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Decision No. 67718 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF '!HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter of ,the application of ) 
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRICjCOMPANY for) 
an order issuing a certi!icateof ) 
public convenience and necessity to ) 
exercise the right, privilege and ) 
franchise granted to applicant by ) 
OrdfDancc'No. 19 of the City Council 
of the ern OF RIDGECREST, County of 
Kern, State of C'alifornia. 

Gas 

OPINION ..,...,.., ................... --

Application No. 46827 
(F:[ledJuly 21, 1964) 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company, in this proceedi~g, 

requests a certificate of public convenience and necessity to exercise 

the right, privilege and frllDchise 'granteo to i: by Ordi:o'::lce l~o. 19 

of the City of Ridgecrest. The franchise grants- to, Pacific Gas and 

Electric Company the right to install, maintain,CDc use in the'city 
'i 

streets all pipes and appurtenances for transmitting and distributiDg 

gas to the public within the city. 

The franchise referred to, a copy of 'Which is attached to 

the application and designated as Exhibit A, was granted by the city 

in accordaDce with the Franchise Act of 1937. It is by its terms, 

indetexminate. It p:ovides that during the term thereof payment shall 

be made to the city of two percent of the gross annual receipts but 

in no event less thsn one percent of the gross annual receipts derived 

from the sale of gas'~within the city limits. 

The costs incurred by applicant in obtaining, the franchise 

are stated to have\ b~en $92.50~ 'Which, amount does: not iDclude costs 

incident to this applic:ation. 

Applicant has served gas in the territory now compriSing the 

City of Ridgecrest for a Dumber of years without .compet!tion. The 
'.' 

present population:; of the city is 7,221. No objection to the granting 

of the xequested certificate has been received and a publi.c hearing is 

not necessaxy. 
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After consideration the Commission finds that public con

venience and necessity require the exercise by applicant of the ri8ht~ 

privilege and franchise granted to applicant by Ordil'lance No,. 19~· of 

the City of Ridgecrest. 

The eertifieate of public converlicDce aDd Decessity herein 

granted is subject to the following provisions of law: 

1. The Commission shall have no power to authorize the 
capitalization of the frsDchisc iDvolved herein or 
this certificate of public convenience and necessity 
or the right to ow, operate or enjoy such franchise 
or certificate of public convenience and necessity 
in excess of the amount (exclusive of any tax or 
annual charge) actually paid to the State or to a 
political subdivision thereof as the consideration 
for the grant of such franchise~ certificate of 
public convenience and necessity or rigbt. 

2. !he franchise involved herein shall Dever be given 
any value before any court or other public authority 
iu auy proceeding of any character in excess· of the 
cost to the grantee of the necessary publication and . 
any othcx sum paid by it to the municipality therefor 
at the time of the ~cquisition thereof. 

ORDER. ... --~- .... 

IT IS ORDERED that a cert:i.ficate. of public eonvetlietlce and 

necessity is granted to Pacific Gas and Electric Company to exexcise 

the rights and privileges granted by the City of Ridgecrest, by 

Ordinance No·. 19, adopted ~.L3:r:ch 26, 1964. 

'.the eff~ctive d<lte of this orde:r: shall be twenty days after 

the date hereof. 

Dated at ___ " ..;:8aD;;;:;w._J'.ran~;;;d;::;;;;Iae;.;;;:O_· __ , California, this \ $~ 
day of __ ~Allo"ifG'olOU ..... SI",--_.~ 1964. 


