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Decision No. _.sol.llo.~.;u,5~Su.9u.-·_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILItIES COMMISSION OF TEE STA'IE or CALIFORNIA.' 

Application of Walter S. Johnson, Jr., ) 
~s owner (B""..:.AR 'l'RAP RIDGE WATER. COMPANY) ) 
for a certificate of public convenience ! 
and necessity to operate a public 
utility system (water) in and adjacent 
to the area of the proposed Bear '.Crap 
Ridge Development, in Tulare COlmty; 
ml1 to establish rates for the service 
of water therefrom. 

OPINIO.N 
~...-.-.-.---.- .... 

Application No., 46718, 
(Filed June 12, 1964; 

AcendedNovember 27,1964) 

After this application was filed) an engineer of, the," 

Coltl:lission's Hydraulic Branch made a field invcstisati.on.A,eopy~of ' 

his 'report> dated December 16, 1964, will be incoxporated'1ntb:ts' , . 

record as Exhibit No.1. 

,The' eertific<lte requested is for Unit 1 ofBearT~ap:R:£.dSe 
, . . , .' , ; .. " . 

DeveloptlCnt, 'Which contains approximately 14 acres. '. It 1s located" 

in Seqaoia ~ratio1l3l Forest: in Section 21, 'townsbip 24 Soutb,Range 31 

East, M.D.l>.& M., in an unincorporated area of Tulare County, ' 

approximately 30 miles east of the community of Ducor at an elevation' 

of S,lOO feet above sea level. Tbis ,tract, wbich, bas not yet been 

approved and. numbered by the countyJ consists of· 3:8: xcsident:L.al lots 
, ' 

3Ver.'lgl.ng about' one-third acre each. It is bei.11&: developed by 

applicant as a resort-residenti.al type tract. Subdividing of, 

applicant I s surrounding land is anticipated witbin the' next several ' 

years. Toe closest: known. water $ystem to: this-area. is D~cor, vrater ' 

Company, a mutlUll water system operating, in the commun:[tyof' Decor., 
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The planned source of supply will be wells. '!he ,first well 

bas been drilled. It is 7 iuebes in di.-:nneter and 36·7 feet: deep.~ It 

is to be equipped with a 2-hp submersible pueI? capable of delivering 

20 gallons per lDinute, the estimated capacity of tbewell~ directly 

into a proposed SO,OOO-gallon storage tank. From. tbis'tank two" 
,J .." 

booster pumps capable of delivering a total of 250 gpm, against,.~f bead 

of 150 feet will deliver water into s' 2,SOO-gallon'pressuretank,. 

thence to the distribution sys.tem. Customer services are ' to,be 

provided at pressures varying from 25 pounds per '~quare inch',to 
- , 

about 60 pounds per square incb, depending upon the:' elevation of ,the 
:',' . 

individual sexvice connections within the area to be' $erved~, 

Tbe' well driller,. upon comple'tion of the well on', July 25,,' 
• , ' '1 

1964, tlade a preliminary forced air test of the 'We-ll which,indicated 

a capacity of 20 gpm. A sustained pumping test sbould'bemadeto· 
. ., . 

dete:rmitle an accurate production capacity. Exhib:ttB, attached to 

the application, sbows that applicant's engineer has.'estimated'tbat 

the proposed initial production and' storage- facilities will be' 

adequate to' serve as many as 50 customers. Ris conclusion·· is based 

upon .:m. estimated average peak daily use of 300 gallons per customer. 

The staff eDgineer estimates that with a well capable of . producing, 

20 gpm the facilities as eesigned are adequate to~ furnish'·service, ·to, 

~t least the 38: services contemplated in the proposed tract. 

!be distribution system, as planned, will consist-of . 
. . ~ " 

approximately 1,120 feet of 6-i1lch and t57S feet of~1nch Class-ISO 
. . . '. " . 

asbestos-cement pipe, and a total of 210 feet of 2-and 1~-1nch 

Scbedule 40 polyvinyl chloride, plastic pipe laid iustl:eets:witbin·, 
• < , " 

the area to be served. The 6-incb pipe will facil:ttateexpansionof 

, ,", 

. l' ",/:. 

~" . 
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the system ~t some future time. The small diameterpipel'roposed 'to 

be used will serve sbort dead-end streets -wbere' it is not antic1pate'd 

future extension will take place. 'Slow-off valves w.tllbe' installed 

~t aU dead-etld mains, mld applicant's representative s,tated that a" 

program for the regular flushing. of mains at tbese points will be 

establisbed. Service connections of polyvinyl. chloride plastic pipe 
, ' ' , ," 

will be pricarily l-incb diaceter from tbe distribution~in, , 
" ," 

br.mehing to two 3/4-incb services to individual lots. Some single 

services will be necessary. These will be ~/4-inch diameter from"' 

distribution 1'.laiu to lot line. 

