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Decision No o 67646 

----.;;~~--

BEFORE TEE PUBue UTILITIES COMIvrISSION OF THE S'IAIE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the 11a~ter of Application of 
Doylea~ McComb and Ge::aldine' 
McComb, dba Tul~rc County Water 
Cot:lp:Jny, .. ~.priv~te;y owned company, 
to exten~ ~ts se~ces to an un
incorporated area, in the COtmty of 
Tulare, 'VJe$t of the City of Porter
ville, l~own as T~act No. 41l~ 

~n the Matter of Applic:Jtion of Henry ) 
K. George and Blanche George ~ his ) 
wife, dba LL'\lDAIE MANOR. v:ATER. COMl?ANY, ) 
for a franchise to extend water ) 
service area app:o~tely 2 miles ) 
Northwest of Porterville, Tulare ) 
County, California 0 ~ 

Application No. 46183 
(Filed February 7 ~ 1964) 

Application No. 46284 
(Filed MDrcb 13, 1964) 

Robert· C. Mooch, for Tulare Cor.:nty 
Water Comp:Jny, applicant in 
Application No. 46183 0 

John P. I-1oran and F:-:-ed A" Str~uss, 
for Lin~le ~~nor ~ater Comp~ny, 
applicant in Application No. 
46284. 

w. B" Stradley and John J. Gibbons., 
for the Commission sta±f. 

'I'bese two matters affect the sm:e area. They were heard 

before Examiner Power on :J consolidated record at Porterville on 

M~y 20, 1964, and submitted. 

The earlier application (No. 46183) was filed by'the 

subdividers of Tract No. 411, Tulare County. This tract is located 

about one aneone-half miles west of the City of Porterville ·in 

that eountyo It is 400 feet west of the present service area of 

Lindale MZnor~ There is anotber public utility water system about 

one-balf mile to the soutbe~st of this tract. 
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Tract No. 411 eonsi$ts of about 26 ~cres of ' level ground 

divided into 103 residential lots. !beprev~iling lot size is 

about 8,500 square f~et. 

The subdividers (applicants in Application No. 46183) 

h~c a ccrtific~te to operate water systems in five Tulare County , 

tracts.. These tr~ets ~re not conti&uous to one another .ond .'l%C 

located near Tu1~rc and Visalia) ~y miles from West Porterville. 

In Tract No. 411 the McCombs (Tulare County v10ter 

Company) propose to iDS:all two wells designed to deliver 890 gpc 

against system pressure. !bese will discharge into a 5,OOO-gcllon 

pressure taDk~ The distribution system would consist of approxi

nl.'ltcly 5,500 feet of 8-, G-, end 4-inch, C1.:lsS 150, asbestos-cement 

pipe 0 Three fire hydrants are proposed. !be whole system is 

estimated to cost $25,733. The st.:lff report on this pxoposal 

(Exhibit No.4) states that the proposed syst:em would comply with 

General Order Noo 103·. '!he McCombs propose .;l £l.:lt rate of $4.00 

per month. 

In Applic,'ltion No. 462847 the Georges (Lindale Mano-r 

Water Company) request authority to sCrv'e a 56-.a~e .:1rca.: This 

includes Tract No. 411 and 30 acres ~o the east of it, i.c., 

between Tract No. 411 and the present service area of the Georges. 

It is reported that this 30 acres is owned or controlled by the 

McCombs. 

The Georges propose to inst~ll appro~tely 500 feet of 

6-ineh main fro1:1 the cornel: of Morten Avenue and M.otth~w Street 

on the western edge of their service area to !ractNo. 411. 

Within the tract they propose to iDS tall appro~tely 5,200 feet 

of 6-inch .:Jnd 4-inch, Class 150, .3sbestos-cement pipe laid in the 

streets 7 neeess3ry services and three fire hydrants. 
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The Georges propose to supply water from their existing 

sour¢c~~ These are three wells alleged to be c~pablc of producing 

1~200 gpm. They will provide ~n adequate w~te~ supply for both 

the Georges' prcseut customers and for tbose in '!:rzet No. 411 when 

that tract is fully developed. If, however, tbe Lindale Manor 

system should grow beyond tbe indicated 500 cons~rs it might 

prove to be inadequate. 

The Georges propose to extend service in accordance 

with their main extension rule. '!he cost is estimated to be 

$15,596. . The Georges ';30uld extend their p:esent rate structure 
" 

to the new area with a flat rate of $4.50 and meter minimum of 

$3.75 per month. Commission staff Exhibit No~ 6 finds that tbe 

proposal meets the standards of General Order No. 103. 

The Co~ssion bas before it two proposals~ e~ch of 

which will meet the minimum. stan&rds set forth in General Order 

No. 103~ This does not mean, however, that they are equivalent 

to one another. '!be paramount interest of the public must be 

decisive. 

There are now eight different water systems serving 

the West Porterville area. Between them they h~ve 1,200 customers. 

'l'wo of these, Rowland Water Cotlpany (500) ::rnd Lind4l1e :tv",L.;lnor (400) 

serve three-fourths of these cust~ers. Six other systems divide 

up the remaining 300. To accept the propos.al of Tulare County 

Water Company would add a ninth utility in the ~re~. 

On the other hand, the Georges arc presently se~~g 

in the area ~ racy h.wc about 400 customers ~t the present time. 

