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Decision No. 67697

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Investigation into the safety, use, )
and protection of the following )

crossing of THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND Case No. 7770
SANTA FE RATLWAY COMPANY in the Atwood) (Filed Novembexr 11, 1963)
District of Orange County; Crossing

Trinidad Street No. 2B~39.5. 3

Ray Easton and 0. Rotherbam, for Alfred and Waltex
Kraemex; and R. Tracy Wiles, for Placentia Matual
Orange Assn.; protestants.

Jayme C. Billey, foxr The Atchison, Topeka and Santa
F¢ Railway Company; and Robert F. Nuttman, for
Orange County; respondents.

Albert J. Yorba, for Rancho P. S. Yorba; William
Walker, for Jay Emterprises; Chas. G. Teed, for
Yorba Irrigation Company; lLeon F. Boisseranc, in
own behalf; and Doris Boisserame, for estate of
Emile Boissexanc; interested parties.

Wm. C. Bricea, for the Commission staff.

OPINION

The above-entitled investigation was instituted for the
purpose' of determining whether or mot a publicly used but purportedly
private crossing over the double lime of track of The Atchison, Topeks
and Santa Fe Railway Company (Railway) at Trinidad S;:reet in Orange
County should be closed or, if not closed, what protection and
improvenents should be ordered thereat and who should pay the cost
of improving the crossing and of protection imstalled thereat. The
rall line is Railway's Los Angeles through San Bernardimo 1:6 Chicage
main £reight lime. - |

A public hearing was held before Examiper Rogers in

lacentia on Juve 17, 1964. At the close of the hearing:. the County
of Orange submitted a Mcmorandum of Points and Auchorities in support




c. 7770 brgp*

of its contention that the crossing is mot on a county road and the
county has no responsibility for the crossing. The Railway and the
Coumission staff wexe given permission to-file‘statements in support
of their positions within 20 days. The time for £iling such state-
ments hos expired; the matter is submitted.

At the crossing site and for a distacce of one mile east
and.two miles west the Railway is closely paralleled on the noxrth oy
Orangethorpe Avenue, the primcipal east-west highway through the
area. Irinidad Street extends southerly for appxoximately‘four-ten:hs
of a miicvfrom Crangethorpe Avenue to a privaté road eXtending west
to approximately the continuation of La falma Avenue. It is possible
to use said'private road to Taylor Street vhich is approximately ome-
half of a mile west of Trinidad Strcet and extends south from
Orangethorpe Avenue across the track to the said privéte road or
extension of La Palmz Avenue. Trinidad Street and the grade crossing
thereon provide the only access to Orangethorpe Avenue for several
£arms scuth of the right-of-way. The mext track crossing to the east
is at Impexrial Highway (Yorba Linda Freeway) approximately one;mile
cast of Trinidad Street. _ \

A check made on Tuesday, Moy 5, 1964, showed a total of 63
sutomobiles and trucks over the crossing between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.

On November 13, 1962, the Railway made the following comment con-
cerning the crossing which is protected by two No. 1 cfossing signs:

1t

. » » » this crossing was formerly classified as

a public crossing. However, during crossing survey
of 1958 the County of Orange claimed mo jurisdiction
whatsoever over the crossing; thereforec, it was
recommended that this be reclassified as a private
crossing, This crossing serves several homes and
some agricultuxal activities, therefore, it is
recommended the two crossing signs remain in place.
The County of Orange has beer comsidering for some-
time, but has not yet made a decision as to improve-
ment of other xoadways in the areaz that would permit
either abandoning this crossing or including it as a
part of the County road system. To date the County
has not wade final determmination and thexe is wothing
we can do until such is made."”

-2-
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The Trinidad Street crossing is not covered by any private
crossing agxeement between thé Railway and adjacent landowmers.

On May 29, 1963, the Commission was advised by the County
of Orange that: |

"Irinidad Stxeet is mot a County road, and thexe
are no plans contemplated for making it a part

of the County road system. Future plams for the
area Include one tew ¢zHssing . . . . Coustruction
tining for the new ¢rossing is dependent on the
growth in the area.”

After the comencement of the inveszig&cion herein the
Orange County Road Department advised the Commission that it intends
to develop La Palwa Avenue or an approximate coptinuation thereof
across Taylor Street to Orchaxd Avenue which is approximately
one-third of a mile east of Trinidad Street and that it has no plans
for improving Trinidad Street.

The Commission engineer stated that in bis opinion
Trinidad Street is used publicly, that it is the only access to and
from farms along said street, and that ;he county is planning the
extension of other streets which would make the use of Trinidad
Street unnecessary but has set no time for such exteasions. He
recomends that Trinidad Stxeet be declared a public crossing,
that the County be directed to make such cxossing and approaches 3
part of its County road system, and improve the ¢rossing to a width

of 24 feet and with grades not to exceed 6 pexcent. He further

recommended that the Railway be:directed to increase the;pavihg.in
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the right-of-way to a width of 24 feet. The present condition,

sight distances and accident xecord of the crossing are as follows:

1. : 2 (1 main, 1 siding) 1/2° curve
2. Approaches 12 to 18 feet wide

3. Cxossing 18 feet wide, paved, 90 degrees

Approach grades 10% nmorth of the track
9% south of the track -

Protective devices 2 Standard No.l reflectorized signs
(with "2 Tracks' signs)

Maximum permitted train speeds '
. « « 79 M.P.A. passenger trains
. « » 60 M.P.H. freight trains

Number of trains per day 3 passenger
25 freight"

Sight distances: From points north or south of tracks

At 25 fr. At 50 ft. At 100 ft.

from track from track from track
NE quadrant 2500 . 2500 Zt. 1000 Zt.
NW quadrant . 2500 ft. 2500 fr. 1000 £c.
- SE quadrant 2500 £c. 1500 £t. 1000 ft.
SW quadrant 3000 ££. 2000 ft. 2000 f£«c.

