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Decision No. 68633 

'BEFORE !HE PUBUC tJ"TILlnESCOMMISSION OF ,THE STATEOFCALIFORl'J'IA: 

Investigation into the safety ~ main- ) 
tenance, operation, use and protec- ) 
1:ionof the following crossing at ) 
grade with the line of the' Union ) 
Pacific Railroad Company;;inthe l 
County of Riverside, ·California: 
Crossing No·.. 3-44.5" r..rineville Avenue. 

---------------------') 
Edward' C. Renwick, M., W. Vorkink,

l-Tilli<llU I. Kennedy, and Byron J. 
Lawler, by Byron J. Lawler, for 
Union Pacific Railro.:ld COmpany; 
Tilden L. Broo!ts, for County of 
itiverside~ respondents. 

William E. Cozzo, for Industrial 
Aspfuilt;, George Thwing! Jr., for 
Triangle ROck PrOducts, Inc., 
protestants. 

David F. ~unter~for Industrial. 
ASpMlt, Inc., interested party'. 

Robert C. Marks,: for the Commission 
staff., 
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On August 18, 1964, the ' CommiSSion instit~ted'an,inves-' ',,' I 

,.' , 

Ii: 

:igation for the purpose of· inquiring into the 'safety) maintenance'," ,'0, 

operation, use and protection of the V7ineville Avenue cross·!ng.,:,~th. , 

the tracks of the Urdon Pacific Railroad", COmpany in the COunty: o,f' , 

Riverside~ California,' to determine whether or not' the pub-lie . 

health, safety and welfare reqUire improved: p;;otecti.ve devi~es'8t, 

said crossing or require the reloc8tio~,wi.doet1.1n'g.~· clo'Si~g),'or' 

alteration' of saiderossing.and'toprescrib'ethe 'terms ,for',i.'ristal-' 
... ' . 

lation .:md maintenance of said improvement's.; 'or:, changes.~ 
" .,."..,'. " , \ 
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, , . 
Public heariXlg was held' before Examiner DeWolf 'on, JaDuary <: 

7~, 1965~ at Riverside,. Californ1a~ aDd submitted on the same date:~: 

A Commission tratlsportatioX) etlgineer whomade::'atl in~estiga- , , 

tion of the grade crossiX)g, testified and his report was, received: jX):, " 

evidence as Exhibit No.1. 'Ihereport describes,' the:'area:at,:: tbe',<',: 

crossiDg aDd contaiXls a description of alternate routes,' ana a' 'traffic- ' ' 
, . .,' . 

cOUDt'of automobiles aDd trains, using the crossing~ 
I • ' , 

A 24-hour count made by the Coucty of R1verside~otl:Mar,~'17~ , 
, , I 

. ' .. ' . , .. '" ,.' >,.,';r 

1964~' showed a total of lSO, vehicles, over, the crossing~" ," 'By far ;,the:':' , 
• .' ' ' • ' ': • \ .~ , • 'i \. . '. . .' .' ,~ ':. , ?, • 0 f . > 

majority of vehicles traversillg the' eros-sillg aretrueksatld:,'t4uek~:l 
'. . • 0"" , 

.,' . ".' 
verde 

, ",1 ' 

All observatio'D oftraffie usi'Dg:Wi'Dev11:1e' Aveuuebetweetl' 
. . .. 

Missio'D Boulevard a:od Pa.ttollRoad' made 0'0:, December, 16'",1964" beti:eeD',' , 
. '. ", 

the hours of 8:00' a.m. and 11:00 a.m., showed that 59veb,ic'les enta:ec 

or left the plants 0'0 Wi'Devi11eAvenue. 

lhe average daily train traffic· cOllsists,'-of:four passe'Dger: 
II I • ~ '\' .,,' ':.'" • 

traitlS, teX) through f::eigh~tra:['Ds aIJ~"four local fre1ght"trains., 

CD Friday and SUtlc1ay there is axl .. additiona1passengertra:J:Xl. Maxi-::·· 

m'CJll speeds permitted are 79' MPH'forpassenger tra:L'DS' atid::60')1PR""for,: 

freigh~ traillS. 

Exhibit No. 1 states that, all a1ter'Daterouteswould'oe: 

safer than the prese'Dt use of 'the Wi'DevilleAvellue· cross:lDg'anc1'~o1?

cludes as follows: 

Ihe hazards at the' crossing .are:. 
. . '. .' . 

1. Restricted visibility comb1t1ed with high'trai'Dspeec1s: . 
. .'; ". 

2. Foul1t1g of main ti'De- track by southboUrld': truck"b:ail~r' .. 

UXlits due to- sbort distallce from track to Mission'Bo~levard~' ·If~two,: 

vehicles are stopped· simultaneously, the· second: veh:icle~y:: fow£"" 
", ," ,J" 

, ",,' " 

the tracks. 

