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Deci::ion No. 674:68 

BEFORE THE ?OBI-IC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF ':'nE: STATE OF CP.LIPOFu'-!A 

In tho M:ltter of the Investigation ) 
into the rates, ~ule$, regulations, ) 
charges, allow~.ces and practices of ) 
all common carriers .. highwa.y carriers) 
and city carriers relating to the ) 
transportation of fresh or groen ) 
fruits and vegetables ~~d related ) 
items (commodities tor which rates ) 
are provided in Minimum Rate Tariff ) 
No.8). ) 

Ca.::e No. 5~38 
(Petition for· Moditic:ltion 

No. ~5) 
(Filed Jur~ 17 .. 1964) 

OPINION ~'"D ORDER 

Arthur R. Altnow, doing business as Lodi Truck Service, 

holds radial ~~~wny co~on~ highway contract ~~d city c~rier per­

mi ts and highway co:mnon carrier a.~d petroleUl'll ir:-egular route 

carrier certif1cates.1 By this petition, he seeks to have estab-

lished in Minimum Rate T~!tr No. 8 rates $nd charges tor the 

tr~zportation of empty railroad-owned trailers from railheads to 

origin poL~ts of shipments ~~d loa.ded railroad-owned tr~11ers or 

fresh fruits, vegetables, including ~ushrooms, and nuts :.rom such 

origin points to railheads for subzequent moveraont in inters.tate or 
. 2 

foreign commerce on railroad-o~~ed tlnt cars. These rates and 

charges are for dist~ces of 50 miles or.less ~~d apply betwee~ 

points in various counties.3 Petitioner also seeks to publish 

l The hi~~way common carrier certificate authorizes the tr~~porta-
tion o~ general commodities between San Fr~~ciseo Territory .. 
Sacrronento Torritory and Los ~~ele:: Territory and intermediate and 
off-route points subjoct to certain reztrictions. The petrole~~ 
irregular route carrier operations are not involved in this pro­
ceeding. 

2Section 20,3 (0) (6) of the Interstate Commerce Act, 3%Ilong other 
things, exempts from rate regulation by the Interstate Commerco 
Comm1ssion the transportation of a.gricultural commodities by motor 
vehicles if such motor vehicles are not used in· carrying any other 
property tor compensation. 

3Tne counties are A1a..~eda., Butte, Colusa., ContraC<>~ta, El Dora.do, 
Lake, Merced .• Napa., Sacramento, .. San Joaquin, Santa Claro., Santa 
Cruz, Solano, St3.."'lislaus.. Sutter .. Yolo and Yuba. 
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the aforementioned rates and charges in hi:: Local Freight Ts.r1~f 

No .. 1, Cal. P.U.C. No.1. 

Petitioner states that a subst~~tial and regular volume 

of trailers will be moved between each loading point and railhead 

and, except for the initial mov~ent to the loadi~ pOint, a loaded 

trailer should always be ready to be picked up when an empty trailer 

is d~11vered. Petitioner further states that, to the best of his 

knowledge, no other for-hire motor carr1er in California is render­

ing a service similar to that proposed herein. 

Petitioner alleges that the transportation of fresh ~u1ts, 

vegetables and nuts from California to interstate points on ra1l­

road-owned trailers in p1p;gyback service is an 1n..~ovat10n which has 

e7~sted only three or four years. This service has received wide 

public approbat10n and has been expanding as additional equipment 

becomes available. Formerly, shipments were primarily moved from 

packing plant or shed 1n California to 1nterstate pOints by \m-

regulated or ex~pt motor carriers. 

Petitioner asserts that, in performing pickup and delivery 

service tor rail carriers last year, he transported a large vol~e 

of railroad-o~~ed trailers from packing and storage plants and sheds 

tl.~ railheads by agreement \o.1.th the railroads. Due to steadily i:o.-

creasing demands for extension of such service tram pOints outside 

the rail te:-m1nal areas, he hauled 3. limited ::lumber of shipments 

from such pOints to railheads under the rates named in M1nimum 

Rate Tarift No .. 8. Such service proved to be economically in­

feaSible ~~d was discontinued. This latter operation involved sub-. 
stantial and regular movements ~rom packing plants or sheds ~o rail­

heads without waiting, standby~ loading or unloading delays as are 

expected 1n usual transportation services tor which rates are pro­

vided in M1nimum Rate Tari~f No.8. Petit10nor further asserts that 
. such rates are UD2uited for the trgnsportation involved and preclude 
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p~tic1pation by for-hire carriers in such transportation. !t is 

alleged that the transportation involved herein will be perfor.med 

by shippers until rates are established that ~~ill reflect the cost 

of such service. 

Attached to the petition a.s Exhibit ·ten is 3 study basee 

on the current cost to petitioner of 9roviding a service similar to 

that proposed herein at various po1~ts 1n tho Sacrzmento-S~~ Joaquin 

Valley area i~clud1ng over 200 such :r..ovements in the Lcd1 area. dur­

ing 1963. Petitioner avers that this study sh~~s that a reasona'bl~ 

profit c~~ be realized ~~der the proposed rates. 