Accident Record . . . Nome

A witness for Railway testified that the Commission
engineer's description of the crossing‘is correct and that he hes
g¢earched the records of the Railway for any crossing agreement and
can find no such agreement. He states that the necarest public
crossings are Taylor Street which is approximately ome-half of a

mile west and Imperial Eighway which is one mile to the east and is
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to be improved as a portion of the Yorba Linda Freeway. He further
testified that Taylor Street is protected by two Standaxd No. 8
flashing light signals, and that L3 Palmz Avenue extends east from
Taylor Street as a paved street for approximately 1000 feet at
waich poinﬁ it becomes a dirt road which extends to the extension
of Trinidad Street.

The Orange County Road commissioner stated that he visired
the scene of the crossing within two days prior to the hearing;
that he crossed the track at Taylor Street and drove east on the
La Pzlma extewsion to Trinidad Street; that the xoad is unpaved;
that the County plans to extend this street through to Cxchaxrd Avenue
east of Trinidad Street but that the time of this impiovemcnt is

not known and cannot be detexrmined; and that when Lz Palma Avenue

is open to Crchard Avenue, the Trinidad'Streec crossing will be

unnecessary.

Several of the property ownmers and ranchers owning or
leasing propexty on and along Trinidad Street opposed any closing
of the crossing and stated that the crossing is necessary foxr their
purposes.

Upon the record herein the Commission £inds that:

1. Crossing at Milepost 39.5 kmown as Trinidad Street iz 2
publicly used crossipg in Orange County acxoss the main lime of
Rallway.. ‘

2. This crossing is used by the.general public,‘residents,
PXOperty ownexs, truckexs, farmers and other parties having busizess
or residingz om or 2lomg Trinidad Street and coming from or going o

zangethorpe Avenue.
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3. Visibility at the crossing is good; the approach grades

are 107 north of the track and 97 south of the track; there are
daily 3 passenger trains across the crossing at a permissive speed
of 79 miles pexr hour and 25 freight txains at a permissive speed
- of 60 miles per hour. |
- 4. Thexe have beenm no accidents at the croséing,'

2. The crossing, as it exists, islhazardous. |

6. The crossing is, at the present time; the only practical
means of access to the farms, wesidences and properties south of
the right-of-way and on Trinidad Street.

7. The County of Orange contemplates extending 2 street from
Oxchard Avenue on the east to Taylor Street on the west on the
approximate aligrment of existing La Pclme avenue; that tiae proposed.
extension will not be made for two or more years in the Zuture; and
the extension of said street would render the Trinidad Strect
¢rossing unnecessary. | |

8. The County of Orange will mot voluntarily contribute o
the cost of improving the grade crossing herein concerned or toc
protection thereat. |

9. The public convemience, necessity, health and safety require
that the crossing be wideped, paved and protected, and the cost of
im?rovements and protection allocated between the Railway and the
County of Oramge as stated in the oxdex hereim.

The Commission councludes that the croésing should remain,
that it should be improved as specified in the oxder hereim; and that

the costs should be divided as specified in the order herein.
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IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The crossing of Trinidad Strect at Milepost 39.5 with the
track of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Comﬁany in Oranmge
County is hexeby declared a publicly used crossing and identified as
No. 23-39.5.

2. The crossing at Trimidad Street shall, within ninety days
after the effective date of this ordexr, be improved so that the width
of the ¢rossing and the approaches shall be twesty~four feet and the
grades of approach shall be not greater than six percent‘soutﬁ of the
track'and as close to six percest as possible north thexeof and pro-
tection shall be by two Standard No. 1 crossing signs (Gemeral Ordexr
No. 75-B) reflectorized. Comstruction shall be cqual or supcrior'tb
Standaxd No. 2 of Gemeral Order No. 72.

3. The railway shall make all necessary improvements of the
exossing within lines two feet outside of the xails, and shall bear
all imstallation and maintenance costs thereof.

4. The Coucty of Oxange shall make all necessary improvements
to the approaches outside of the limes tﬁo feet outside of the rails
and shall bear 2ll installation and maintenance costs thexcof.

5. The railway shall install and maintain the croscing

protection provided for in paragraph 2 and bear all costs therxcof.
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The Secretary of the Commission is directed to cause
personal service of this oxder to be made om the County of Orange

and on The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallway Company. 7The

effective date of this order shall be twenty days after the
coupletion of such sexrvice.

Dated at San Frapetseo , California, this _J /7
day of _AUGUST , 1964,

Dbttt

rresldent

“ ot} 'u'n—- -

AL N l

Commissionsr William M. Bommeit. being
BocossoTily abseat, &id ot participate
in tre dispesition o this proceeding.




