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Decision No. 68036 

BEFORE '!HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter of the investigation into the rates, ) 
rules and regulations, charges, allowances aDd ) 
practices of all common carriers, highway carriers,) 
and city carriers relating to the transportation of) Case No.S432 
any and all commodities between and within all )Petitio'D for Mod­
points aDd places in the State of California (in- )ification No. 355, 
eludi-cg but not limited to,. transportatiotl for ) (Filed August 17, 
which rates are provided in Minimum Rate Tariff) 1964) 
No.2). ) 

----------------------------------------) ) 
In the .. , Matter " of the Investigation for the purpose 
of considering and determining revisions in or re­
issues of Exception Ratings Tariff No.1. 

) 
) 
) 

----------------------------------------) 
OPU~!ON AND ORDER 

Case No. 7858 

By this petition the American Partition Company (a division 

of Staxldard Brands Incorporated) seeks the establishment of a truck­

load exception rating, of Clas'Z "A", miDimum weight 30,000 pounds for 

movements subject to the provisions of Minimum Rate Tariff No. 2 of: 

"Partitions, NOI fibreboard, paper or wood· pulp, 
Dot corrugated, flat, KD flat, folded flat or 
nested solid, itl packages." 

Under the govertling provisioDs of Mitlimum Rate Tariff No.2, 

the class ratiDgs and minimum weights on Fibreboard PartitioDs, 

corrugated and Dot corrugated are set forth iD Items Nos. 54800 and 

54830, respectively, of the National Motor Freight Classifieat1o'D 

A-7 (Cal.).l Item No. 54800 provides a truckload rating of fifth 

class, miDimum weight 24,000 pounds, on eorrtlgated parti tiODS, regard­

less of the form of shipment and Item No. 54830 of the Classificatiotl 

also provides a truckload rating of fifth class on partitions, not 

corrugated~ subject to a. miDimum weight of 36,000 pounds, regardless 

of the form of shipment. 

1 Hereinafter referred to as the Class·:tficatioD. 

-1-



c. 5432 Pet. 355, C.7858 GH 

PetitioDer states that the commodi~, for which it seeks 

the establishmetlt of a:n exceptioll rating, is manufactured at its 

plant located at Merced, Cali fortli a. It alleges that the densi~ of 

this product, as shipped, is considerably higher than corrugated 

fibreboard partitioDs, for which like ratings arc: named in Item No. 

54800 of the ClassificatioD, and should, therefore, normally entitle 

the product in quest10D to a more favorable rating.
2 

'!be petitioner 

alleges that it conducted a study for a ten-month period itl 1963 which 

revealed that its shipments of Fibreboard Partitions, not corrugateo, 

in the volume category, ranged frcnn 10,000 pounds to' over 30,000 

pounds. PetitioDer states that the shipmctlts :ttl lots of 10,000 

pounds and 30,000 pounds· reflect its customers' trade patter~s which 

are apparently recognized on a nationwide basis since class ratings 

are provided for shipmetlts itl lots of 15,000, 24,000,. and 36,000 
,I 

pou'Dds, respectively. In Exhibit nAn, attached to the subject peti­

tion, a comparison is made of several illterstate aDd intrastate 

common carrier tariffs which co~tain eommodityrates or class ratings 

on Fibreboard Pzrtitioes, not corrugated, as well as other related 

paper products, equal to or lower in volume or effect, when trans­

ported ill lots of 30,000 pounds' or less, thaD currently·applicable 

to the intrastate highway carrier traffic involved hereiD. 3 

While petitioner alleges that Shipments within CaliforDia 

are bei'Dg penalized by higher less-truckload class ratings, no 

2 Petitioner alleges a load factor of approximately 1500 pounds per 
litlear foot of trailer length, densities of 25 pounds per eubic 
foot aDd greater, and aD almost nOD-:-existent claim ratio. 

