Declsion No. | 6850’?

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA'

In the Mattexr of the Application of )
RINGSBY-PACIFIC LID., for permis- ;
),
)

Application- No.: : 47164 .

sion to publish a minimum charge - Y w4 1064
for trausportation of Class A and Filed .lleceu‘;bet: 4’ | 1964

Class B explosives.

oprm:om AND. ORDER

Ringsby-Pacific Ltd. (formerly Fortier ‘Iransportation
Company), a Cal:[fornia corporation, operat:l’.ng as a highway com:non
carrier between various points in Californ:!.a, seeks authority to ‘
establish rates pred:!.catcd upon a min:!.mum weight of 5 000 pounds per L

shipment for the transportation of Class A and Class B ex.plosives., L

Applicant proposes to accomplish this ObJ ective by having published a

in its behalf certain prov:!.sions of Item No. 522 of Paca.f'f.c Coast
Taxriff Bureau Exception Sheet No. 1, Cal. P.U. C No. 4- of C. R.‘ ,
Nickerson, Agent. The pertinent prov:(sions of the aforementioncd
tariff rule are set forth below- S

"All LTL s gnents of Classes A and B explos:[ves >

as defined Dangerous Articles Tariff No., .

MF-ICC No. 12, Cal. P.U.C. No. 6 of Amer:’.can

Truc:c:’.ng Associations, Inc., Agent, or suceessive

issues thereof, shall be assessed charges based:

on appl:[cable LTL ratings, subject, however, ro
um weight of 5,000 pounds pex shipment.

The proposed rule would result in Increased freight
charges for less-than—truckload shipments of- Classes A and B explo-
sives weighing less than 5,000 pounds. : | |




as follows:

Class A - Those explosives of maximum hazard. .

Class B - Less dangerouslexplosives, principal
bazard being involvement in fire.

Class C - Relatively safe explosives.'

In genmeral, Class A and Class B-include high explosives, B
black powder, initiating or primary explosives, ammunition fOr cannon,\”
explosive projectiles, bombs, torpedoes, mines, grenades, Jato units,_’-
detonating fuzes and primers for high explosives, and- blasting caps |
in quantities over 1 000. Class C explosives include blasting oaps
in quantities of 1, 000 or less, combination fuzes and primers; common
fireworks, electric ignitors or squibs, small. arm5~ammnnition, signal
flaxes, swoke candles, pots and signals, percussion or time fuzes,
Very signal cartridges, and toys such as "caps."

Class C explosives are not Iavolved: herein.

There are a number of statutes and administrative rules
providing regulation for the transportation of explosives and other |
dangexrous articles over the public highways by motor vehicular “
equipment. Regulations established by the Interstate Commerce Comrv
nission in M.C.13 are applicable to transportation of explosives '
between California points.1 Division 14 of the Vehicle Code sets
forth regulations, including provisions for obtaining permits to o
transport explosives, which adopt the standard of" equipment pre- o
seribed by the ICC.2 The State Fire Marshal " has power to designate
the routes whieh are to be used for the transportation of explosives

and to designate locations for required inspection stops and safe

parking and stopping places.

Explostves are closstfied according to the degree of basard

Statutes 1963 Chagaer“zma T L - B e £ £ i -3 T T o P 1 Coae o |

ic which Section 34505 provides for the application of the’ safety
regulationsof the ICC in California intrastate traffic." -

Settion 31603 of the Vehicle Code.
._2; |




The action proposed by applic’ant is elle-ged to be'i"fully

justified by the abnormal costs experienced in the tremSportation

of less-truckload shipments of explosives duec to tne unusua.l service “

zequirements necessary to Iasure public safety. As a result o... .
regulations governing the transportation of cxplo...ivcs, f!.ess-i
truckload shipments of Classes A and B expa.osives must be handled by '
Ringsby in a vehicle dedicated. to the movement of- single shipment.,,
regaxrdless of the weight thereof. Equipment must: be furnished with
spec:.al safety devices and placaroed. It is dz.fficult to synchro-
nize applicant s line-haul operation, which is dedicated to the
transportation of gcneral freight with the safety require:nents |
governing movenents of explosives. Norm.el d:.rect routes of opera-— o
tioms cannot be followed because of prescribed circuitous routing

