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Decision No. 58553- ‘
BEFCRE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 'IHE STATE OF CALIFORNIA |

Application of Walter S. Jobmson, Jr., )
as owner (BEAR TRAP RIDGE WATER COMPANY) )

for a certificate of public convenience

and necessity to operate a public

utility system (watexr) in and adjacent Application No. 46718
to the area of the proposed Bear Trap (Filed Jume 12, 19643
Ridge Development, in Tulare Coumty; Amended November 27 1964) |
and to establish rates for the semce

of water thexefrom.

ORINION

After this application was filed, an engineer of the

Commission'’s Hydraulic Branch made a field invest:.gation. A copy of _. .

his xeport, dated December 16, 1964 will be :.ncorporated :.n th:i‘.s
record as Exhibit No. 1. "

The certificate requested. io for Unit 1 of Bear 'rrap R:f.dge -
Development, which contains approximately 14 acxes. | It is located
in Sequoia Natiomal Forest in Secti.on 21 Township 2-’+ South, Range 31

East, MJD.B.& M., in an um.ncorporated area of Tulare County,,

appxoximately 30 miles east of the community of Ducor at an elevat:'.on -

of 5,100 feet above sea level, This tract, wb:!.ch has not yet 'becn o
approved and numbercd by the county, consists of 38 res:.dentiel lotf' -
averagmb about’ one-third aere each. It is being developed by
applicant as a resort-—resident:‘.al type tract. Subdividing of
applicant's surrounding land is antn.ci.pated within the next several
years. 7The closest lmown water system to thio -area-a.s- Ducot“ Wa_ter

Company, a nutual water system ope:ating- in the commun:tty" .of '.p,a¢¢¢,, =
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The planned source of supply w111 be wells.. iﬁe"firétgﬁeil
has been drilled. It is 7 inches in diameter and 367 feet deep. Iﬁf
is to be equipped with a 2-hp submersible pump-capable of-delxverlhg"
20 zalloms per minute, the estimated capacity of the well directly
into a proposed S0,000-gallon storage tank, From,this taﬁkAtwo |

booster pumps capable of delzvering a total of- 250 gpm against a headd'

of 150 feet will deliver water into a 2 SOO-gallon pre sure tank,
thence to the distribution system. Customer oE“VlceS are-to bc ‘

provided at pressures varytng frcm.ZS pounds per quare rndb to

about 60 poumds per square inch, dependmng upon the elevation,of the o

individual service connections within the area to be oerved. |
The well driller, upon completion of the well on July 25

1964, made a preliminary forced air test of the well which indicated
a capacity of 20 gpm. A sustalned pumping test should be made to
determine an accurate production capacity. Exhibit,B, attached to
the applmcation, shows that appllcant's engineer haS-estimated that
the proposed initial productiocn and storagelfaclllties will be
adequate to serve as many as 50 cuotomers. His conclusion-is basedf“
upon an estimated average peak dally uue~o£ 300 gallons-per customer.
The staff engineer estimates that with a well capable of producing
20 gpm the facilities as Qesigned are. adequate*to furnlsh service to
at least the 38 services contemplated in the pr0posed tracc. ‘

The distrxbution,system, as planned, will consi t.of _
approximately 1,120 feet of 6-inch and 875 feet of 4-inch Class 150
asbestos-cement pipe, and a total of 210 feet of 2- and l%-inch
Schedule 40 polyvinyl chloride plastic pipe laid xqpstxeetsww1th1n;’f
the area to be served, The 6-inch pipe will-fédiiitatéxegpdﬁsidnfdﬁ“ -
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the system at some future tzme. The small diameter pxpe proposed to ﬂ;}f

be used will serve short dead—end streets where 1t is not anticipated :'

future extension will take place. Blow-off valves w111 be Lnstalled .
at all dead~end mains, and applicant's representative stated ﬁhat a
program for the regular flushing of mains at these pomnts wxll be

established, Service connections of polyvznyl chlorlde plastxc pipe

will be primarily l-inch dlameter from the dlstribution main, A
branching to two 3/4-inch services to individualplots. SOvaSlngleg_

services will be mecessary. These will be 3/4-inch dlameter from

distribution main to lot linme, |

The watex system facllities as proposed appear to be 1 ‘
properly designed to furnish adequate service in the aroa requested
to be certificated, They substantially conform.with thms Commxs-\
sion’s Genmeral Orxder No. 103, "Rules Governzng.WaterpService
Including Standards for Design amd Comstruction'