3 Petitioner draws particular attention to the fifth class, mi'Dimum 
weight 24,000 pounds, aDd the fifth class,. mi:cimum weight 30.000 
pounds exception ratings on certain related paper products set 
forth in Items Nos. 500 aDd 780 of the Cormnissio'D' s Exception 
Ratings Tariff No.1. 
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adjustment in such ratings is, beiDg sought: at this time. What· 

petitioner allegedly requires, in.order to meet its customers' trade 

policies, is an intermediate 30,OOO-pound truckload rating to alter­

nate with the present fifth class 36,OOO-pound ra.ting. In order to 

i~sure the establishme~t of ac intermediate truckload minimum weight 

of 30,000 pounds, which will have little or no effect upon. caX'rier 

revenues, petitioner requests that such intermediate truckload mini­

mum weight be made subject to the Class "AU rather thaD the current 

fifth class truckload ratiDg. 

Petitioner states that its major movemeDts are to Los 

~geles aDd SaD Francisco at which points are also located peti­

tioDer's maiD competitors. Finally, petitioner avers that while it 

does not expect to alter the geographical advantage of iescompet1-

tors, it feels it may reasonably request the opportuni~ to ship in 

lots of 30,,000 pounds without having to· pay for defic:i.t weight:. 

Assertedly the pX'oposed exception rati'Dg is. desired by both 

shippers and carriers. The proposal will have but minor effect upon 

the resulting carrier freight cha.rges.. Ex parte action is requested. 

Copies of the verified petition were mailed to various 

carriers, shippers, and associations known by petitioner to be inter­

ested, The California Trucking Association and Fibreboard Paper 

Products Corporation have informed the Commission by letter that 

they have no objection to the handling of the matter on an ex parte 

basiS. In addition" Fibreboard specifically supports petitio1)er's 

proposal. 

In the circumstances, it appears, and the ~ssion finds, 

that petitioDer's proposal is reasonable and Justified, axld that the 

resulting minimum rates and charges will be just, 'reasonable and non­

discriminatory minimum r~tes and charges for the transportation of 

the commodity herein involved. A public hearing is not necessary. 

The petition will be granted. 
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IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. ExceptioIl RatiIlgS Tariff No. 1 (Appendix A to Decision 

No. 66195, as amended) is hereby further amended by iDcorporating 

thereiD, to become effective November 21, 1964, Fourth Revised Page 3 

aod First Revised Page 24,which pages are attached' hereto and by this 

refereDce made a part hereof. 

2'. Tariff publications, required to be made by common carriers 

as a result of the order herein may be made effective :cot earlier thaD 

the tenth day after 'the .effective date of this order on Dot less thaD 

ten days' notice to the Commission aDd to the public aDd such tariff 

publications shall be made effective Dot later thaD November 21, 1964; 

and the tariff publications which are authorized but not required to 

be made by commOD carriers as a result of the order herein may be made. 

effective :cot earlier than the tenth day after the effective date,of 

this order, and may be made effective o:c not less than ten days' 

notice to the COmmission and to the public if filed Dot later thaD 

sixty days after the effective date of the minimum rate tariff pages 

iDcorporated iD this order. 

S. Common carriers, i:o establishing and maintaining the ra.tes 

authorized hereiDabove, are hereby authorized to depart from the 

provisions of Section 460 of the Public Utilities Code to the exteDt 

necessary to adjust long- and short-haul departures now'maintained 

UDder outstanding authorizations; such outsta:oding author:f.zat1oXls 

are hereby modified only to the extent necessary to comply with this 

order; and schedules containing. the rates published under this author­

ity shall make reference to- the prior orders authorizing lODg- aDO 

short-haul departures arld to this order. 
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4. In all other respects said Decision No. 66195, as amended, 

shall remain in full force and effect. 

The effective date of this order shall be twen~ days after 
the date hereof. 

