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Dec;l.s:(bq No. ©7938
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE:STAIE OFMCALIFORNIA‘

JOE B. PAULETTO and PINE TREE
TRAILER PARK, o

Complainants,  Case No. 7884 .

(Filed April 28, 1964)
V8. : «

SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC.
COMPANY, a corporation,

Defendant.

Oscar E. Knappe, Euployers' Assoclation of
Northern San Diego County, Inc., for
conplainants.

Chickering & Gregory, by Sherman Chickering
and C. Hagden Anes, and Stanley Jewell, =
Arch Main, for the Commission staff.

This matter was hearci and submitted before Exomimer:
Patterson in San Diego on July 10, 1964, ,

Conplainants request an order requiring defendant to
supply high pressure gas service at 5 psi to the Pinme Tree Trailer
Park in Escondido. ‘Iﬁe coziplainants' case, in substance ,’ is that
Joe B. Pauletto, a gemeral contractor, installed in a new |
portion of the Pine Tree Trailef Paxk a gas piping feedgr‘“_sym:em-
to receive high pressure gas at. 5 psi and distribute it ty:htéugh
pressure regulé.tors and low pressuxe lines i:o the trailler ;

locations; that the high pressure por;ion of the systen was placed
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in a commom utility tremch; that the entire systen wasiinstalled in

accordance with the City of Escondido's requirements and was 3p-
proved by a City plumbing inspector; that defeﬁdaﬁt refused to
sexve 5 psi service, alleging that the pipe location is. hazardous,t
and instead 1is supplying 7-inch water colutmn low pres,ure se:vice,
which is not adequate for the trailer occupants' needSt It'is
complainants' position that defendant has no authority to :efuse
service because of a condition on the customer's side of the meter 
which was approved by the City of Escondido.

A City of Escondido”plumbihg.inspector‘testified that at
the tice he made the instection‘on October 15, 1963, he was |
satisfied that the‘installatioﬁ met.the City'stcode‘requirenehts
fox gas piping, and be appzoved.it. He ptesented a iettet, dated:
Jonuary 3, 1964 Exhibit 1, signed by hin stating that the gaa
line was tested at 50 plus pounds pressure.

The record shows that the City of Escondido’'s code
requirenents for gas piping include,.irn addition to the Uniform
Plunbing Code of 1961, Rnles and- Regulations for Plunbing and
Cas Equipment and Installations in Mbbilehome Parks, California
Administrative Code Title 8~ Chapter 9, Axticle 3, as adopted
April 19, 1961, by City Ordinance No. 758. Section 16357 5 of
Axticle 3 provides that piping carrying gas pressures in excess
of 15 inches water colunn pressure shall be tested' at ot less
than 60 pounds per square inch,gauge pressure.

Defenéant's'superinteﬁdent~o£ commerciel gas and stean
sales testified that the gas piping systen in question does mot.
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neet defendant's xequirements for 5 psi sexvice to trailer parks;

and that in his opinion it constitutes a potential hazard'. | Said

| ﬁitness, who has been _responsible' for developing defendant's
criteria for high pressure ‘serviee_ to traller parks andihss

~ participated with varioﬁs offictal organizations concerned with
such sexvice, testified that. defendant's tas:tc requirerﬁente' are
that the gas 1ines be weld jointed and be placed only beneath
pernanent xroadways or waucways. | He explained that sueh require-
ments for location of ‘high' pressure p:l.ping reflect the ‘cotzpany 8
experience with deterioretioﬁ of gas lines ‘wheﬁ‘ they are plaeed .
ia close pro;d.mity to other utility lizes, because of electro,lyfsis._
vnder the extrenely wfavorable local 'eoil' conditiene, and phyeical
damage which earx Tesult fron txaintenenee work on the other lines,’
end that they also lessen the likelihood that a mobile trailer
structure will be placed d'lreetly over a gas line. The poteﬁtial
hazard in such cases arises fron the fact that dangerous quant:l.t:l.es
of gas can accunulate moze quiekly fron a leak in' a high pressure
systea than in a2 low pressure system. He testified further that
one of the trallers in the park is located over, or nearly.over, ,
the high pressure line; that the trailer ﬁark's epplieat;on, nade
October 12, 1963, was for low pressere gas service to a eater
heater in 2 utility building, and that the request for high
pressure service was not nade until Decesber 2, 1963, ’l’his witness
also testified that 1f the regulators installed on conplai.nants
systexn were removed and if the restrictions which e:d.st because ‘

of the condition of the tubing eomect:lons to some of f.he trailers




were elininated, ‘satisfactory sei:v:!.ce would be received by the
traller occupants frono the p::eecnt low pressure systen. o

