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Decision No. 68634 
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J', I' "J 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMI~ISSION Or' THE STATE OF:CALIFORNIA " ... 

In t.h.e !~t.ter of the Application· . )) 
o£ SOUTRERN CALIFORNIA GAS: COMPANY .. 
for a .ge:.eral increase in gas rate's ) 
under Section 4.54. of the Public } 
_U_t_il_~_~t_i_e_S __ Co_d_e_. ____________________ ~ 

In the' lI..at.ter of t.he Application of 
SOUTrlZP.NCALIFORNIA GAS COM?ANY £o·r 
a gener~ ~crease in gas rates 
under Seetion 454. of ~he Public 
Utilities Code. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
.) 

---------------) 
In the Matter of the Application of. ) 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. GAS COMPANY for ) 
an increase' in' gas rates under. ) 
Sect-ion. 454 of t.he Public Utilities ) 
Code to of''£set t.h.e .rat-e increase .' ) 
granted to a?plicani's supplier ) 
Pacific Lighting. Gas Supply Company, 1 
by Decisio~ No. 57598:. 

In the. Matter of the Application 'of ) 
SOUTBSP..N CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY for 
an increase in gas· rates to offset ) 
the rate increase proposed b'y ) 
applicant"s supplier ,El Paso-Natural ) 
Gas Company, in. Docket No. G-17929 ) 
before t.he· J:o"ederal Power C¢mmission. ) 

In the Matter of the Application ot. l 
SOutHERN CALIFO RNIA GAS COMPANY for 
a general increase in gas rat.es. ) 

---------------------) 

Application" No •. 34975 

Application No·.3S!"l87' . 

Application No.'. 4,0641' ..•. 

Application No. 40957 

Application' No ..41$60, 

ORDER DIRECT'ING REFUNDS 

Sou.thern California Gas Company . (Southern). has f'i.l:ed·a·. 

plan to refund $657,$29 to its gas customers,,: aJ.lo~cat:ed to;·cla:~esi,·· '. 
, t " -,' , _ '. .' 

of service as follows: 

Class of' Service·· 

Firm Natural Gas~300i-1Cf" and Under 
Pirm Natural Gas--Over '300 Met 
Gas. Engine . . . 
Regular '. Interruptible '" 
Steam-Electric and Cement 
Resale" .•. , .. 

. . TotaJ: 

-1- . 

; J .' •• ,~' , 

. ' .'. '" .. 

.,"",' 

.1. ''',,', 

' .. , . 
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The $65?, 829 total amount refundable "reflects "a'ref'und ' 
II " "".'., " 1 

of' $471,.746 as of December 3-1, 1964 from· Pacific' Lighting'.Gas: 
• " . 'I 

SUpply Company and the unrefunded port,ion' of three prior'reruxlds 

in the amount 0.1' $lS6,OS.3as of Dece~er 31,~964" d~ec~ed:'by . 

Decisions Nes. 65609 and' 66500' and' .Resolution No~ G";;'123,1., Th.e: '" 

$657,$29 amount resulted from a refund and rateredue~'i6n'by : 
, 1"< 

Transwes~rn Pipeline Company to Paci.fic. l:tght~g G~'SU:PPIy";;compani .' 

identified- with the outlawing.' of the Texas dedicated' re:k~es:taX. 
, . 

. "' .. ':. I. .,..... , 

Southern proposes that refunds.'to the' "300:Mcf':::and,;:~delr"" 

group or firm natural gas· customers' be made toactivecusU;mers:' 
":> •. t', 

only as a uniferm ,credit to' April 1965 ;b:Uls. For::otheI'cu:s:tomer 
:: 1: . " ,,'. ,"', " ":. "., ,i " •• -:.':, :'., , ':', ;;,1 . ."'1' ,,-:::, ,,/'-,',:' . 

groups, Southern l~l."oposes to make ref'unds- to act.i1~" customers,:' as; . 
. :: ". ~r.-:" ,'> .,:" , ... ,';""_, ,,' 

a credit to their April' 1965 bU1s and to· make re·£\mdstO:f'ormer'.· 

cust.o~rs (exclusive of t.h~ "300 MCf and under"" group'oi'£fx"m:' 

natural gas service custome rs) by che ek . sent' to t.he·;~ l~st.:'kO.owxi: :' ... 

address. 

Upon consideration). the Ct)mmission £'inds,: 

'I;',' ," 
1-",:. 

(1) The refund plan as ProPos~dby. sOut.hern<is reasonab1~ . . ' , ' . 
. . 

and in the public int~rest. ' 

(2) The special records and reports requirements'otDecisions . 

Nos. 65609' and 66500 and Resolution No.. G-12J.l ,haVea.ccom;li~heCr· 
,\ ,'" ," 

'-",'1"" . 

their intended purposes) are net~equired forth~iut.u.re.an&::sh'o,uld': 
" "', " . ~ 

be discontinued. 

The COmmis,sion concludes tba t ano'rder should be<' i~ued; , 
direeti:cg re1"unds. as hereinafter provided. 

IT IS ORDERED as felloWs: 
" . ", ' . 

