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Decision No. _.--;6;;:;.;S~1..:..i6~8,,--__ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the Co~nty of Alameda, ) 
State of California, for an order ) 
authorizing construction of a ) 
separation structure to replace the ) 
existing Southern Pacific Company ) 
Crossing No. D-39'.2B, on Pleasanton- » 
Sunol Road, Alameda County, Califor-
nia, sometimes referred to as ) 
Hacienda Crossing. ) 

------------------------------) 

Application No.. 43923 
(Filed November 16, 1961) 

~~glas R. Dunning, Assistant District Attorney, 
for applicant. 

Harold S~ L~, for Soutbern Pacific Company, respondent. 
M. E. G"=~tch~l, for the Commission staff. ' 

OPINION - ~ -- ..... -- _ ... 
The applicant County filed this application for permission 

to replace the Hacienda un~erpass near Pleasanton with a new struc-, 

ture designed to carry Southern Pacific's tracks over a much wider 

road span. Public hearing was held ;at, Pleasanton before Examiner 

Power on September 16, 1964 and the~tter was submitted. 

The underpass now in existence is overly' narrow and 

hence dangerous. County and Railroad are in agreement that the 

, present underpass should be replaced. 

The long delay has been occasioned by certain conver­

sations between the Southern Pacific and Western Pacific Railroads. 

These concerned a possible joint track agreement affecting the 

Pleasanton area. Tbe conversations enviSioned that Western Pacific 

trackage would be used in the area which includes the Hacienda 

separation. Had these conversations been successful the Southern 

Pacific trackage would have been removed, automatically solving 

the problem. 
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Unfortunately the conversations have not been successful. 

A Sou~hern Pacific witness testified that there is no foreseeable 

probability that such a joint track agreement will be reacbed and 

accordingly no foreseeable prospect that the Southern Pacific 

trackage will be abandoned. 

All the other issues in the case were covered by a 

stipulation. The railroad stipulated that the separation could 

be replaced and costs apportioned by agreement. If agreement is 

not reached within one hundred eighty days,costs may be apportioned 

by the Commiss1on after hearing. County stipulated that the order 

may ~equire plans to be approved by the railroad. 

The Commission finds that: 

1. Public safety, convenience, and necessity require that 

the County of Alameda be authorized to construct a new structure 

to carry tracks of the Southern Pacific Company at separated grades 

over the Pleasanton-Sunol road at the approximate location set 

forth in the application which is in the- tmmediate vicinity of 

separation No. D-39.2B-. 

2. There is no foreseeable probability that the Southern 

Pacific trackage at the point of this grade separation will be 

abandoned. 

- The Commission concludes that the application should be 

granted as provided by the following order. 

ORDER -- -- ..-, -- ~ 
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The County of Alameda is authorized to construct the 

Pleasanton-Sunol Road at separated grades under the track of 

Southern Pacific: Company, near Pl~asanton, Alameda County. at the 
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location and substantially as shown by map (Exhibit A)' attached 

to the application, to be identified as Crossing No. D-39 .. 2-Ih 

2. Construction and maintenance expense shall 'be borne in 

accordance with an agreement entered into· between the parties 

relative thereto, and copy of said agreement, together with plans 

of said crossing approved by Southern Paeific Company, shall be 

filed with the Commission within one hundred eighty· days from the 

date hereof. Should the parties fail to' agree, the Commission Will 

apportion the cost of construction and maintenance by further orcler. 

3. Within thirty days after completion pursuant to this 

or4er applicant shall so adVise the Commission in writing. This 

authorization shall QxPire if not exercised within three years, 

unless' ttme be ·extended or if conditions are not complied·with. 
t. \' 

The c:f~ct~va dn-:e of this ordc= shan be t'01cnt:y' &118 

after the date hereof~ 
Dated at ____ San;;;;;,;;;;;,..;Fre;.;.;;.;ol'l;;.;dS;;;sco __ , __ , Califomia t this 

day of ___ .:.;.N,;;;.OV-.F._M.-,B E-.:,R.:.-.. __ , 1964 .. 


