
Decision No. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UT!LITIES COMMISSION OF nr: STATE OFCALIFOI<.NIA 

In the Y~ttcr of the Applicetion ) 
of the CITY OF LOS A~GEtES, a ) 
municipal corporation, to widen ) 
and improve So~thcrn Pacific ) 
Comps.ny's Burbank Branch Line ) 
eross'ings of WOODI1AL~ AVENUE and ) 

Applic~tion No. 46151 

(Filed January 27, 1964) 

OXNARD S'I'REE'!. ) 

----------------------------) 
Roger Arnebcr~~, City Attorney, oy 

v7il1iarn B. B'..Ir~e, Deputy City 
Attorney, for =tty of Los Angeles, 
,c,?plicant. 

E. D. Yeomans and Walt A. Steiger, 
by ~~lt A. Staiger, for So~th~rn 
Pacific COmpany. 

Lloyd C. Young, for Commission st::.ff. 

INTERIM OPI:~ION Al.'ID ORDER. -
The City of Los Ange1~s seeks an order of this Commis

sion authorizing it to ~Gen and improve Sou~~ern P~cific Company's 

Burbank Bronch Line crossi.""'gs of Woodman Avenue and Omard Street, 

C:ossing Numbers BY-459.4 ar.d BY-459.5, respectively, ~d for the 
. 

allocation of costs between the City .and Southern Pacific, and. for; 

an i'!lterim order authorizing i1Ilmediate commencement of this im,

p=ovamcnt unde= prOvisions of Sections 1201 to 1205 of the Public 

Utilities Code. 

Public hearing was held before Examiner De'V]olf on . 

May 27 ~ 1964, at Los Ang~les. !he matter was contin...red to 

Sept~ber 23, 1964, at Los Angeles, at which time acd place evi

dence will. be received pertaining to the issue of apportioning the 

construction and installation costs at said crossings. 
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The application was amended ~ehoue objection by ~y 

party by adding to paragraph 7, after the word "signals", before 

the colon, the words: flsupplemented with flashing lights on a 

12-foot cantilevered arm." 

Evidence was introduced by the applicant o'ltld Sout!lern P.:lcif

ic on the questions of public convenience and ~eccssity and the. cost 

to be advanced by applicant for the proposed immediatewicening 

.lnd improvement of sa.id crossing, and the matter was submitted on 

~y 27, 1964, as to said questions. 

Two city engineers testified on behalf of the applicant 

and identified ex.~bi:s which were received in evidence without 

objection as follows: 

Exhibit 1 - Plat of the two crossings. 
Exhibits 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 - Photographs of said 

crOSSin$s. 
Exhibits 7, 8 and 9 - Charts of tra_fic counts 

and projected estimates. 

The City witnesses outlined plans and specification~ as 

set fo=th in the application, together with plans for handling 

traffic during construction. 

A City engineer testified that public convenience and 

necessity req~ire that the Woodman Avenue crossing be wiclened to 

.l roadway width of approximately 77 feet and that the Oxnard 

Street crossing be widened to a roadway width of approximately 

63 feet. 

Applicant's witnesses testified to the traffic conges

tion at these two heavily traveled narrow crossings and Exhibit 8 

sets forth that population will increase 42- per cent ~d the 
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A.. 46151. • 
vehicle per person ratio will inerease 10 per cent by the year 

1980, with a total 24-hour traffic count at that time of 32,800 

at Woodman Avenue, and 18,900 at Oxnard Street. Both of the appli

cant's witnesses testified that the immediate widening and im

provement of said crossings is necessary in order to eliminate 

the present traffic congestion at these crossings. 

A public projects engineer testified on behalf of the 

respondent railroad to the amount of the cost of said widening 

and improvement and identified EXhibit 10, which was received in 

evidence and shows ~he total construction cost to the railroad to 

be the sum of $20,610'" and total increased maintenance to be $5,160. 

The issues involved here are the immediate public con

venience and necessity for the proposed widening and improvement 

project and the approval of the location and the engineering plans, 

including provisions for handling traffic during construction and 

the work to be performed 'by each party and the sum to be advanced 

by the applicant for the work to be done by respondent. 

The parties could not agree on the amount to be advanced 

for said project by the applieane and the evidence introduced by 

the applicant was not opposed. 

After consideration, the Commission finds that: 

1. Public convenience and necessity and safety require that 

the Southern Pacific Company's Burbank Branch Line crossings of 

Woodman Avenue and Oxnard Street, Crossing Numbers BY-459.4 and 

BY -459.5, be widened and improved as: proposed. 

2. The location 'and the engineering plans set forth in the 

application, together with provisions for handling traffic during 
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construction of not less than one. lane. each Wtly, except during short 

periods of lowest pea1( traffic.. .s.re hereby approveod .. 

It is concluded that the railroad's estimate of total con

struction cost in tac amount of $20,610 should be approved and that 

the S\lII1 of $5,160 total increased maintenance should be disallowed 

on the grounds that maintenance is not a cost of construction to be 

considered in the advancements provided for in Section 1202.1 of the 

Public Utilities Code. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. ,The City of Los Angeles is authorized to ,,11detl the 'iloodr!um 

Avenue Crossing No. BY-459.4 ,,11th the Southern Pacific railroad to 

approximately 77 feet and to widen the Ox:oard Street Crossing No. 

BY-459.5 with ~he Southern Pacific railroad to approximately 63 feet. 

2. The work 'required to be performed at said crossing between 

lines two feet outside of rails .ond the ",ork of moving and installing 

flashing light signals shall be performed by ~hc Southern Pacific 

Company. 

3. The 'i1oodman Avenue crossing shall be protected, by four 

Standard No. 8 flashing light signals, ewo to be located in raised 

center. dividers and two to be loca~cd in back of curbs. B~ek ~ights 

~y be omitted fro~ signals pl~ccd in center dividers. The Oxnard 

Street crOSSing shall be protected by ewo Standard No. 8 flaShing 

light Signals> supplemented with flashing lights on 12-footeanti

lc.veX'cd arms equipped wi~h bacl~ lights. 

,4. The City of Los P.ngeles shall adv.ance to the Southern 

Pacific Company the estimated construction cost of the work 'to be 
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performed by said railr03d in ~he sum of $20,610, and upon receipt 

of said sum, respondent shall arrange with the Ci~y 1:0 proceed with 

said work and integrate the same with the work of the City. 
. 

5. Within thirty days after the completion of the work here-

inabove authorized, applicant and respondent shall notify the Com

mission in writing of the compliance with the conditions hereof. 

6.. The apportionment of construction costs are reserved for 

further hearing. 

the effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at __ =::;Sa:=LlI.:..:Frarl~::;:et:.::;·seo=-_~, california, this Z~ 

day of __ r ___ JtJ.;.;:t:.;Y ___ ~, 1964 • 

.. 

COtiiIiIissioners 

C0=n1s::10Xl/)r W111~ ll. Bonnett .. be1:g 
~eces~11y ab~en~. ~14 not ~1c1pate 
in the ~1sPO!:1 'tio.c. 0: th1s. proceeding. 
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