~ae certificate ot service shows that a copy ot the peti­

tion was mailed to California P~-m Bureau Federation, California 

Grape & Tree Fruit League and California Trucking Association on 

June 16, 1964. No objection to the granting ot the petition has 

been received. 

In the circ\ll'!'l.sts...~ces, it e. ppe~:s, a.:'lC the CO:mniS3i on tinds, 

that petitioner's proposal is reasonable end that the resulting 

m1nim~~ rates and charges will be just, reasonable ~~d nondiscrimin­

atory m1nL~um ratez and charg~z to~ the transportation involved 

herein. The order which follows will incorporate the p~oposed rates 

and charges in M1nim~~ Rate Tari!,!, No. 8 and will author1 ze common 

carriers to depart from the long- ~~d short-haul provisionz ot the 

Public Utili ti os Code. !n view ot the fact t!'l$.t the harvest season 

for ce~tain agricultural co~od1ties has commenced, the order will 

also authorize common carriers to publish such rates ~~d charges on 

three daysf notice to the COmmission and the public. A public hear­

ing is not necessa.~. The pot1t1on will be grantee. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. M1n1mum Ra.te Ts:r1ff No. 8 (Apper..dix neff to Deci310n 

No. 33977, as ~ended) is hereby f~ther ~ended by incorpor~t1ng 

therein, to becollll) ett'ecti ve August 8 1 1964, Fifth ReVised Page 7 
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a.."ld Ori~inal Pa.ge 30-D, attached he~eto and by th1$ re.terenee made a. 

part hereo!'. 

2. Tariff publications author1zed to be mace 01 common car-

riers a.s a. ~esu1t ot the order herein may be made e!"tective not ear'­

l1er than the third doy after the er:~c:1ve dnto ot thisord~r, ~nd 

may be made effective on not less th~ three cays' notice to the Com-

mic:s1on a.."lC to the public if 1'ilec not la.ter than sixty dl~Y!! a1'ter 

the effective date 01" the m1n~um rate tar1~r pages incorporated 1~ 

this order. 

3. Common carriers, in establishing ~"ld maintaining the 

rates a~thorized hereinabove, are hereby authorized to depart from 

the prOVisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code to the 

extent necessary to adjust long- and zhort-haul departures now ~a1n­

tained under outstanding author1zations; such outztand1n~ authoriza­

tions are hereby modified or~y to the extent necess~~ to c~ply with 

this o~der; and schedules containing the rates puolished under this 

authority shall make reference to the prior orders authoriz1~ long-

a...""J.d short-haul departU!"es a.."ld to this order .. 

4. In all other respects said Decision No. 33977, az 

~ended, shall remain in full force and effect. 

This ox-der shall become ei'fecti ve twenty days after the 

dato hereof. 

June 7 1964-

-4--
., 

Cemm1::S1oner William )(~ ::Be::mO't't. bo1z:lg 
neC~3ar11y absent. d14not part1c1~t. 
~ the d1spo:1t1onot th1sproco~ 



P1tth Revised Page •••.••• 7 
Cancels 

Pourth Revi3~d Pa~e ••••••• 7 MINDroN RA1'E TARIFF NO.8 

Ite: I 
No. SECTION NO. 1 - Rut:::S A.~ F.EGU"'.wATIONS OF GEl\'1'.ERAL 

APPLICAXION (Continued) 

APPLICATION OF TARIFF - COMMODITIES 
(Items Nos. ~ and 41) 

Rates in this tariff' apply to trans'Oortation of the fol-
lOwing commodities (See Exception): .. 1 

'Fruits, fresh or green, in their natural form, 
including dates, fresh (not cold pack nor ~ozen), 
subject to Note 2(h); 

Mushrooms, fresh (not cold pack nor frozen); 
Nuts, in the shell; 
Nuts, field zhelled, zubject to Note 2(g); 
Vegetables, fresh or green, in their natural !or!!l, 

inclue1ng mushrooms, fresh (not cold pack nor 
trozen), subject to Note 2(h); 

Containers, empty, second-hand, returning from a.~ 
outbound paying load, o~ co~odities for which rates 
a~e pr~vided hereL~ or torh~rded for a return paying 
load, 01' cO:::mlodit1es for 'Vlhich rates are p:"o·.r1ded :L~ 
this ta.:-1:f'f, subject to ~rote 1; 

Co~ta1;lerz). e::l''Oty, -:or 1>T~ich rates are :Ol"ovid~ in 
'~ect;.l.on ':.'10. 4 of thl: to.r1tt-

"'Trailers, ra:!..J:oad-o'tomed, for ~:lich rates a:-e l'rovid~d 
',. 1)'0 .. _in ite"" lljp. ~O~ of this ta:ri"f 
p~ NOTE I.-Eignway carriers must aeicrmine oetore accept~& 

ship~ent that :aid containers were ~oved f1~led and are 
being returned by the ~e carrier or carriers to consignor 
of the filled containers; or that containers shipped tor 
return paying load will, when filled, move by the same 
carrier or carriers to the consignor 01' the original empty 
containers. 