Dated at. ____ San __ F.!:'an __ emco _____ , California, this 

COmmissioners 

CO:l1mis::;1onor George G.. Grover _ being. 
noce::sllr11y llbsent. 4!4 notpart1ci~'to 
in the 41sp03it1on or tlUs proceed.1zlg. 
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E~Uw~h Revi5~d Pas~ ••• :3 
Cancels 

~~:i Revised. Pa.ge •••• :3 

i 
CO~ODnIES i 

I 

; 

i Bagging , 
I Bags I · Bakery Cioods I 
I 

I BaJlast~.Fl~re~cent L3mp 
I Ba:kets,. ber.r,y and tru1t 
I Batteries. d:r:y cell 

I Beverage Preparations 
Briquettes,. wood 

I Buildi%lg. -l-Iaterials I 

! 
I 

Ctmned. Foodstui'f~ 
: Carmed Goods 
I Carriers, new I 

Carriers, old (~cd) 
· Carriers.. used package:. 
I 

Catalogues 
Cellulose film 
Cereal and Cereal 

Products , 
Circulars -· Clothing. 3taple work 
Co!!ee~ extract of 

I 
Compo\mds~ bui'!ing or 

polishing 
Compounds" cleaning, 

scour-".LJlg. or wasbj,ng 
I Compound.s,paint"lacquer . I 

I 
or varmsh reducing, 
removing or thinning I 

I 
Compo~ .. -tree and f 

weed Id.ll1ng 
ContectioIlC:ry 

, 
I Egg case or carrier 

fillexs or nat: 
Explos1ves 

I 

! Fertilizer~ 
I 

I Fillers, egg case or 
I -carrier 
I 
I Film,. cellillose I Flats .. egg case or 
j carrier 
I 

Floor Coverings i 

I Flowers, :t'rc8h, cut 
I 

i Food$tutts, canned or 
I preserved.. I 

I Fungicides I 

I 
I 

! 

EXCEPTION RATINGS TARlFF NO.l 

INDEX OF COMMOnr.t'IES 

I 

Item Item 
, 

COMMODITIES I N'OIIlOer N1Jmber \ 
I 

J 

100 Cames .and Toys 595· I 
I 100 Gelatine 597 

120 Oyp~ 600· 
130 
140 , 
150 Reps 620 
160. Household Goods 640,660 
180 

I 840 
·1 

Ice (water} 680 
Ice Cream 690 

220,221,240 Insecticides 700. 
220 .. 221.240 

260 
280 Ladders .. -Ste~ 900 

300,320,321, 
340 

I 740 Magazines 740 I 

i 390 Material, Roofing, 
)60, .361,380, Builcl.iDg or Paving. 840 

381 
740 760 Paints 
400 _ P~per or P~per Article: 170,,180 
~O *Partitior.s,~ot corrugated 785. 

PavingMaterial~ 840 
200 Periodicals 740 

Pla.st;).c s,. SynthetiC 800, .alO· 
1.440 Preserved Foodstuffs 220,221;240: 

Products~ Cereal 360, 361, 38c. 1 

l - .381 
760 

/ 
Ranges~ iron or steel 920 I 460 Returned Shipments 820 

480 Roo!1xlg: Materials 840, 

Sal-Soda 860 
SOO Salt, common (SoQ.i'lJIll 
,20 Chloride) 880 

Sheets, Sj'nthetic plastic 810 
Shi:P1llents, returned. 820 

540",60",80 Step Ladder::; 900 
Stoves, iron or steel 920 

,00 Sugar 940 ' 
.390 

, 

950 
I ,00- 'Xi tan:!.:cllll Dioxide I, 

585·,590 
S92' 

Varnishes 760 
220,22l,240 

700 . 
Wood. Briquettes 180 
Wood,. tlu;l '960 



* Addition, Decision No. 68036 

EFFEC'rIVE NOVi.l"JB.E..~ 2l,. 1964 . 

Issued by the Public Utili ties Commis3ion or the State of Cali£ornia,. 

Correction No. 18' 
San Frane1sco,. . Cal1!orll1a.. 
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~st le~5oa1 ?a;e •••••• 24 
:-.r.cel: 

. Origj tlaJ Page .......... 24 EXCEPTION RATINGS· TJ.P.l.FF NO. 1 
I 

SEC'J:ION NO. 2 - RAXINGS w"HIC:I ARE EXCEPTIONS Item , 
I 

TO T.8Jl: C;C (Continued) No. I 
! 

