 QRIGINAL

Decision No. 67858

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In thoc Motter of the Application of
PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY for
2 cextificate of public convenience
and necessity to comstruct, Install, Application No. 46307
operate, maintain and usc Unit No. 3 (Filed July 15 7964)
at The Geysers Power Plant, 5

(Electric)

1

OPINION AND ORDER

Pacific G2¢ and Electric Compony (Pacific), reéucs:s a
certificate of public convenience and necessity for the construction,
operation, and maintenance of 3 third unit at its geothermal steame
clectric geonerating statxon in Sonoma County, known azs The chscrs
Power Plont.

Unit No. 1 at The Geysers Power Plént and its accompenying
transmission-line projeet were certificated by this Commission's |
Decision No. 58243, dated April 7, 1959, in Applicotion No. 40641.
Unit No. 1 was placed in commercial operationm on September 25. ~960
Subsequently and pursuant to the authorization contained in Dcclsxon
No. 62243, dated July 11, 1961, in Application No. 43331 Pacific
constructed Unit No, 2, having an operating capacity of 12,500 kw
and bringlng the total plant capacity to 25,000 kw. Unlt No. 2 was
placed in commercial operation March 19, 1963,

Pacific now proposes to install Unit No. 3, which will
consist of ome 25,000 kw (nominal) capacity turbo-generatot, one |

barometric condenser with gas ejectors and circulating pumps, md
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one cooling towexr, together with related electrical facilities,
including onc 24,000/32,000 kva, 13.8/60 kv, 3 phase transformex.
The unit Is to be supplied with not.lcss thap 550,000 pounds of
steam pex hour at 2 minimum pressure of 65 pounds pei square inch
geuge and a temperature o about 342 degreces Fabremhelt. Applicant
proposes to have Unit No. 3 in operation by Junc, 1966.

The estimated cost of Unit No. 3 is $4,100,000. The
average delivered energy cost is estimated to be 4.95.mills per
kilowatt-bour at a3 90% capacity facﬁbr 2s compared t6»5;65 iiils
for Units Nos., 1 and 2 combiﬁed at a 907% copacity faétor.

Unit No. 3 will be located ebout 1 milc west of Units

Nos. 1 and 2., Paciflc proposes to construct a 60 kv tronsmission

line from Unit No. 3 to Units Nos. 1 and 2 and sbout 10imilés‘of

60 kv transmission line frem Unit No. 3 to & comnection with
Pacific's Fulton-Hopland tramsmission line in the vicinity of
Cloverdale. | |

Foﬁ the operation of The Geysers'Powér Plant, Pacific
purchases geothermal steam, pursuant to the terms and conditions of
2n agreement datced October 30, 1938, as amen&ed Mexrch 31, 1961; wich
Magma Power Company and Thermal Power Company. The basic agreement
as amended is z part of Application No. 43331 and is hereby incorpo-
rated into this procceding by reference. | | |

On the basis of the information before it, the Commission%'-
finds that applicont's proposal is in the public-interest; that
public convenience and necessity now require and will require the |
construction of Unit No. 3 at The Geysers Power Plant, together.with"

related facilities and tronsmission lines as proposed in this
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appli@ation, that a public hearing is not necessary, énd‘that a

certificate should be issued.

The certificate of pubiic convenience and necessity which
will issue herein 1s subject to the following provision of law:

That the Commission shall have no powexr to suthor=-

izc the capitalization of this certificate of public

convenience and mecessity or the right to own, oper-

atc or enjoy such cettificate of public convenience

and necessity in excess of the amount (exclusive of

any tex or annual charze) actually paoid to the State

as the consideration for the issuance of such cers

tificate of public convenience and necessity or
right. : |

The action taken herein is for the issuonce of a certificate
of public convenicence an& necessity only and is not to be considered
as indicative of amounts to be included in proceedings for the
puxpose of determiniﬁg Just and reasomable rates.

IT IS ORDERED that:

l. A certificate of public convcniencg and necessity is
granted to Pacific Gas and Electric Company to comstruct, operate,
waintain and use geothexrmal steam-clectric gencrating Unit No. 3 oﬁ
The Geysers Power Plant as described in the applicatien.

2. Applicant shall file with this Commission a2 detailled
stateaent of the capital cost of The Geysers Power Plant Unit No., 3
and the facilities 2nd transmission lines related theictc~within

one year following the date of completionm.
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3. The suthorization granted shall expire if not exercised
within threce years from the effective date hercof.
The effective date of this order shall be twenty doys
after the date hercof. |

Dated at San Franciscd

day .of SEPTEMBER , 1964,

, Colifornia, .this JZ 4

| Commissioners




