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Decision No. 67685 -----
BEFOtt TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES cor~,crSSION OF nm ~Tf...'I'Z OF CALIFORL"'W .. 

ARCADE COtm!'I'Y lilA'I'ER. DISTRICT, 
a County 'Hater District, 

) 
) 
) 

Complaillant, ~ 

vs.. S 
PACIFIC GAS P.ND ELECl'R.!C COM!'P..NY, S 
a ~lifornia Corporation, ) 

Defendant. ~ 

Case No.. 7834 
(Filed February 5, 1964) 

OPINION ......... ...---~---

Complainant, a pu'blic .lge'O.cy, alleges that de£cndatlt utility 

has refused to supply gas under its Schedule No. G-50, ffInterruptible 

N.ltural Gas Service", to operate certain of complaillant 1 s water well 

pumps in unincorporated territory north of Sacramento within defend­

ant I s ~er'\1'iec area.. Complainant further alleges that it,:Ls willing 

and able to comply with all requirements for service under Schedule 

No. 0.50, including the provisions of Special Condition 3 the:eof, 

'which requixes adequate standby equipment and fuel ready for fmmediate 

operation if defendant's gas supply is curtailed. 

Defend:mt, answering, has admitted that up' to ,the time of 

filing the complaint it~d refused to provide interruptible service 

to complaiDant OD the same ground that it had refused to provide 

such service to a nearby utility, vlashingtoD 't'Jater aDd Light Company, 

the complaiDant in recently cO'1lcluded case No. 7748. Defendant 

maintains that the health and safety of water customers depeod upo~ 

~dequate water pressure and cOlltiDUOUS supply; that shoulddcfe1ldmlt .1 
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be ~equired to interrupt gas service there would have to be a 

guaranteed and sufficient stand'oy serviee available at all t:£.mes, 

since, should standby facilities fail or prove illadequaec <!umg 

no~l interruptions of gas service, defendant would iDevitably be 

requested to provide what would in effect be firm service. 
, 

Defen~nt has offered to provide interruptible n~tur~l gas 

service to complainant provided t~t complainant agrees to comply 

with the cOtl,ditions imposed on Washington Water and Light Company 

(Decision No. 66770) Febnl.'lry 11, 196L:.,. Case No. 7748), which are, 

substatltially, that complainant (1) first provide at least 500 gallons 

of propane storuge at each well at which interruptible natural gas 

service is requested and (2) thereafter, throughout the period in 

which such service is received, keep the required standby facilities 

ready at all times for fmmediate operation in the event that the 

supply of gas from defendant is partially or totally curtailed. 

We find that the two conditions set out ~bove for provision 

of standby service by complainant are reasonable. 

Defendant will be directed to provide interruptible natural 

gas service to complainant, under applicable tariff schedules~ pro­

vided complainant agrees to meet the foregoing conditions respecting 

provision and maintenance of standby facilities and so advises 

defendant and this Coamission within :l reasonable time,. as spec:t£ied 

in the ctlsumg o:'der. 

A public heariDg is not 1.'lccessa::y. 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Pacific Gas and Electric Coopany, subject to compliance by' . 
Arcade County Water District with the conditions hereinafter set forth, 

shall provide said district with interruptible natural gas service in 

accordance witt1 applicable tariff schedules of ~ac1fic Gas and Electric 

Company. 

2. Arcade Coutl;ey ~'13ter District, .prior to rccciv1t1g the service 

referred to in paragraph 1, above, and as a condition thereof, shall 

provide at least 500 gallons of propane storage at e~Ch well at which 

interruptible natural gas service is requested .ond thereafter, through­

out the period i'O which such service is received from Pacific Cas and 

Electric Comp~y, keep the required standby facilities re~dy at ~ll 

times for :iJ:l::mediate operation in the event that the supply of gas from 

Pacific Gas aDd Electric Company is partially or totally curtailed. 

3. 'Xhe effective date of this order will be deferred for a 

peri~ not to exceed thil:ty days from the date hereof. If, during 

such period, the parties herein advise the Col:lmission, in writing, 

that the foregoing conditions respecting provision and maintenance of 

standby facilities by Axcade County Water District have been agreed to, 

the CommiSSion, by supplemental order, 'Will fix the effective elate of 
this order. Otherwise, the complaint will be dismissed at the 

expiration of said thirty-day period. 

~ Dated at _ ..... $wn_' ..... Frn~".;.;o.~=~ _____ , California, this 

~/~/ ____ &yof ___ A~U~GU~~ ________ , 19~. 