These, DC well ~s the potential customers in Tract No. 411, would 

benefit from \l granting of the Lindale Y.409nor application. This 
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system h~s reached ~ size which will allow tbci: service to be 

upgraded. 

When the interests of the public are considered, it is 

clear that the application of Lin~le Y~or should be granted. 

The upgrading of tbe Lindale Manor serv-lce should begin 

at once. The following order will require the owners of Lindale 

Y~or to develop a progr~ of additions and betterments ~d file it 

with the Commission. Such a program could include the drilling of 

a fourth well, improvement of Wells Nos. land 2, i~tallation of 

storage faeilities and protection agains~ power outages by providing 

an alternative source of power such as a gasoline or diesel engine 

at one of the wells (elevated storage might take care of this if 

adequate). 

The Commission finds that: 

1. Public convenience and necessiey require tbat domestic 

W.;lter serviee be provided in Traet No. 411, Tulare County, ~d 

3djae~t territory. 

2. Henry K. George and Blanche George, doing business as 

Lindale !1anor Water Company, will be able in the future to provide 

.:l sc%'Vice of superior quality to tbat which Doyle R;~ !1'cComb and 

Geraldine McComb, doing business as 'Xulaxoc County V1ater Company, 

would be ~ble to provide. 

3. Henry K. George and Blanehe George have adequate 

financial resources to construet a system in said tract under tbeir 

filed main extension rule and to operate the same ~ 

4. The present'rates of Henry K. George and Blancbe George 

are fair and reasonable rates to be applied in Tract No. 411 and 

adj aeent territory in 'Xulnre County. 
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The Commission concludes tbatApplication No. 46284 sbould 

be granted and Application No. 46183 denied. 

The certificate hcrei~£ter granted shall be subject to 

the following provlsion of law: 

'!he Comc:dssion shall b~c no power to authorize the 
capitalization of this certificate of public conven
ience ond necessity or the right to o"\m, operate, 
or enjoy such certificate of public convenience and 
~ecessity in excess of the .:lmount (exclusive of any 
~ax or a~n~al charge) ~ctually paid to the St~tc 
as the consideration for the issuance of such 
certificate of public convenience and necessity or 
right. 

The action ta!~ herein is for the issuance of a certi-

ficate of public convenience ond necessity only and is not to be 

considered as indicative of amounts to be included in proceedings 

for the purpo$e of determining just anel reasonable rates. 

ORDER -- -- ....... 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 

grant~d to H~J K. George and Blancbe George, authorizing them ~o 

construct an extension of tbeir public utility w~ter system to serve 

Tract No~ 411 and adjacent area) Tulare County) as shown on the map 

attached to Application No. 462~ as EXhibit A. 

2. Within one year after the effective date of this order, 

and not less than five days before service is first furnished to the 

public under the authority grantedberein, if Henry Ko George and 

Blanche George intend. to eXercise that ~utbority, they sh~ll file 

additional and revised ta~L£f sheets, including a tariff service 

area map~ to provi.de for tbe application of their pre~cnt tariff 

schedules to the area certificated herein. Such filing shall comply 

with General Order No. S6-A, and the additional and revised sheets 
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sball become effective on the fourth ~ ~fter the ~te of 

filing. 

3. Compliance by applic.ants With Paragraph 2 of this order 

sball constitute acceptance' by Henry Ko George and Blanche George 

of the right and obligation to furnish public utility water service 

within the area certificated herein. The authority granted herein 

shall expire unless.the desi~ted tariff sheets a:e filed witain 

one year after the effective date of this order. 

40 Within ten d~Js after the date service is first rendered 

to the public under the rates and rules authorized berein> Henry K. 

George .ond· Blanche George shall submit written noticethel:'eof to 

this Commission. 

50 Hitbin sixty days after the system is first plcilced in 

operation unccr the authority granted herein> Henry I<. George .a-od 

Blanche Gco~ge shall file four copies of a eomp~ehensive map, 

drawn to an indicated scale of not more than 400 feet to the inch> 

delineating by app~op~iate markingc the tract of land and terri~ory 

served, the distribution facilities, and the location of the varIous 

properties related to the water'system certificated hereino 

6. v7ithin ninety days after the effective cklte of this orGer 

Henry 1<. George ~nd Blcnebe Geo:rgc shDll file with thl.s Co1:r:liss:'on 

a comprehensive program for improving the quality of service in 

their system together with a time schedule for the accomplishment 

of indieaecd additions and betterments" the estwtcd cost thereof, 

and the means by Which such cost will be =inanced. 

7. The :restriction prohibiting Henry K. George and Blancbe 

George from extending scxvLee to· ccr~in areas, as se: forth in 
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ordering paragraph 5 of Decision No. 64431 in Appli~tion No. 44614, 

shall remain in full force and effect. 

s. Application ~io. 46183 of Doyle R. McComb and Geraldine 

McComb is denied. 

!heeffeetive <.Ulte of this order shall be twenty days 

c3fter the ~te hereof. 

&m Fr:m~ J L1i; D<Jted at __________ ., Califomi<J, this ..::;..:.:::::. 

d<Jy of ____ JW ___ gtl___.st ___ , 196L:-. 

~'~' .... ~.... . , 

~ ..... "' .... """.... .", ....... , .. 

co'CiDiSsioners 

Coz=iss1o::l.0r ?otor t. t~1teholr. boing 
nece::ar1ly a~:ont. Gi~ ~ot p~rt1e1vat~ 
in tho 41:po:it1oD 0: th!z proeeod1=g. 