EXCEFTION.-Rates in this tariff do not apply to 
transportation 01': 

(a) Fresh or green fruitz, nuts (in the shell or field 
shelled), fresh or green vegetables, or mushrooms, as de­
scrioed herein, when the point of destination of the ship­
ment is ~ cannery, accumulation station, precooling plant, 
or ~~ery; nor to the empty containers used or shipped out 
for use in connection with such transportation, subject to 
Note 2. 

(aa.) Fresh or green fruits, fresh 0:' green vegetablez, 
or mushrooms, as described herein, moving to a cold storage 
plant to be held tor 1nterim storage for a subse~uent ~ove­
ment to a cannery, suoject to Notes 2 and ~. 

(0) Fresh or green fruits, nuts (in the shell or field 
shelled), fresh or green vegetables, or mushrooms, as de­
scribed herein, when transported trom the field or point of 
growth. to 3. pack1.~g plant, cold storage plant, or a packing 
shed, nor when transported between packing sheds, subject 
to Notes 2, 3 and 5. 

(bb) Empty containers used or shipped out, tor 'Use 1.~: 
connection with transportation descr10ed in paragraph (0) 
above, subject to Notes 2 :md 3. . 
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(c) Citrus fruits when the point or destination of the 
shipment is within the los Angeles Drayage Area, as 
described in Ydnimum Rate !arifr No. $; nor to the empty 
containers used or :hipped out for use in connection with 
such transportation. 

(d) SUgar beets when the point of destination ot the 1 

shipment is a beet sugar factory or a railroad loading ducp. 

(e) Property of the United States, or property trans­
ported under an agre~ent whereby the United States con­
tracted for the carrier's services. 

(COntinued 1n Item No. 41) 

t Change ) Decision No. 67468 
t'Jf Add1tion ) 

EFFECT rYE AUGUST 8,' 1964 . 

I Issued by the Public Utilities CommisSion of the state of California, 
I san FranCisco, California. I Correction No. 38l 

-7-



Ori9':inal Pago ••••••••••• 30-:0 laNIl~~ RATE TARIFF NO. S 

Itera. 
No. SEC'rION NO.2 - DIS':ANCE CCi~lODITY RATES 

FRlJI'l'S, lroTS Aa."'m VEGETABLES, INCLtmING M'O'SHROOV~, l\l~ 
TRAILERS, AAILROAD-OWNED, as described in Item No. 40. 
(See Notes 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8.) 

MILES ~ates ..in .c..ents_ Per 2l00' 
r·POWlC1S <. see Note : ] 

(See Note 1) I Minirilum Wei9'ht 
Charge 

Per Trip 
(See Note 3) OVer But Dot OVer 36,000 Pounds 

o 
10 
20 
30 
40 

10 
20 
30 
40 
SO 

5 
7 
~ 

12~ 
16 

I 
I 

i 
I 
I 
I 

$ 10.SO 
19.00 
27~SC 
36.00-
44.7$ 

NOTE . l.-Distances between railheads and points of origin 
*309 of shipments. 

NO'I'E 2.-Rates apply only for: 
(a) Round-trip movements of empty railroaa-owned 

trailers from railheads to origin points of ship­
ments and loaded railroad-owned trailers from such 
origin points to railh.eads for sUbsequent movetlent 
in interstate or foreign commerce on railroad­
owned flat cars. 'rhe one-way distance between rail­
head and point of origin of shipment shall govern 
the rate for such round-trip transportation. 

(b) Tra.."lsportation of loaded railroad-owned 
trailers from origin points to railheads for sub­
sequent movement in interstate or foreign commerce , 
on railroad-owned flat cars. I 

N01'E 3.-Charges apply only for transportation of empty 
railroad-owned trailers from railheads to points of 
origin of shipments for loading. 

NOTE 4.-Rates and charses apply when motor carrier 
furnishes power equip~ent only. 

NOTE S.-Rates and charges in this item do not include 
loading or unloading hy carrier's employee. 

NOTE G.-Rates in this item do not alternate with other 
rates provided by this tariff. 

NOTE 7.-For delay at place of pickup and/or delivery whieh 
exceeds ~ h.our, an additional charge w:i.ll :be assessed at 
a rate of $6.50 per hour or fraction thereof subject to 
.a minimt.ml charge of $6.50. 
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NOTE e.-Transportation unc.er this item will be restricted 
to movements between points in the following' counties: 
Alameda, Butte, Colusa, Contra Costa, El Dorado, Lake, 
Merced, Napa, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Santa Clara, 
Santa Cruz, Solano, Stanislaus, Sutter, Yolo, YuJ)a~ 

*Addition, Decision No. 674;63 

EFFECTIVE ATJGTJsr 8-, 1964 

Issued by the PUblic Utilities C~ssion of the State of California, 
San Francisco, California. 

Correction No. 382 
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