! ARTICLES &a~ 
LTL '1'L I 

; 
, 

Paper and Paper Articles, 'Viz.: I 
I , B.ags, paper" printed or not printed, in 'bales" : 
, boxes" bundles or ero.te:s (see Note 2)" 
, Book" not surta.ce co~ted" not othorw:i.:se indexed , 

by name, in "ooxe:s .. bundles .. crates or rolls, I 

I Box'ooard .. in boxes, 'bundles .. cra.tes or rollo" 
Fru1 t wr~)ping" cut to shape (printed or not I 

I 
! printed. , in 'b'Undles, 'boxes' or crates" 
i l'.ard.la. Tag Board, in boxes, 'bundles, crates or , 

1 

roll:s, 
Napk1rl:J (see Note 1) .. in 'bales, 'boxes .. 'bundles , or crates .. : , Newsprint, ) other tllan carbo.n1zed print, fibre , 
Poster" ) content c0n3ist1ng ot not les3 , 

, 
) than 60 percent gro\Uld. wood. ('Will : 
) not include paper which ~ been 

i ) proees3ed a.!ter i t3 original manu-
) tacture), in boxes, bundles, cra.tes $ ! ) or rolls, subject to Note 3, 

: Paperboard., in 'boxc",.. 'bundles, cra.tes or roll~, , 
?ulpboard, in boxes, bundles, cra.tes or rolls" , 

! Strawboard."in boxes" 'bundles, cr~tes or roUs .. 
I T:i.s3Ue, in 'boxes, bundles, crate:s or rolls, 780 I 
I 

ToUet (see Note l), in boxes, bundles. crates I 

I or row .. 

I 
Towels (see Note 1), in 'boxes, bundles, crates 

or rolls, , Wra.pping, not otherw1:se indexed by name, not 
I 
I fabric-lined, and exclusive ot glazed... oiled, 

vegetable parebment, waxed. or otller grease 
proof paper, in boxes, 'bundles .. cra.tes or 'rolls, 

Wra.pp1ng" waxed. 
Minimnmweight )0,000 les. 

" . NOTEJ..-Appl1es oJ:lly on Napld.l:l.$, Toilet Paper or ,. 
Towels, when in mixed truckloads 'With one or more o! the 
other articles named.. 

, 

NOTE 2.-Wi tn ~bipment.s of Pa.per' Bage, printed. or 
net printed" straight trueJa.o.a.ds tn' when in mixed 
truckloads 'Wi til Paper or Paper Articles" there may 'be 
inclucied closing xna:t.erial Crepe Wrapping Paper; 
T'wi$ted Paper Cordi Cotton $e14ing 1'wine 1 Liquid 

I 
Acl.he3ive or :La.tex; Waxi $ea'1ng --Pa.per or Tape .. subject 
to the following conditions: .. 

I (a.) The weight o£ the clo~iI:lg materials DOt to 
I exceed .five (5) percent ot the· total weigllt I , o! the paper 'bags. 
I 

(b) The weight o~ the elosing materials 'Will 'be , , 
I charged on basis o! rates named for paper I 
I 'bags. 
I (c) 'rhe weight ot the elo~ m.ateri.iLs 1n1J:Y 'be 
I used. to· make up,the 1"1 n; mum truckload weight 
I p~ tor paper bags. 
1 , 

I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I . 
j 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I , 
I 
I 
I 
, 



, 
. I 

I 

I 
i NOTE 3. -Sl".i:pping document mu.st contain notation 
I reading: "Newsprint Paper (or paper subject t.o thi:; 

not.e), fibre content. consisting of not les~ than 60 
porcent. gro'l.lrld wood. 1t 

Partit.ions, NOIBW, fibreboard, paper or wood pulp, 
not cOrr.lgated; nat., KD £lat., .folded nat or 
nested :::olid, in packages. 

(l)}I'.ir.:l.lmlm truckload weight 30,000 pO\mds .............. .. 
Minimum truckload weight )6,000 pounds ........... . 

(1) Applies only in connection with trai'fic 
moving under rates named in ~Jillilmml Rate 
Tariff No.2. 

A 
$ '~78S i 

I 
I 
I 

I
I I 

t . 
~------------------------------~----~----~~I 

68036 * Addition~ Deei~ion No .. 

I 
EFFECTIVE NOVENBER 21, 1964 

Issued by the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California, 

Correction No. 19 
San Francisco, California. 
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