~
zegulations. Vehicles tra.nSporting explosives are a.lso su'bgect to

a xaximum Speed regulation of 45 miles per hour (Section 31614 of the i

Vehicle Code). Applicant also points out that safety rules require o |
& vekicle transporting cxplosivcs in less-truckload lots must be o
vader comstant surveillance, Drivers used on equipment moving
explosive traffic receive premium pay of an additione.l X cent per
mile, when wiges are calculated on & mileege basis y and 15 cents

pexr hour for dr...vmg time when wagc scale is computed on a timc

basis.

Applicant cites & typical example of the. cos ts incurred in
moving 2 shipzent of explosives, weighing 135 pounds, from Newhall |

to Concord, California. Three separate units of dedicated motor 7
equipment were required (two pickup and delivery trucks and one line- )
kaul eait). Each unit was ubject to spec:! ._l mainte ance end safetv
standards. The. dr:x.vers received the reouired prem_um pay. ‘I‘he ”

pickup end delivery equipment was ~required to use circuitous routes :
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in order to move between contact points with mainline cquipment."’ -
Applicant estimates that the cost of handling this l35-pound shipment’; -
would be roughly equivalent to the cost of nandling_a like shipment
weighing at 1east 5,000 pounds, whereas, applicant actually received
under the current applicable rate structure, $8t34 for its entire |
sexvices. o J |
Unless the sought relief is granted applicant asserts
that i* will seek authority to abandon a portion of its Operating
acthority by requesting the Commission to. restrict its certificate -
to shipments of explosives weighing,not less than S, 000 pounds.l,
Applicant points out that a number of carriers holding.authority to )
transport explosives have similar restricted certificates. Applicantf.

believes however that there is a public need for transportation of -

small shipments of explosives in emergency circumstances and that
the shippers are able and willing to. pay a proper charge for such
sexvice. Applicant desires, therefore, to-maintain its certificate
intact. | | | R

The Commission, in its Decision.No. 67116 dated April 21
1964, in Application No. 45943, granted Deita Lines, Inc., the same f_‘
authority as herein sought by applicant. In fact, both Delta Lines
and Ringsby are parties to the same tariff rule which applican" wouldjﬁr
bhave amended so as to apply to Ringsby LIL snipments of. exploSives asr‘
the rule currently applies with respect to 1ike tranSportation over ,
the lines of Delta. Applicant submits that the evidence it would
present at ary public hearing involving the Subject application

would be substantially the same as that submitted at the aforemen- -f

tioned Delta Lines, Inc., proceeding.3 For this reaSon, applicant

3 Applicants in the Delta Limes, Inc., proceeding were representcd '
by the same counsel as is authorized to represent applicant in :
the subgect Application No. 47164. . , .

-
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contends that no useful purpese would be served” by setting ‘vthe ‘sub~
ject application for public hearing and, therefore-, ‘requests‘ that “
this mattexr be bandled ex parte. ‘In Decision No. 67116 :Lt was.
indicated that thexre were no protests to the authority granted in
that proceeding. a

We find that the tariff rule proposed by applicant is
reasonable for the transportation performed by 1t of less-than- _
truckload shipments of Class A and Class B explosives‘ and that the
increases in charges that will result from the establishment by-
applicant of the proposed rule are justified A public hea.ring is |
not necessary. We conclude that. the application should be granted. -

IT IS ORDERED that: o ‘

1. Id.ngsby—Pacifie Led. (formerly Fortier 'I.‘ransporta.tion
Company) is authorized to establish the tariff rule proposed in
Application No. 47164. Tariff publications authorized to be: made -
as a result of the order herein may be made effective not earlier '
than thirty days aftct the effective date hereof on not less tban "
thirty days' notice to the Commission and to the public. |

2. The authority berein granted shall expire unless exerc:tsed -
within ninety days after the effective date of this order. 7

The effective date of. this order shall be twenty days
after the date hereof. . | ‘\ T
 Dated at nelseo Califomia;’ this (f Zﬁ L ,ﬁ‘-
day of " JANUARY , 1965. | o T

“Commissloners. ..




