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Decision No. _...;:6"",:77:...r..' ~6;,,:;,;:2~_ 

BEFORE '!HE PUBLIC trrILITmS COMMISSION OF THE stATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~~tter of the Applic~tion of ) 
EVELYN M. I(I\r.APP and JOHN P. DE~TER, ) 
eop:Jrtners, doing business .:25 ) 
PE~'"INSOlA TRANSIT LINES" for certifi- ) 
ccte of public convonience and ) 
necessity to operate passenger stage ) 
service between Palo Alto, North ) 
Palo Alto, San Carlos, R.edwood City, ) 
Atherton, Menlo P.crk, Woodside, and ) 
Toyon l<nolls. ~ 

RE: Authority for schedule 
cbanges on R.outes A, :8, E 
m'ld F in that area known ~s 
R.edwood City Division of 
Pcninsul.a 'l':ransit Lines under 
Gener~l Order No. 98. 

~ 
~ 
) 
) 
) 

Application No. 46723 
orilod 3~:c lS, 1964) 

Kenneth A~ Johnson, for applicants. 
Rich~rd G~rdcl1~ anc J~mes E~ Ne~l, for 

the City of RedwooO: City, protestant. 
Hilton H. Nichols, for the Coromission 

staff. 

OPINION --- .... ~-~-

Evelyn M. Knapp and John Po Demeter, doing business as 

Peninsula Transit Lines, request authority to reduce service on 

Routes A, B, E, and F in the R.edwood City area. 

A public bearing was hcl~ before Examiner Daly on 

July 23> 1964, .::It Redwooe City .::lnd the m.ottcr W.:lC subcitted. 

Applicants bave operated in Redwood City since 1949. 

All of the routes begin and end at the Southern Pacific Depot in 

Rcclwood City. Service is presently provided Monday through 

Friday by means of three 1945 buse$~ Because of decreasing 

p.atronage and incrc.:Jsing costs> applic.;'lnts propose th.::lt Route A 
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be reduced from 11 round~trip schedules daily to 5 round trips; 

Route B be reduced from l3 round-trip schedules eaily to 8 round 

trips; and that Rcutc$ E and F be reduced from 12 round-trip 

schedules ~ily to 8 round trips~ 

According to applicants the operations h~c experienced 

~~c following decline in patronage: 

Year No~ Passcn~ers No~ Miles -
1956 5L:.O,000 315,000 
1957 501,000 297~000 
1959 255,000 154,000 
1962 168,000 122,400 
1963 114,000 122,400 

At tbe present titt~ applicants allege they arc losing 

.~pproxi~tcly $62 per day on the Redt-1ood City portion of their 

service. If authorized, the proposed reduction would enable 

applicants to eliminate one driver Dnd result in an estimated 

sa71ngs in expenses of appro~tely $55 pcr day with' a corres

ponding loss in revenue of approximately $20 per dayo 

After several years of negotiating,app1icants entered 

into an agreement with the City of R.edwood City 'Whereby' the city 

subsidized the operDtion to the extent of $50'per day for a 

period of thirty d~ys. The subsidy terminated in ~y of 1964, 

and has not becn'rcnewcd. 

The City of Redwood City p:otests ~ny further reduetion 

in service on the ground ~b~t its existing service is presently 
" 

m:i:oimal. The Ci~ Manoger of the City of Redwood City testified 

that existing service should be continued until such time as a 

newly formed Citizens; Committee on transportation bos b~d an 

opportunity to mc!(C a study of the problems involved ond :to 
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formulate specific recommendations. The chairmQn of tho Committee 

testified th~t none of the ~mbers have had any experience in the 

field of transportation but he expects to hold a public meeting on 

August 18, 1964, in an attempt to ev~luatc the public' neecls and 

requirements for transportation in Redwood City. He .onticipa'l:ed 
I. 

that a report would be ready for consideration by the City Council 

by October of 1964. 

Two residents of the' arca spoke in protest to the 

reduction in service. One was a pa~ron of the service ~d stated: 

tb~t further reduction in serviee would result in ~.hardship to 

herself and her husband because they do not own an ~utomob11e and 

rely upon the bus service. 

Findings 

After considcr~tion the Commission finds that: 
'. 

1. Applicants ore presently r~>ndcring passenger stage 

service over specific routes in the City of Redwood City. 

2. Said operations arc being conducted at a loss. 

3. The p~oposed reduction in serviee will result in .:J net 

Saving to applicants of approximately $35 per day. 

4. !he City of Redwood City authorized a 30-day subsidy of 

the operation at the rate of $50 per day. The subsidy bas termin-
I 

ated and the city is unwilling to commit itself to any further 

subSidy pending a report by a newly formed Citizens' Committee 

on transport~tion. The report is expected in October of 1964. 

Conclusion 

It would be unreasonable to expect s~ll operDtors~ such 

as the applicants herein, to continue to provide se~lce at the 
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present level at a loss until such time as the City of Redwood City 

determines what, if any, a$$ist~nce it wi~l provide. The ~pplica

tion should be granted. 

ORDER - ......... ....- --
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. After the effective date ho~eof and on not less than 

five ~s r notice to the Coc::mission and to the public" (Jppli~nts 

~y reduce service on Routes A~ S, E, and F as herein proposed. 

2. Within one bundred twenty days after the effective date 

hereof, applicants shall amend their timetables on file with the 

Commission to reflect the autbority herein granted. 

!be effective d~te of this order sball be ten days after 

the date hcreofo 

Dated at ___ San_Fran __ e2!ICO ____ , C.;llifornia, this .2SzJ..,; 
&lj. of -"",""a.~IoooIIiI..,...y--(~tt~,j:--, 1964~ 