Applicant's estimate of utility plant is oummarxzed in
Exbibit £ attacked to the amended application. The total estxmated
cost of $20,016 includes all facilities necessary to ‘furnish service
to the area for which the ccrtlflcate has beenprequested. The
utility plant cost of about $527 per customer appear* reasonable
when compared with the cost of recently comstructed systems of
sinilax characteristics. Applicant proposes to fxnance the |
constructlon and operation of the utilxty<£rom.hls own,funds. ,

Appllcant has requested that he be authorized to~£i1e
schedules for f£lat, metered and fzre hydrant se-:v:n.ce.= The requeeted‘
schedules are attached to the amended applxcatmon as exhibits. The -
requested rates are at the same level as some recently'authorlzed by ,e

the Cormission for water systemo of sxmilar characteristzcs. The :
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schedules attached hereto as Appendix A are tho oame as requested.’\ |
Service will be provided under the flat rate schedule. :
Exhibit D, attached to the amended appl:.cata.on, is an
estimate of revenues and expenses besed‘ upon an ulti:ﬁate" eDICPéCt.éC\l' _
90% occupancy of the tract. This exh:tb:’.t _indicateo.‘- that the_.',rétes X
requested will produce a very low rate of return-”eireﬁi't_iﬁon full -
development of the initial area. | -
Appln.oant is awaxe that due to the antic:f.pated slow :
customer growth it will be several years before any net profits
may be realized from. the watex util:.ty operations, - However, he L
appears to have the requisite financial ability to absorb- operating
losses and has stated that he Is will:\.ng to carry. on the utility

operation during the. development per:‘.od when expenses of operation ‘

will exceed revenues.
The Comission f£inds that: . o

1. Public convenience and necessity reouire that- the applica-
tion be granted as set forth in the follow:.ng order. | |

2, Applicant possesses the fimancial xesources to construct
and operate the pr0posed water system. | :

3. The rates set forth in: Append:[x A attached hereto are
fair and reasonable for the sexvice to be rendered.

L. Applicant’s distribution facilities wn.ll provn.de reasonable‘ -
sexvice for the proposed cextificated area, and meet the ninimum
requirements of Genmeral Oxdex No, 103, o

5, Applicant's water supplﬁr has not been shown to meet the

winfmum requirements of Gemeral Order No. 103,

6. ©No water supply ;.permit has been issued for this sysﬁet:. |
'by the public health ‘authority having j-utis;diotion;_:z ' ‘
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Tke Commission conclude0 that the appllcation should be
granted upon conditions prescrxbed &n the following order,

- The cextificate herelnafter granted ehall be oUbJeCt to

the following provision of law-'

The Commission shall have no power to authorize the
capitalization of this certificate of public convenience
and necessity or the ri%ht to own, operate, ox cmjoy
such cextificate of public convenience and necessity
in excess of the amount (exclusive of any tax or. annual
charge) actually paid to the State as the considera~
tion for the issuance of such certificate of publzc
convenlence aud necessity or rlgbt.

IT IS ORDERED that-

1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is

granted to Walter S. Jobmson, Jr., doing busmnes, as Bear Trap Ridgelff'

Water Company, authorizing him to construet a publmc;ugility~wa:gr
system to scxve in Bear Trap Ridge Development;‘Unif'ls‘Tuiafé‘”
County, as shown on,Bxhibit A attached‘to the~amended‘appliéation ‘
herein, to becoue effective as hereinafter provided.

2. Applicant shall not extcnd dlvtribution.facmlities nor.
furoish water outside his certzfmcated‘area boundarles.without
authority first baving been obtained by fﬁrther.brder%of £b£s
Commission. | | .' ”

3. Within ome year after the effective date of this order,
appllcant is authorized to file the rates set forth in Appendix‘A |
attached to this order, to be effective on or before the date
service is first furnished to the public under the authorxty'herein |
granted, together with xules and a tariff service area map'in o

accordance with the requirements of General Order No. 96-A.. '
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Such tariff sheetc shall become ecffeoctive tl'zc fourth day after tho o

date f£iled.

4, The authority herein granted shall expire u_nleés the |

designated tarliff sheets are filed within ome year éfté:* the v‘ "
cffective date of this order, | S

5. Prior to the date service is fn’.rst furm.shed to the
public under the authority gramted hexrein, appln.cant shall apply
to the appropriate public health authority having Jur:.sd:t.ct:!.on for
a water supply permit for the proposed syste_m and submit_‘wri.tten‘
notice thexeof to this Commission, - 3

6, Within ten days after the date service is first ‘réndere'd' |
to the public under the authority granted herem, appl:t.cant shall
subnit written notice thereof to this Commission.