1. Within ninet.y days'a!ter 't,he ef'f'ective date:ot this,'order, 
• \. . .' I 

Southern california Gas Company shall refund.' not, le ss than $657 ,.82~' . 

to its customers in accordance with the ::ref~d' plan propose'dby: .... , ...•... ' 
. ','. ," . 

'.',,' " 

Southern and attached hereto as Appendix A. 

':"2-
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2. Within twenty days. after completing're£un.d·s as: pro~id.~d:.~ , ... :,:,., 

in 1. above) Southern California Gas Company sha'llfile' a::"wr.ii:te~ 

report with the Commission setting fo.rtb. thetotal~ount r~~d:ed:'<;' 
" .' 

• '. I" .'.' -',. " 

pursuant to, this order segregated .by·major classes:~o£ serv'ic~;~. 

:>. Southern cali.t:o·rnia Gas Company is: re11eved:hen~ef'ort:h.', .:. 
'" "".' 

from the spec1a.l record.s. and report1rlg req,u:trement.s, of Decision;,· 
" .. 

Nos. 65609 and 66500 and ,Resolut,ionNo. G-123'1~ 

The effective date of' this order' shall: ,be twenty da.ys': 

atter the date hereof. 

Dated' at _--=Sa=22..::::Fl"a:.::.:;::n;;.,;:cl;;:;ge().:==..' __ , . Ca.1ifo,rnia;, :this .-.;...~_--.;_ 

day of __ f:: ... E=B_RIJ_A_R_Y __ , 1965'.' . , '~ , 

',: ' . 
':.-, , ,.,.,,' 

,'., ' . 

',," 
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REFOND . PLAN' 

.' ' .. 
. . . 

"I,' 

'.' " 

, " . 

Southern Cal1torn1a. ~s. Company rece1veo. a. re!Und trOll); Pacific Lighting.' 

Ge.s Supply Co~ in the amount or $47J..;. 746.29 as ot':Deeem'ber 3l,~i964~:1'his . 

reto:o.d resulted. t'l"om 8. retund. 'by 'Xra.nswestern Pipeline Compe.xi.y to Pa.c:1t1c··i1sht1~. 
. . ' " 

Mot December 31" 1964" Southern C8l:t:eorrJ.1a Ge.s C~ wa.s:.bOld.1ng. 

July-August 1903 Re!U:rld (Dee~ 65609) . 

J~ 1964 Refund. (Dee. 66500) . 

June 1964· Re~ . (Bes. G-l231) 

Total. 

,t "'. ," 

37~928:~81 .' 

'T i463'~o3:"" 
.' 

$186, o8iM,,' .. 
". . . ........ . 

. ii"", 

·1. '. 
,II' .;' 

a.pplicab1e to, the :period. September 1961' through DeceDlber 1964. Th~.unret'unded':. 

'ba.lsJlce 1::rom prior retund.s is identified With Va.r1ous periods, sUb~que~:t;.to. 

April 1955" but is, not ass1g1l8.b1e 'tij 8.'tJ.Y pa.rt1c:ulargl'oup, ot .eustOmers' .. ·· .. 
, I, '. . . 

.!I , 

It. is proposed that tbetbta.l retUma.ble amount. ot$651.,.829'·'b~. allocated 
I' • ,'. ' , '.' , ... 

. . . ' . . 

to classes or serv1ce1n proportion to tot.al. Met" sales durillg the:per1Od" 

September 1" 1961 tbrough December 31".1964 •. It.1salso·proposed th4t,:.tbe amount" 
. . . .' ." '" 

, i,', ..~ ,"'" . 

thus alloca.ted to· firm na.tura.l gas serv1ce be turther alloeatedtc>'the' rt300:Md' 
.' '. 

per month and. under" s.nd the "over 300 Md";per month" cust*r group~.1ntlie;~e 

proportiOns tba.t the amO\1llt or the Compa:cy~s Js.rroar/ 1964 re.f'u1ldallO¢~ted"'to . 

-:f'1rm natural ge.s serv1ee eustom.ers vas apportioned·to these two groups'~ . ·'.rlle.~: . 
. ,,' -, _"," . 

torego1ng 8ll~t1ons :result-. in ass1gzl1l:lg thefoU:ow1ng;a.mounts of':.recic.a.,:to ... :tbe:, 
r '," . " 

several customer groups. 

':'."1 

',' t· 

",t· 

'I',' 

'", " 



group, 

Customer Group· 
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F1m :Ne:tuX'al' Ga.s-300 Met' 'and Under 

FUm. Ne.'ttIral Ge.s-Over 300 Met' 
" 
" 

Gas~:: 
II 
.~ 
I, 

Regular InteX"rolpt1ble . 
!. . 
': 

Ste=.-EleCtn.e 8.l:ld Cement 

Resale 

. , :,,: 

Alloea.t1on . .Amount:o~,·· 
Pereeritage::Retund· .. : ' 

. ".,1, ,_,'1'. . !,.', ," 

42" .2204~:· $2j7 ;738·" 
-',r ., _. 

". 5.2014: : 341'216, .:. 

