlund7 for the Commission stszf. 

OPINION 
---~-----

!his application wa s heard before Examiner Rowe at 

Cottonwood en May 13, 1964, on which date it was submitted. 

Copies of the application and the notice of hcaringwcre served 

in accordance wieb the Commission's procedural rules. 
. 

Applicant requests authorization to discontinue its 

agency at Cottonwood,. Shasta CountY7 California. !be company 

produced five witnesses who testified the agent: is no longer 

needed at this point and that the public can 'be better served 

from the nearby agency at Anderson. Anderso:l is five miles 

distant and there the company has an agent and three industrial 

clerks. A clerk will go by automobile to Cottonwood each morning 

and afternoon to service the shippers and to Y':cpare .and deliver 

bills of lading and other required doeuments~ make damage inspec­

tions and perform all other necesS3ry servi.ces. !be .agent at 
Cottonwood presently spends about one bour per day performing 

his work although applicant must pay b~ for the eight hours be 

is required to be on duty. Because this is no longer .a train 
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order station the agent bas no responsibility or function with 

regard to the movement of ~he trains. No passenger trains stop 

at this sta~ion. As stated~ about one hour ~ily is actually 

spent in perfo~nce of agent's duties and tbebalaoce in the 

performance of work for other companies such 8S Western Union 

and Pacific Motor trucking Company~ or being 3v~ilable to answer 

questions of customers. 

Protestants7 questioning tbe accuracy of the ~pplieant's 

estimate of the time required in company work7 subpoenaed tbe 

agent, and he testified that during the last few days his duties 

as railway agent occupied approxi~eely fifty minutes or less 

per d.:ly. Tbe company ~1i11 ~eeomp1isb an annual saving of approxi­

mately $6,118, by discontinuing the agency. 

All less-tban-carload freight is moved by Pacific Motor 

Truc!<:ing Company to and from Cottonwood. The railroad transports 

freight only in carload lots in this area. Protestants expressed 

doub~s as to whether an agent at another location five miles 

distant would take the s~me personal interest in the problems 

of Cottonwood. One protestant who occaSionally drove cattle over 

the crOSSing at Cottonwood expressed the view tha~ be would prefer 

to have 'the Cottonwood agent telephone the disp~tcber· Qt R.oseville 

to advise when trains were due~ so he could move his cattle over 

the railroad tracks in safc~y. He conceded it would not be diffi­

cult to· call the Anderson agent without toll for this in£ormati~n7 

but since he went by the Cottonwood station anyh~1 he prcf~rred 

stopping in and having the local agent place the calls for htm. 

!be Commission finds that all ag~ney functions can be 

performed by tbe agency at Anderson without any increase in 

personnel and that public convenience and necessity no longer 
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require the maintenance by Southern Pacific Company of an agency 

at Cottonwoo<i:t and therefore it concludes that tbe application 

should be granted. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Southern Pacific Company is autborized to discontinue its 

agency at Cottonwood, Shasta CountY:t subject to the following 

concli tions: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Southern Pacific Company shall maintain said 
station in a nonagency status for the 
receipt or delivery of freight in any 
quantity> carloads or less. 

T:1ithin one hundred twenty days after tbe 
effective date hereof ancl not less than ten 
days prior to the discontinuance of the 
agency at Cottonwood, Southern Pacific Company 
shall post a notice of such discontinuance at 
the station and, within one bundred twenty days 
~fter the effective date hereof and on not less 
than ten days' notice to the Commission and to 
the public, applicant sball file in duplicate 
amendments to its tariffs showing the change 
autborized herein and sball make reference 
in such notice and tariffs to this decision 
as authority for the changes. In no event 
shall the agent be removed, pursuant to the 
authority hereinabove granted, earlier than 
the effective date of the tariff filings 
required hereunder. 

Within thirty days after discontinuance of 
service as herein authorized:t applicant sba,ll, 
in writing, notify this Commission thereof 
and of compliance with the above conditions. 

The G££ective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at __ ....:I&n=...Fnncl ......... .:.:;;r ... · __ , california, this 

day of ____ ,"""'T!4I.l1N .... f __ ~, 1964. 

CO::m%is~io%2er W11U=: M. Bc:onctt. being 
neee~3nr11y ~b:ont. di4 not ~1c1pa~e 
in the d1~po$1tion of thiz procee~. 
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