'rhe water system facilities as proposed appear "to 'be" 

properly designed to furnish adequate service in the area requested 

to be certificated. They substantially conform with this-Commis

sion1 s General Order No. 103, ''Rules Governing. Water Service 

Includi:ng Standards for Design and Construction". 

Applicant's estimate of utility plant is summarized in 
"', 

Exhibit E attached to the amended appli.cation. The' total es;timated 

cost of $20~016 includes all facilities necessary to furnish service" 

to the area for which the certificate has been requested. The 

utility plant· cost of about $527 pel: customer .:Ippears reasonable"· 

when cot:pared with the cost of recently construetcdsystemS of 

sfcilar cb~acteristics. Applicant proposes to finance the . 
construction .:md operation of the utility from bisown f\mds. 

Applicant has requested that he be authorized' to. file 

schedules for £lat~ metered and fire bydrantserVl.ce.' !be' requested 

scbedules <lre attacbed to the ax:ended application as exhibits. The 

reqt%ested rates are at the same level as some recentlyautborizedby 

the Cora:::d.ssiOll for water systems of similar, characteristics.' The: 
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schedules attached hereto as Appendix A aretbe sameas.requested. 

Service will be provided under th~ flat rate schedule. 

Exhibit D, attached to tbe amended application, :[0·. an· 

estim.clte of revenues and expenseo based upon an ultimate' expected 

90% occupancy o.f the tract. 'this exhibit indicates that the-rates 

requested will produce a very low rate· of return even upon full 

develo.pment of the initial area. 

Applicant is aware that due to. the anticipated slow 

e~tomer growth> it will be several years before any net profits' 

T::JIJy be realized from tbe water utility operations •. However,· he 

appears to have the requis:Lt~ financial ability to, absorb· operating. 
. . . 

losses and has stated that be is· willing to, cany,ontheuti1i.ty 

operation during. the development periodwben expenses ·0'£ operation' 

will exceed revenues. 

Tbe Commission finds that: 

1. Public convenience and necessity require that tbe applica

tion be granted as set forth in tbe following order. 

2. Applicant possesses the financial resources to construct . 

and operate the proposed water system. 

3. The rates set forth in' Appendix A attacbedbereto are 

fair and reasonable for the service to. be rendered. 

4. Applicant's distribution facilities: will provide reasonable 

service for the proposed certificated area, and meet tbeminimuc 

requirements of Getl.eral Order No,. 103. 

5. Applicant's water supply has not been shown.tomeet the 

t:O-n;mum requirements of General Order ·No. 103. 

6~ No water supply permit ha~ been:tssued for this sy:;tem 

by the public health authority having. jurisdiction., 
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The Cocmission concludes that the applicationsbouldbe 

granted upon conditions prescribed in the' following, order,.' 

'Ihe certificate hereinafter grantedsball besubj:ect to', 

the following provision of law: 

Tbe Commission shall have no power to authorize the 
capitalization of this. certificate of public convenience 
and llecessity or the right to own, operate, or enjoy 
such certifi~te of public convenience and necessity , 
in excess of the (l'OOunt (exclusive of any tax or, annual 
charge) actually p~id to the State as tbe considera ... 
tion for. the issuance of such certificate of public 
convenience aud necessity or right. 

ORDER 
~ -, -..-.--

IT IS ORDERED tbat: 
, 
" 

1. A certificate of public convenience and necessityi$. 
" ' 

granted to vTalter S. Jobnson, Jr.) doing· business as Bear' 'trap Ridge 

Water Company) authorizing hto. to, construct a public· utility wQt~r 

system to sc:cve in Bear Trap Ridge Development, Unit 1, Tulare 

County, as sbown on Exhibit A attached to tb~ ~ended application 

herein) to beco~ effective as hereinafter provided. 

2. Applicant shall not extcnddiscribut10n facilities nor 

furnish water outside his certificated area boundaries without 

authori1:y first baving been obtai.ned by furtber order of this 

Corcmis::;ion. 

3. 'V7it:hiu one year after the effective- date· of tbis order~ . 

applicant 1s authorized to file the rates set forth in Appendix A 

ateacbed to this order, to be effective on or before' the date 

service is first furnished to the public under the authority berein 

granted, together with rules and a tariff se'rvice area map in, 
, , 

aecordance' with· the requirements of General Order' No. 9~-.A. 
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Such tariff sbeets sball become effoctive the fourth· day after tho' 

date filed. 

4. Tbe authority berein granted shall expire unless the' 

designated tariff sheets are filed w~thin oue year after the 

effective date of this order. 

