Decision No. 67514

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

EDWARD F. KOEHLER, doing business
as VENISE COCKIAILS,

Complainant,

GENERAL TELEPHONE COMPANY OF
CALIFORNYA, a corporation,

)
)
vs. g Case No. 7866
)
Defendant. }

)

Warren & Adell, by Hirsen Adell, for
complainant.
A. M. Hart and Donald J. Duckett, by
Donald J. Duckett, for defendant.

OPINIONX

Compizinant seeks resgoration of telephone sexvice &
340 Scuth Glendora Avenue, West Covima, Califormia. Iaterim
restoration was ordered pending further order (Decision No. 67008,
dated Maxch 3%, 1964). |

Defendant's answer alleges that en or about March 10,
1954, it had reasomable cauce to believe that service to Vemise
Cocktails under numbers ED 19193 and ED 95740 was being or was to
be used as an Instrumentality directly or indirectly to violate
or aid and abet violatiom of law, and therefore defendant was

required o discomnect service pursuant to the decision in

Re Telephome Disconnection, 47 Cal. P.U.C. 853.
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The matter was heard and submitted before Examiner
DeWolf at Los Angeles on June 3, 1964.

By letter of March 10, 1964, the Sheriff of the County
of Los Angeles advised defendant that the telephones under numbers
ED 19193 and ED 95740 were belng used to disseminate horse-racing
information used in comnection with bookmaking in violation of
Penal Code Section 337a, and requested discomnection (Exhibit 1).
Defendant notified the subscriber of discomnection (Exhibit 2).

Cémplainant testified that a telephome is essential to
the operation of his business of a cockrail lowmge and restaurant
where he has three phones, and a pay phone for the customers.

One of the extensions is in his office, one at the bax, and another
in the kitchen. The telephone is used for reservations, oxdering
supplies and for emergencies.

Complainant testified further that he has no knowledge
of any illegal use of his telephone by any persoa and that he has
great need for telephonme service, and he did not and will not use
the telephone for any wmlawful purpose.

There ¥a$ mo appearance by or testimony from any law
enforcement agency.

We find that defendant's éction was based -upon reasonable
cause, and the evidence fails to show that the telephone was uéed

for any illegal purpose. Complainant is entitled to restoration

of sexrvice.
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1T IS ORDERED that Decision Ne. 67008, dated March 31,
1964, temporarily restoring service to complainant, is made
peérmanent, subject to defendant's tariff provisioné and existing
applicable law.

' The effective daze of this order chall be twenty days

after the date hereof. , M
Dated at &z Mymookuso , Célifom:‘.a, this / ~

day of ‘Q(,L/@vf , 1964,
7 (¢ Phidisi s,
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..‘

‘Commissioners

‘Commissionor Everett C. McKooge, being
necessarily adsont, 4id not participate
in the dizposition of this proceodmg.




