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DeCision No. ~ 
--~----~-------

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STA'!!E OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of-The Western union 
Telegraph Company for authority 

.. to quality as a self-insurer 
,J:'~urfluant to the provisions of 
'Section 3632 of the Pub11c 
Utilities, Code of' the State 
of californ1a. 

OPINION -...------

Application No. 46786 
Filed July 8, 1964 

T.his is an application for an order of the Commission 

author1z1ng The Western union Telegraph Company to act as a 

self-insurer against liability imposed by law ~t~n the l~ts 

and prov1s10ns of Section3 3631 an4 3981 of the Public Utilities 

Code of the State of california. anci of the Comm1s s ion 's General 

Order No. 100-C. 

Applicant is a New York corporation engaged p~ri1y 

in the business of fUrnishing a domestic telegraph common ca~er 

service throughout all of the states or the Ub1on'excluding 

Alaska and. Hawaii. The company reports t:r..at in the course ot 

its bUSiness applicant is required to deliver telegrams and 

other items of ;personal property by motor vehicles owned a."'ld. 

operated by the automobile me~sengers wh1eh it emp~oys. lhe 

application s~ows that as of June 12, 1964, approXimately 306 

cars and telecycles were so usee in applicant's ~ehalt operating 

from 44 localities in the Sta~e of calito~. In' cor~ct1on 
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with such operations, the company possesses city carrier and 

radial highway common carrier permits issued by this Comm1ss1on. 

According to the application, (1) the California 

Department of Motor Vehicles has approved the company as a 

self-insurer under the cal1forn1a Motor Vehicle F1~~cial 

Responsibility Law ~~th respect to veh1cles owned by appli

cant; (2) the company has established a plan of 11m1ted 

selt-insurance under wh1~~ it assumes liability tor up to 

$50,000 in any one accident caused by a vehicle used in its 

service; and (3) Lloyds of London insures applica.~t f s 

automobile liability in excess of $50,000 tor up to $3,000,000 

additional liability for ea~~ accident. 

The Commission has considered this matter and finds 

that applicant has sufficient resources to enable it to meet 

its in2urance obligations under the applicable provisiOns or 

General Order No. 100-C. Based upon suc.~ finding" we conclude 

that the application should be granted to the extent of author-

1z1ng applicant to act as a selt'-1nsurer tor up to an amount 

of $50,,000 aga1ns,c liability imposed 'by law.. A public hearing 

is not necessary. 

" 
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ORDER ----- ...... 

IT IS ORDEP.ED that: 

1. The ~stern Umon Telegraph Comp3.%'ly may act as 

a self-insurer for up to an amount of $50,000 against liability 

imposed. 'by law With respect to its operations as a city carrier 

and a radial highway common carrier, prov:tded, that it shall 

ma1nta~~ combined coverage 1nclu~g selr-1.~urance in amounts 

or at least the m1n1ma. set forth in General Order No. lOo-C. 

2. Tl'Us order shall cont:Lnue :tn ef't"ec"e unless anc1 

until hereafter otherwise ordered or d1reeted. 

3. The ettect1 ve date or thj,s order is the date 

hereof. 

day of 
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