5~ Prior to the date serviee is first furnisbed to' the 

public under the autbority granted herein, applicant shall· apply 

to the appropriate public health authority htlv1ng. jarisdicti.on for 

a water supply permit for the proposed system and submit written 

notice thereof to this Commission. 
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:in conformance with such reviews. Results' of, tbese reviews ,shall' 'be 

sUbmitted to this Commission. 

9. The effective date of this decision shall be estsb11sbedby 

supplet:en~l order upon a sbowing by applicant ,on or 'before 

February l~ 1966, that it bas developed facilities for the-production 

of an adequate supply of water to serve the area eertifieatedberein;' 

Dated at San FranciacC> 

day of Xif:,UM41'" > 1965. 

.. 

-7-

,california, thiS. 'f&h(" 

" ~ '.\,<J i :~:Z, .:.:l,"',;~'". ~" . 
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'.". ,f,. 

,coiiiaOs.s!oners ',,' 
"1' .' 

• ,! , 

, CODml,1ss1one:rPet.~:r, ,E~' Mitcheil: be:ti1s.: ',' 
neces~1ly ,absent. ~', 414,: 1l,o:t,:pt\%"t1C1p8.te;:/ 
in the dis})OSlt.1on ot' :th1S:::J>roceed~~;;: 
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APPENDIX A 
Page '1 or 5 

Schedule No. lA 

ANNUAL GENERAL METERED SERVICE ; 

Applicable to all l'Iletered water service rurnished on an 3nnual' .. oa.sis. 

TERRITORY 

Bear l'ra? R1dge Development. and vicinity", loea.ted.~a.ppX'oxi.nu:l.tely' 30,'m:Ues 
east or Do.cor> Tulare County. 

RATES - '. Pe~: Meter 
Per <Moc:th 

Monthly ~tity Rate~: 
First 800 eu.f't. .. · or lesl3 ............................. , 

" . 

. $'$ .. 00:' 
-.. 25 Next. 1",200 eu.£t .. " per 100 cu.ft ••••••••••••••• 

Next .3 .. 000 cu.tt.",1' per 100 eu.:t:t ............... . 
'Over 5 .. 000 cu.£t.". per 100 cu.ft ............ o. ••• o.. 

Annu.aJ. Mini:mUm. Charge: .' 
For 5/8 x .3lh-inch xneter 
For .3A .. inch, meter 

~ .....•... -............. . 
......................... 

For l-inch meter'l 
For l:~ineh meter' 

~._ •• ~ ••••••••• w •• ~ ••••• 

••......••...•••••...••. 
For 2-ineh meter •.......••..... -.... ~ ... 

' .. 20, 
.,l$ 

Per Meter 
Per Year 

$"60:~OO' 
. 78' .. 00'·:", 
102'~OO 
J56~OO~: , 
216-.00, 

The Annual Mi.nl.m'\l.m Charge w:i.ll· entitle' tho cust.omer " 
to the quantity ot water each month which one twelfth. 
or the annual,~· charge will purchase , at, the . 
Monthly QJ,antity Rates. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

. \. ,. 

1. '!he annual min:1.mwn charge applies: to serv1ceduring tb.e-12-mon.th 
period commencing Janua:ry 1 and is .due in. aclvanee. If a permanent. re~1d.ent. of 
the area has been a customer of the utilitY' for at lea.st 12 :months" he' maY' 
elect .. .at the ~giml:i:ng of the calendar yea:r> to pa:y prorated m:1nimum .ehU'e*'s 
in advance a.t intervals of less than one year (mon.thly" 'bimo~ or 

(COD.tin'lled.) 
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APPENDIX A 
Page 2 otS 

, , 
~\ 

Schedule bro. lA 

MlNUAL GErffiRAt l-rE'l'ERED SERVICE 

SPECIA1 CONDITIONS (Continued), 

q,uarterly') in accordance w:1.th .tn.e utilityts estab-lished billing per:i.ods for' 
wat.er used. in excess of the monthly allowance 'Under the annual minim:urrl 
clla.rge. 'When meters are read :b::i.monthly or q,uarte:rly ~ the charge ,w1llbe' 
computed by doubling or tripling, respectively,1' the n'Ulllber of cubic feet. 
to which each block rate is applicable on a monthlyba.:lis. 

