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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND
TELEGRAPH COMPANY for anm oxder smending
Rule 86.9 of Gemeral Order No. 95 to permit

Application No. 46741
the use of plastic guy guards.

(Filed June 18, 1964)

GAS AND ELECIRIC COMPANY for en oxder
authorizing it to deviate from certain
provisions of Rule No. 56.9 of Genmexal Orxder
No. 95, so as to permit the use of plastic
anchor guy guards.

(Electrice)

%pplication No, 46824

)
)
)}
)
g
In the matter of the application of PACIFIC %
)
g Filed July 20, 1964)

OPINION

The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company (PT&T) in
Applicetion No. 46741 requests an order amending Rule 86,9 ¢f the
Commission's Gemeral QOrder No. 95, "Rules for Overhead Electric
Line Comstruction’, to permit the use of plastic guards‘fbr'anchor
guys; also, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (FGS&E) im Application
Ne. 46824 requests an order authorizing it to deviate from the
provisions of Rulé No. 56.9 of General Order No, 95 to pérmit‘the
use of plastic anchor guy guaxds,

Present Rule 56.9 and Rule 86.9 pertaining to protection
of anchor guys for supply limes and communication lines, respectively,

require that a substantial wood guard (preferably painted white) or

metal guard shall be securely attached to each anchor guy which 1is

exposed to traffic. ; .

The plastic guard which both applicants propose to utilize
is similex in form to the galvanized steel guards'cuxrently in use
and 1s said to be an improvement in several.rQSpects over stécl
guards. Beilng flexible, it will spring back into shaﬁe if bent, and,
1f torm, will not leave sharp jagged edges. It has also demomstrated
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goodecathexing propextics and high impact resistance over a ﬁidey
range of temperatures. Applicants state that the proposed plastic
guard is lighter, easier to handle in storing and installing, and
therefore offers a safety advantage to employees. Specifications
covering the cogineering requirements for the proposea guard are
atteched to Application No. 46741 as Exhibit B. |

Following an extemsive staff study in 1955, by Resclution
No. E~902, Gemeral Telephone Company of California was auvthorized
to deviate from the requircments of Rule 86.9 of Genexal Order No. 953
to use plastic guy guards., 7The Commission has been informed that
this utility's experience with plastic guy guards has been very
satisfactory. ‘

California Interstate Telephone Company, by Resolution
No. E-1118, dated Avgust 14, 1962, was granted authority for a
similar deviation. The Commission has been informed that this
vtility's cxperience with plastic guy guards has also been very
zatisfactory.

PG&E states that for sometime they have been evaluating
vorious plastic anchor guy guards and that techoical advanceés in the
plastic industry have resulted in the development of plﬁstic guards
whichh are supexrior im some properties to metal guards; also, they
are mow priced zpproximately $l.00:per guard lower than comparable
metal guards. |

By this Commission’s Résolution No. E-lléo; dated April 21,
1964, PT&T was authorized to deviate from the requircments of Rule
86.9, Genecxal Oxder No, 95, to the extent of using guy guaéds made
of high density ethylene copolymer plastic on anchor guys required
to have guards of wood or metal. This deviation was Zranted con~

tingent upor PI&T filing an application to amend the provision of

General Order No. 95 to imclude the use of plastic guy guards by any

or all utilities in California.
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After investigation the Commission f£inds that plastic
materials are sultable and adequate for use as guy guards; that
certain econcmies are afforded by their use; that safety standards
are not reduced, and that Gemeral Oxder No. 95 should be modified to

provide for the use of plastic guy guards statewide by all utilitieq.
A public hearing is not pecessary. The order which will issue herein

will satisfy the requests contzined in both &pplications Nos. 46741
and 46824.

IT IS ORDERED that Rule 55.9 and Rule 86.9 of this Com~
nission's General Order No, 95, "Rules for Overhead Electriec Line
Construction” be and it is hereby modified to read as fbilows:

"56.9' Protection |

A substantial wood guard (preferably painted white),

or metal guaxd, or a plastic guard of suitable materials,
not less than 3 feet in length, shall be securely at-
tached to each anchor guy which is exposed to traffic.
Such a %uard will not be required where the anchor rod.
iz 1-1/4 inches or greater in diameter, has ap overall
length above the ground of not less than 8 feet, and

extends to 2 height of pot less than 6 feet vertically
above ground.," ' o

"36.9 Protection | -

A substantial wood guaxd (preferably painted white),

or metal guard, or a plastic guard of suitable materials,
not less than 8 feet in lemgth, shall be securely at-
tached to each anchor guy which is exposed to traffic.
Such a §uard will not be required where the anchoxr rod
is 1-1/4 inches or greater in diameter, has ao overall
length above ground of mot less than 8 feet and extends

to a height of not less than 6 feet vertically above
grouvond."” ‘

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Secretary shall cause &
copy of thais order to be served upon each electric and telephone utii-
ity subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and, further,‘tb'

cause a suitable number of copies to be made available for distribu-

tion to such other utilities and the general public as may request
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the same,

The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof.

San Froociscd , Califormia, this
SEPTEMBER » 1964,
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Dated at

r57%  day of
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Commissliovexrs

Commissioner George G. Grover, belng
nocossarily'absont{ 414 not participato
in the disposition ¢f this proceeding.

Commissiomor William M. annott.fboing’
necossarily absent, did mot participat9
in the dispositiom of this proceeding.