Defendant will supply high pressure sexvice 1f the
section of the gas line located in the common utility ditch is
rexouted undexr the xoadwsy as shown om Exhibit 4. The cost of
such rerouting was estimated ‘by the trallex park ‘omer-partne:b-'
to be between $400 and $500. o _ o

The record shows that sbout April, 1962, the owmer-
‘partner of the Pine Tree Trailer Park, upon his requeet , was
supplied with a gas distrzibution design prepaxed by defendmt for
supplying high pressure service to az older pbrtion of the t:aiieif
park from a zeter 1ocetion on B_readwey. ‘.fb.ie design, Exbibit' 3,
specified defendant's requirements for high' pressure' se:cvice |
including the placing of such lines under permanent roedwaysl and
walkways. Said design was never utiliﬁed, however, and the
older portion of the trei.ler park is presently receiving low
pressure service. Defendent received no request for a gas

distribution systen design for sexrvice to the new section of the |
trailer park. |

It is defendant s poaition thar. gas is nornally sexved '

at low pressure, high pressure serv:!.ce being considered unusual
and in this regard poinaed out :Lts f:f.led Rule Z(b) ’ "Pressure'
which provides, in part, '

"Gas supplied at the outlet of a meter will
norcally be at ''low ‘pressure.'’ . The standard
for "low pressure" shall be an average presgure
equivalent to 7 inches of water colutm. ...’

"Gas will be supplied at "high pressuxe,” upon ap-
proval of the Company, when and wherc.such sexrvice
is availeble froo existinz high pressure nains, ..."
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The record.shows that defendant serves high prossuie‘gas
to‘approximately 800'installations, whioh is less than oﬁe-half '
of one oef cent of the totai nuober of gas meters gexved. Approxdi-
nately 160 tobilehome parks are sorved with gas, of which opproﬁi-
nately 120 are served at bizh pressure. Defendant’s.witnessé
‘testified that all of these 120 have complied with the requizenents
of placing the high pressure piping underneath roadways ox

| walloways. | . B |
| It seens clear fron the recoxd that‘alﬁhough[the owoer-'
partoer of Pine Tree Traller Park was aware of defendantfs~
requirenents for high pressure gas sexvice, he proceeded to have
a gas piping.systemvinstalledjWhioh did not meet those‘foqgire-

nents.

Defendant's Rule 9 provides that the utility has the

Tight to refuse or cease the delivery of gas to a customer if
any part of the customexr's service, appiiahces or apparatus is
vasafe.
In view of all of the evidence, the more important

.elenents of which are digcussed gbove, the Commission nakes the
following findings: | |

1. The gas piping systen installed in the Pime Tree Traller
Paxk doeé not.meet'defendantfs odndous requirements for high

pressure gasvservice., _

2. Said gas piping system'wou&d constitute a pooential hazaro
mf high pressuxe 5 psi gas service were to be. rendered.

3. The evidence does not establish’ that the gas piping
systea in question was tested in accordance with the :eqpirenenta
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of Par* 7 of the Cali:ornxa Adm;nistratlve Code Titlc Ss Chapter 9,
Artxcle 3, Section 16357. 5.

Jased upon the above findings we conclude that the complaint
should be dismis sed '

QRDE

IT IS ORDERED that the relief sought by complainants is
denied and the complaint is dismissed.

The effective date of this oxder shall be “wency days
after the date hereof |

o 4
| Dated at___Ben Frascisco , California, this 5~
day of _OCTOBER , 1964,
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‘ﬁommiSSicners o

Commissioner Everett C. .Mi:!'{ede':o:,‘.: bcihg__*;".
nocossarily absont, did not participato -
in the dispesition of this ‘proceed:‘mg._,




