IRICINAL

Decision No. 67762

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Mattex of the 4pplication of
EVELYN M. KNAPP and JOHN P, DEMEIER,
copartners, doing business as
PENINSULA TRANSIT LINES, foxr certifi-
cate of public convenience and
neecessity to operate passenger stage
scrvice between Palo Alto, Noxth
Palo Alto, San Carlos, Redwood City,
Atherton, Menlo Park, Woodside, and

Application No. 46723
Toyon Knolls.

(Filed Jone 15, 1964)

RE: Authority for schedule
changes on Routes A, B, E
and T in that area known as
Redwood City Division of
Penincula Transit Lines under
General Oxrder No. 98.
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Kenneth A, Johnson, for spplicants,

Richard Gardella and James E. Neal, for
the City ¢f Redwood City, protestant.

Hilton H. Nichols, for the Commission
statt,

OPINION

Svelyn M. Knopp ond John P, Demeter, doing business és
Peninsula Traonsit Lines, request authority to reduce sexvice on
Routes Ay B, E, and F in the Redwood City aread.

A public hearing was held before Exominer Daly omn
July 23, 1964, at Redwood City ond the matter was submitted,

Appliconts hove operated in Redwood City since 1949,
All of the xoutes begin and ¢nd at the Southern Pacific Depot in
Redwood City. Service is preseatly pfovided Mondaf; through
Fridoy by meaons of three 1945 buses, Becouse of decreasing

patronage and increasing costs, applicants propose that Route A
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be reduced from 1l round-trip schedules daily to 5 round trips;
Route B be xeduced from 13 round-trip schedules daily to 8 round
trips; ad that Restes £ and F be reduced from 12 round-txip

schedules daily to 8 round trips.

Accoxding to applicants the operstions have experienced
the £ollowing declinc in patronage:
Year No, Passengexrs No, Miles

1956 540,000 315,000
1957 501,000 297,000
1959 255000 154,000
1962 168,000 122,400
19563 114,000 122,400

At the present time applicants allege they arxe losing
approximately $62 per day on the Redwood City portion of their
sexvice, If asuthorized, the proposed reduction would enable
appliconts to eliminate one driver and result in om estimated
savings in expenses of approximately $55 per day with a corxres-
ponding loss in xcvenue of approximatcly'$20'pcr days |

After several years of negotioting, applicants entered
into an agreement with the City of Redwood City wherxeby the city
subsidized the opexation to the extent of $50 per day for 2
period of thirxty daoys, The subsidy terminated in May of 1964,
and has not been remewed.

The City of Redwood City protests any further reduction
in sexvice on the ground that its existing sexviee is presemtly
minimal. The City Monager of the City of Redwood City tostified
that existing sexvice should be continued until such time as a

newly formed Citizens' Committee on transportation has had an

opportunity to maike & study of the problems involved and to




A, 46723 ds

formulate speclific recommendations, The chaizman of the Committec
testified that nome of the members have had any expericnce in the
£icld of tromsportotion but he expects to hold a public meeting on
August 18, 1964, in an attempt to cvaluate the public needs and
requirements for transportation in Recwood City. He anticipa?ed
that a xeport would be ready for consideration by the City Codpcii
by October of 1964,

Two residemts of the orea spoke in protest to the
reduction in service., Ome was a patron of the service and stated.

that further reduction in serviee would result im a bardship to

herself and her husbond because they do not own an\aufdmobile aua

rely upon the bus sexviece.
Findings ,
After consideration the Coﬁmission £inds that:

1. Applicants axe presently ;éndering passenger stage
sexvice over specific routes iﬁ the City of Redwood City.

2. Said operaotions are being conducted at a loss.

3. The proposed reduction in service will result inm a net
saving to appliconts of approximately $35 per day.

4. The City of Redwood City authorized a 30-day subsidy of
the operation at the rate of $50 per day. The subsidy has termin-
ated amd the city is unwilling to coﬁmit itself to ahy further
subsidy pending a report by o mewly formed‘Citizgﬁs' Committee

on tromsportation. The report is expected in October of 1964,

Conclusion

It would be unrcasonable to expeet small operotors, such

as the applicants herein, to continue to provide service at the
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present level at a loss umtil such time as the City of Redwood City
determines what, if any, assistaonce it will provide. The applica-
tion should be granted,

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that: .

1. After the effective date horeof and on n&t less tham
five days! notice to the Commission and to the publie, apﬁiicants
may reduce service om Routes A, B, E, and F as herein proposed.

2. UWithin onc hundred twenty days after the effeetive déte
hereof, appliconts shall amend their timetables on file with the
Commission to reflect the authority herein granted;

The effective date of this order shall be ten days after
the date hexeof,

Dated at San Francisoc » California, this AQEZZQZ/

day of //;ZM,M , 1964.
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