7. Within sixty days after the system is :E'.Lrst placed in
operat:t.on undexr the authority gxanted herein, appllcant shall fllc-'
four copies of a comprehens:we map, drawn to an indicated: scale of
not more toan 400 feet to the inch, del:.neating by apprOpriate
warkings the tract of land and territory served' the princ:Lpal-
watexr production, storage amd dlstrn.bution fac:’.l:l’.ties* and the
location of the various properties related to appl:.cant s water
systen certificated herein. . |

8. Beginning with the year 1965 appl:.cant shall detemine »
depreciation accruals by multiplying the deprec::.able ut:.l:l'.ty plant
by a rate of 3 percent. This rate shall be used until review o
. indicates that it should be revised, Applxcant shall rev:.ew the
dcprec:.atn.on rates, using the stran.ght-l:.nc remaimng li.fe method,
when major changes in ut:'.lity plant composition occur and at. :’.nter— i

vals of not more than five years, and. shall rev:’.se the above rate
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in conformance with such reviews; Results of these ’revi_.'éwvst-rl‘:Sh‘ail‘f?be‘f-:'{_‘ B

subnitted to this Cormission,

9. The effective date of this dec:.sicn shall be establisheo by
supplemental order upon a showing by applicant on or before
February 1 1966, that it has develoPed fac:[lities for the product:.on '

of an adequate supply of water to serve the area certificated here:[n. |

Dated at _ San Francisco Californ:[.a, thi.s %; o
day of -74444‘444/51.{, _, 1965, S

- Commlssionexs. ..

Comissioner Pef.er E. Mitchell 'being o
necessarily absent, d1d" not’ ‘participa |
1n 'c.ho disposition ot ‘r.h.is procoedins
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Schedule No. 1A

ANNUAL GENERAL METERED SERVICE |

APPLICABILITY

Applicable to all metered water sexvice furniésk‘x_e‘d‘ on an annua.'l.bs.sis. :

TERRITORY,

Bear Trap Ridge Development and v:i.ci.nity, loca.ted. approx:s.mately 30 m:i.les R
east of" Ducor, Mare County.

‘ . Por Meter - . .
_Per Month"“_ R

Monthlw Quantity Ratea: : ' o -

Pirst 800 cu.fte OF 133 Liiiiiecssecresonnons $ 5.00

Next 1,200 cu.ft., per 100 cuofte cesesesscsnnse .25

Next 3,000 cu.ft., per 100 cu.ft. .. .e- W20

Tver 5,000 ct.ft., per 100 cucfte cicesscccns ces ‘ ..15-

 Per. Meter; ’
Per Year :
Anmual. Mindimum Charge: BT o ‘ R
For 5/8 x 3/leinch MeLer ..cececescscavescocnssce $ 6o.oor,~ s
For 3/L4~inch. meter .......‘....'..,.............- . T8 00
For 1-inch mELer escecesssencrscrecnonaae 1020 00
For 13-inch meter ceresssarecncese 156,00 -
FO:' 2-iDCh meter snsmosmS ..--‘-o-‘;‘t--unoo- 216’. '

The Annual Minimm Charge wa.ll ent:i.tle the customer
t0 the quantity of water each month which one twelfth
of the annual minimum charge will purchase at the '

Monthly Quantity Ra.tes.

SPECIAL CONDITIONS

1. The annual minimum charge applies to service during the 12-mont.h
perdod commencing Jaovary 1 and is due in advance.  If a permanent residentr of -
the area has been a customer of the utility for at least 12 months, he may
elect, at the beginning of the calendar year, to pay prorated mindmum charges
in advance at intervals of less than one year (mont.h.’ly bimon'thly or

(Continued)
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APPENDIX A
Page 2 of §

Schedule No. 1A

ANNUAL GENERAL METERED SERVICE

SPECIAL CONDITIONS (Cont:\.nued)

quarterly) in accordance with 'bhe utility's e.»tab].tshed b:i.ll:.ng per::.ods for
water used in excess of the menthly allowance under the annval minimam -
charge. When meters are read bimonthly or quarterly, the charge will be-
computed by doudbling or tripling, respectively, the number of cuble fee‘o
+0 which each block rate is apolicable on a monthly basis.