2'. 1'he opening bill for,;metered service, except, upon conversion trom 
:nat rate service, shall be the established annual minim'Umcllarge!or the, 
~erviee. Where initLal. service is established a£ter tho first, ~ of' a:rq, 
yea::, the portion ot such annuaJ. charge applicable to tho current ye.a.:r:
shall be de~rm:Lnod by multip:Lying the annual charge' by one three-h'Undred
s1xty-:t:1.~ (1/365) of the n\1X1l.ber of ~s rem3.in:1l'lg in the calendar year. 
The baJance of the payment or' the ini ti3.l .annual charge shall be 'credited. 
agolinst the charges tor the succeeding annual period. I! serv:1.co, is not
continued for a.t least one year after tho date or initial service", no 
refund o£ the initial amluaJ. charges shall be due the customer:,,' 

'J. 
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APPENDIX A' 
Page ;3 or,s 

$Ched'llleNO'. 2.A.R 

ANNUAL RESIDENTIAL FLAT ~SERVICE, 

.APPLICABII.I'1'Y 

Applicable to all nat rate resider.t1alwater service fUrnishe<i' on an 
annual. basis. ' 

Bear Trap Ridge Development and vicinity> located approx:Lm.a.tely;30 
miles east. or Ducor>, 'rUlare county. " 

For a smgle-family res1dent1alurdt, ' 
in.elud:i.n.g p~mises ..... --..- ....... , ....... ' ........ . 

For ea~ additional single-family 
residential unit on the same' premises, 
and served from, the same service, 
eODneetion ..................... , .................. -. 

SPECIAL CONDrrIONS 

Per SorviceConnection, • 
Per Year " , " ' , 

" , 

$66·.00' 

30 .. 00 . 

1. The aoeve nat rates apply to· service ~onnection 'not, larger :than 
3/4-:inch in d..iameter .. 

2. All service not covered by the above classifications' shall be ftJr-'. 
niMed only on a motered basis. 

3.. For service covered by the above classifications" 1£ the utility 
so elects" a. meter shall be installed. ~d service provided undor Schedule 
NO'. lA" Almual General Metered &lrv1co) e£'1'ective as .of the f1rs:t"~ ,0£ 
the following calendar month. Where the nat rate charge for a period has ' 
'been ?aid in advance" re!\U'ld of the prorated di£.ference between such nat 
rate payment and the xninimwn. meter charge' for the same period sbAll, Oe' 
:nacie on or before that. day. 

(Continued) 
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APPENDIX A . 
Page 40!S 

Schedule No. 2AR. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS (Continued) 

'," , 

L.. 'the atlnW nat rate charge applies to, ~ervice during"the·12-month· 
period commencing J:xa:u.ru::y 1 and is due in advance. It apernJAnent· resident, . 
o£ the .area. has 'been a customer or tho utility·1'oX' at lea~.t 12' months~ he, 
rr:JJ.Y' elect~ at the 'begixming 01' the c~endar year,to Pay' p::orated: tlat. rate 
charges in advance at interval~o£ less than one year (mon.~.t. 'bimonthly' 
or quarterly) in accordance With the utilityrs est.:abli:shed'~ billing periods. 

5. The opon1ng. 'bill tor :t:lat rate servicoshall' be. the.~~t.:a'biished 
annual !latrate charge foX' the service. 'Where initial service is estab
lished a:rter the first day 01' any year, the portion or such annual charge . 
applicable to the current year $halloe determined by multiplyin&·the- annual 
charge by one three-h'llIldred-sixty-£i1'th (l/36$.) 01' the n~ber'o£ d~s remain
ing in the calendar year. The balance of the p~ent of the in1tialannual 
charge shall be credited against. the charges for the succeeding annual 
period. If service is not continued for at least one year. 3£:t.cr.the date 
otinitial se...-vice" no reflmd ot the ini.tial annual charges'shall be due 
the C'IlS'tomer .. 

., .. 
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APPENDIX A 
Page 5: 01:5 

Schedule No. S 

POBI.IC FIRE HYDRANT SERVICE 

.' 
.,' r 

. Appliea'ble to all fire hydrant.. service turnished.- to- ro.unicipalities .... d~ 
organ1zed. fire dist.ric't.5 and other pol1tical subdivisio~of .the Sta.te~ 

TERRI'l'ORY 

Bear 'Xr:lP Ridge Dovelopment andv1cinity" locatod.lpprox:imately" ·:30 , -
:niles east.. o-f Ducor ~ Tulare County. 

RATE -
Per Month 

For each wharf type hydrant .......... -•••• $2'.00 

SPECIAl. CONDITIONS 

1. For water delivered for other than fire protection purposes", 
~es. shall be made a.t the quantity ra.tes under ScheduleN<hlA" 
.Annu.:U OclleraJ. .Metered Service. 

~. Reloca.tion 'of a:ny hydrant shall be at the eXpense of the .party 
requesting relocat.ion.· . . 

3. F.ire hydrants shall be attached to the utility's distribution 
mains upon receipt of proper authorization !rom the appropriate: public 
authority. SUch authorization shall designate the' ownership; type.." 
and. the s!.ze 01:' hydrant.. and. the :lpeci.tic location at which ea.ch -i~( to 
'be installed.·' ' 

1.. The utility will supply only such wa.ter at such, pressure .. as may 
be a.vailable :t.rOlTl. time to t:1me as· a. result of its normal operation of" 
the system. 