'-2- " , , 
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3. Truclt-trailer UDits etlter:f,'cg W'ineville: Ave'Dueo££'o,f 
' .. 

. ':, ',.', '1,/'" ' 

Missioo Boulevard aDd stoppiogfor approa.ching trains- c8.'D~" foul tile " 

roadway, thereby creating a traffic' hazard aethe',intersect:(o~.'Even, 
the iDstallatio'D of Staxldard No. 8 f~ash:tng l:tght', s'!grlals~p'le~, " 

. " - ' . 

men ted with automatic gates.. would',llot eliminate,: 'all' of>',tb.ehaz4rds' 
. . "" 

at this eross!og. Without coordioated traffic sigt1a~satthe: ,,' 

adjacetlt illtersectio'D there 'Would be no assuratlce. that,·t:ruek,uti1ts, 

bloclced OD the txa.ck could be safely cleared: from 'the d8Dger, area'" 

on the approach of a. train. Ihe:cost to 1'D~tal1:automatic:ga:tes':lXl(1 
, "', ",' '; ... 

tra£f1csignals for the co:ove:oience of relatively-few' vehtcl~s:;1~":' 
'. .' '. , . 

Dot warrarJted, partieularlywhere s~t:(sfaetort alterDate'r~utes:;: are 

available. 
" ',-

Ihe report recommends' ehat the erossi1Jg ~e closed~" 

O1le witoess each' testified on behalf of the railroad:' and 

the County of RiverSide and each test1f1ed;that the cross1'Dg'1s. 

ex1:remely daDgerous~ both for a~tomob11e traffic andthe'ra:l.lroad' 

tr.o.1llS aDd both p.arties cODcurred :bn the' staff recommendations.;: , 

!WO protes taXJ,ts appeared,wbo repr,eseDted~" agg~'egatep'lants 

on Wineville Avenue oorth of the railroad cross:[ngand, one ,of these 
, r' • , . 

protesta:Dts exami1Jed, the wi. tDesses who,testif:[ed'~ the protest~"ts' 

stated that they used the crossing CUld'that, their ,protest !s;based. ' 

O'D itJcreased travel distance, for their aggregnte'trucks:wh:[eh.'wo~l(r 

be caused if the crossing were closed' .. 

A.t the close of ·the evidence, theprotestatlts'(who: did 'Dot , 
I ',' 

• , ,j" , , " ," ,- , 

offer any evideIlce) stated that they d:[d:not. want:'to, bethe'cause"" : 

of ally denths or hazards at 'the . c~otJsi:og and .w1:thdrew: 'their"~ ,p'rot;~se~~", . 
,i 
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The CoaImis.aion finds that the Wineville Avenue crossing," ,'" " 
, ..." c •• , .' . ' 

CrOSSiDg No. 3-44;..S.~ with the Union Pacific' Riu'lroad:COEJl~any t2:ack,i$.,,~:, 
". 

hazardous; that the crOSS111g is little.used; and;, that there are other ' 

convenient alternate routes of' travel. 

The Commissio'O co'Ocludes therefore that the W:[nevi'lle 

AVeDue crossing should be closed. 

o RD E 11:. , .i, 

--~--

On or before twenty days after the effective ,date' ofth!s:"v' . 

order, the grade crossing at Wi:Devi lIe Avenu~~ Crossing No. '3~44'.5,~, 
. " .. ' 

with 'the Union Pacific Railroad' Compa'DY track i'D' Riverside cOunty 

shall be closed,aDd the roadway barricaded. 

!he Uniot) Pacific Railroad' Company shall perform the' work> 

of closing the crossi'Dg atJdbear the e'Dtire cost of ,same., 

the, effective date of:, this order ,shall ,be:'teDdayS':~ter ,-,,/',' 
,',:,'" 

"'r", " 

the date hereof. 
t" ' 

Dated' at _______ Sa;;;;n;...;.;.Fran ___ d.seO_' ______ , California". this ' 

It';;' day of;-___ ..... E .... t .... BR:.:.;;U~A ... RY,:_.'· ___ , 1965. 

L ,.' 
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, L '.," ' ~;" _ ':. ,,~,','.', ,. >" .. ::' ',. ::, ,~I •• : ;,<,;,~, ,_: J,;::,.,:,,: ,<f~.':'"",::,;;:~> ::", I "." ., ,:~.,~:'>« "'; .. 
Comm1SS1oZl0r ,P'X'edertck:ia;'::;,Ro:l:o:bo,tt-;';;\~bo~" ..'. 

" Zleces,s,aX'llY::abs·ent:~:,~;:d::,:u~t~,:~tcIPat.:::,:';:' 
, .. 1n,the.'.'d1'SpositJ.0J1~:,~~,~tll1.s;:J)l"OCeed~::,:·::' 0 

-4- ," >. .,;:'<:', . .... .0" "::",:::'''<',;:,,;:;:yi,I.'~:.,,::, 0 
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