2. The opening b1l for metered service, except upon conversion i‘rom‘
£1at rate service, shall be me established ammual minimum charge for the
service. Where initial service is established after the first day of any
year, the portion of such annual charge applicable to the current year
shall be determined by multiplying the annual charge by one three-hundred-
sixty-£ifth (1/365) of the number of days remaining in the calendar year.
The balance of the payment of the initdal anmual charge shall be credited
against the charges for the succeeding amnual pericd. If service is not
continued for at least one year after the date of initial sexvice, no
refurd of the initial annual charges shall be due the customer.’
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APPENDIX A
Page 3 of S

Schedule No.o 2AR

ANNUAL RESTDENTIAL FLAT RATE SERVICE,

APPLICABILITY

Applicable t0 all flat rate residential water service i\:rna.shed on an

TERRTTORY

Bear Trap Ridge Development and v:i.cin:.ty, locatad approx:una.tely 30
miles east of Ducor, Tulare County. ,

.RLES‘ ' e
Per Sorvice Connection D
_ Per ‘Year ‘

For a single-family re.,idcntia.l unit, :
including premises .c...... eeretenes O .366‘.00

FTor each additicnal single-family
residential unit ocn the same premises
and served from the same service
connection . ererrerssrasacpeerannsn s

SPECfAL CONDITIONS

1. The above flat rates apply to .,er'vice connection nat larger than"
3/L-inch in diameter.

2. Al service not covered. by 't.he above clasoii‘icat:.ons shaJ.l be m—
nished only on a metered basis.

3. TFor service covered by the above class:.f:.cations, if ‘the ut::.lity
50 elects, a meter shall be installed and service provided under Schedule
No. 1A, Anmual General Metered Service, effective as of the first.day of
the following calendar month. Where the flat rate charge for a period has.
beea paid in advance, refund of the prorated difference between such i‘la-t. a
rate payment and the mindmum meter cha.rge for the ‘same per:.od shall be
made on or before that day'. , ,

{Continued)
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APPENDIX A -
Page L of'5

Schedule No. 2AR

JNNUAL RESIDENTTAL FLAT RATE SERVICE

SPECTAL CONDITIONS (Contdnued)

L. The ammual flat rate charge applies to service durdng the l2-month:
period ccmmencing January 1 and is due in advance. If a permanent resident .
of the area has been a customer of the utility for at least 12 months, he
may elect, at the beginning of the calendar year, to pay prorated flat rate '
charges in advance at intervals of less than one year (monthly, bimonthly
or guarterly) in accordance with the utdility's established.billing periods.

S. The opening bill for flat rate servico shall be the estadblished
annual flat rate charge for the service. Where initial service is estab-:
1ished after the first day of any year, the porticn of such anmuval charge -
applicable to the cuwrrent year shall be determined by multiplying the annual
charge by one three-hundred-sixty-fifth (1/365) of the number of days remain-
ing in the calendar year. The balance of the payment of the inftial annual
charge shall be credited against the charges for the succeeding annual
period. If service is not continued for at least one year after the date
of initial service, no refund of the initial annual charges shall be due -
the customer. L . ) ‘ o
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APPENDIX A
Page 5 of 5

Schedule No. 5

PUBLIC FIRE HYDRANT SERVICE

APPLICABILITY

Applicable %o a.ll fire hydrant service i‘umished. to municipalities > duly
organized fire districts and other pol:’z.tical subdivisions of the Sta.'ce.

TERRITORY

Bear Trap Ridge Dcvelopmcnt and vicinity, loca’cod approma.tely 30
miles east of Ducor, Tulare County. _

RATE

Péf Month ‘ :

For each wharf type hydram ceen $2.00

SPECTAL CONDITIONS

L. TFor water delivered for other than fire proiectioﬁ pur;;o es > S
charges shall be made at the quantity rates under Schedule No. Lq,

Annual General Metered Service.

2. Relocaticn -of any hydrant shall be at’ the expense of the par‘cy
requesting rcloca‘tion.

3. Fire hydrants shall be attached to the utility's d.:s‘tribuuon
mains upon receipt of proper authordzation from the appropriate publ:!.c .
au’cho-:.ty. Such authorization shall designate the ownership, type,.

and the size of hydrant and the speci;f.‘:.c loca.tion at which each a.s to o

h. The utility will SuppLy only such water at such pressure as may
be available from time to time 853 result of :.ts normal operat:xon of
the system. , _