'4;~~,:::,.'.':·":' 
, ""' .. , '" 

18:.1618::-" . U9' .. 414:'>:: . 
, ~ \ .;' .. , ... ,':, , ' ,.' " ~ ,', . 

28.~?7'·' ,'~89~T#:C", 
4:~84rl">'. < 3i~85~>, 

." "., " "'. . .' ,", '. ,I:>;:';' ~,,:",',"I'O'·<,:::-'" . 

!roteJ. . loo~~' $65~r;829~::'. 

1bere are approximately l,880,OOOeuGtomers tl,the '."300 Mci"~d .. under":' ..... . 
'j ,- • • ','. 

GO the $2TT ,738 elloea.ted totbe:t. group represents less ~>'15::':eents:per'" 
, . co",:" ,"""", ." 

c:ustomer. In view 0'1: the sm.s.ll size 0'1: th.1$ refU%ld and. the eost tb.8.t'Youldbe: 

involved in attemp~ to make a proport:ton.;U.·retund. tOlthese,maJlY'e~~tOmers,,1t .' 

1G pr~&ed to make the retw::ld. to' aet:tv~ eUstomers only as a '\lll11"oX'l:Q.,·ered1t -:to; : 
. " 

AprU 1965 bills,1n the amount 0'1: 15 eents. :per customer .. 

~o detem1ne the ret'lmds' to 1D.a.1v1dUtJl. c::ustomers in: otbex-.groups.; it 

is proposed. to apply the appropriate retund. ta<:tor listed. 'belOW' tOl:'the<J:e~ the' . 

eustomer :reeeived 1n J~us.r:r 1964 pursue.nt to~Dee1sion· No,. '66500;...t;rheta~rs 
.' " ..' " 

to "the amount or JtJJ:J.UJrJ:Y.l964. rdurld. 

Customer Group .. 
. , "' . . . 

Firm, Natar~· Gas . (Over' 300 Met') 

Gas EDg1De 

Regular Interruptible 

Steam-Electric a:cd. Cement 

,,1,' 

R~fudF~tor' ..•. 

. 1~82~'" "", " 

l~'rJS~~ .: : . ,.' . 

••. 1~905i/·.· .~'. 
, '.,'. ,~ : " ' .' 

, ' . 

. . " 

the1%' April 1965 bills a.nd toms.ke the retuMa to 'l:orme~ ~~taner$ (eXelUs~~' or 
the "300 Met' &Ild. UDder" group, or. firm natural ga.s· servie~eustomer~r byc:beek . ' 

'., . 
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~ the retund is Cl'~ted to' the customer" s"o:Ul;. the totaJ.a.mount o~ 

the retuDd 'W'1ll be shown on the bill. :Both 'present customers.,wllo.receiveo.re:wld 

eredj.t aDd :eormer customers Vho receive a. refund check' will OleO-receive: a.b1ll '. 
" 

1r.sert ..... ll1eb.w1ll. eouta1n the t'oUow1Jlg. Gtatement: :' 
, 

I' . " "', ,; . . 

"~s'l"e!'Ucd 18 I'ursuent to an order ot'the Cal.:U'orn1a. Public ,. 
Ut111t1escOmm:tss1on." ,. 

The ~'s JIJ:1J.U/.J.r'j 1964 ref'Undeove:red per10ds extend1~,:erom,.·o 
. '-', ,.' 

J~ 1" 195$ tlu-o'Ugb. October 31",1963. It is reco~zec1"::tho.t appro:x:tme.tely 

$165,,000 ot'the current :retundreee1vedf'romPs.cWe L1gb.t!ngc:as ~iy::CorIlpazly 
, 1~i ' , " ,,"., . . . , "", , , ': "'., ',:' " 

relates to the period. November l~ 1963 through Dec:ember'31;l964~ .e.ndthat:,under 

the proposed plan 8. large firm· natut'al. ~" .. ge.s . eXl81ne ~ . o~ :reSular: interruptible, 
" ',." . 

C8.lU'orn1& Gas' CazxpaxlY' or Southern CounUesGe.a ·Compa.zl¥ ~uld'not:reee1ve' 3,'.' 
• ," • ,I' 

': " . 

rdund.. :r:e tJJ:J:I' such new" eustomer inquires about a. re1"urld".the' Compariy-w1ll, 

, e8J.cul;a.te 8. ~ tor suc:b. eusto:D.erby applying. to- b.1stotal,Mc:teonSumpt1on 

d~the 14-mon:th pel'1od NOVeml>er 1963.through:J)eeember:1964.tbe:r~~r·'ob~ 
..' , i" 1 " 

, : ') t· 

by d.1V1d:1rlg:-$l65". OOO:""by the COzn:pallY' stotaJ.;· Mc:t" ' sales dur1llg: ~t,per1od'~, ,1b4t.. , . 
',,,,, 

:eaetor is .03 een.tSpel" Mer. :Because tbetotal ot'suchretunds '1s~to- be 
, "'. ','" 

very small,,' no port1onot'the $657,829: ha.sbeen 'reserved tor .<tlle.m~:" 
, , " . 

• II". 

", .. ' 
<; 

,.>,l 

,I," 

,'",,;. 

. , " .. " 
.~, ' 

.',', , ... ,<, 
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