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Decision No.' 68635 lVOOmijijH.@'· 
. " '. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES,COM::ISSION OF 'THE STATE ':OF '\6IaIFORNIA' 

!n the Matter of the Application of' ) 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES GAS, CO~~A.NY :ror a ) 
general increase in gas rates under, ) 
Section 454 o£ the Public Utilities ) 
Code. } 

-----------------) ) 
In the Matter of the Application of 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES GA.sCOMPANY ,OF' 
CALIFORNIA for, a general increase 'in 
gas rates under Section 454 of: the 
Public Utilities~ Code.: ' 

) 
) 
) 
) , 

} 

-------------------------------> ) 
In the' ~.at:eer of the Applica'iion.of';' ). 
SOUTHEFU~COUNTIES GAS COKPANY OF r 
CAI.IFORl\l~A for an increase in' gas, , ) 
rates under Section. 454 of'the Public" ) 
Utilities Code to- offset, the higher- , ',' ) 
price to be paid.to its. supplier," '.) 
El Paso Natural Gas Company. .: ) 

----------------------~-----) '~ In the Matter of the Application of 
SOUTHERN COUNTIES GAS COEP'A11Y ,OF '. 
CAlIFORNIA forageneralincrease~in 
gas rates·under'Sect.ion. 454 of the:' 
Public Utilities Code. ' " , . 

) 

. ~ 
) 

--------------------~~~---) 

" :,' 

Application No. ' 38211 
", 

Application. No.4095S 

, " , . 

Application' N~~41S'59: " " 
, .... 

ORDER DIRECTING REFUNDS 

Sou~hern Counties' Gas Company of california' '(Southern'." 

Counties) has filed a plan'to refund $3.01,165 t'o> its gas cus~mers,:: 
.' .. ' 

allocated t., classes of service asfollew$,:' 

Class o£ Service .' Amount, df,' RerUrid 

General Service ~. 300 Me:t~d Under 
'General Service - Over'300Mc£ . 
Gas Engine 
Firllilndustrial 
Regular Interruptible, 
Steam 'Plants',' , 
Whole sale' , 

TotaJ. 
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'. L '.' :."; ••• 

The $301,,165 total amount. refundable reflects-"a. 'r~-fUr{d 

or $310,052 as o! December 31, 1964 from Paci:ricUghii~g:Ga:s" 

Supply Company less a net o-ver-re£und aso! Deeember"31~'1964~ ',t:1f, 
• • l • I 

$S,SS7 from -ehree prior refunds directed by Decis:i.o'ns~ NO:S,.'6.561.o,' 

and 66501 and Resolution, No' .. G-1Z3,Z.- The' $;lb~O'52'amount're~Jlt~d 
.' .. ' .' ',1-' . 

from a refund and, rate reduction bYTran~weste;nPipelil'leCO~~any, • 
., , ':,.' ' 

~ Pacific Lighting Gas Supply Companyidenti:r,ied with' th.~, out:...', ' 

laWing, of the Texas dedicated" reservestax'. 

Southern Counties, propo,s~s that x:-efundsto the' ,,"300 

Mcf and 'Wlder" group or general service eustome;z::s., be made' ,to. : 

active customers only as a uniform, credit, to April,. "196:5b:ills, •• 

" ~. 

For other customer groups", Southern Counties pro,i>o:ses, to:: make , 
refund's to active customers asa cred~~" t~their:~pril; " ',19'6-5;:':~:tll$' '. ' 
and to make, refunds to, former customers (exclusiye' o:f'"'the:",300: 

, Mc! alldunder" general service' cUstomers):'by,check ~11edt.~~·'the" 
!" .1 

last known address. 

Upon consideration, the Commission finds:: ", 

(1) The refUnd plan as pro~osed by Sout.hern Count.ies, is . 

reasonable and in the public interest. 
.'. . , ... ' 

(Z) The special records and reports requirements, of ne cis ions' , 

Nos. 65610 and.' 66501 and Resolution'No. G-12}2 have'O:;lc'compl£~hed' 
,'.' ' .. '-•• 1 

, " . '" , 

should be. discontinued. 

The Commission concludes that. an order should:;, 'be ,issued"': 

directing re£unds as hereinafter provided." 
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IT IS ORDERED as follows:, 

1. Within ninety days after,the ef:f'ective date of:this,order, 

Southern Counties Gas Company o!'Ca1i.fornia 'shall' refund'not'less' 

than '$)01,165 to its cust.omers in a~cordance with the::re:furid~plan" 

proposed by Southern Counties and attached heret<:>:asAppend"iX A~,'"" 
, . ."". 

2. Within twenty days a.f'ter eompleting. refunds- a's Pro,vid~d" 

in 1 above, Southern Counties Gas Company of Cal i£o rnia , 'shali,f'ile<' ' 
, '," ,", .," 

"" ... ' 

a written report with the cO~issiori setting'forth:'thetotal',amo:Unt 

refunded pursuant to this order segregated by Ill~jO~ , ciass~~:, o~:," 
, ,'. '~' 

servi.ce. 
" ." 

3. Southern Counties Gas Company of ,California' is:'re~l:ieved ' 

henceforth from the special records and' repo'rting;eqU-i~em~nt:s,'o;' ", 
o. ", " , 

Decisions Nos. 65610 and 66501 and Resolut.ion No'.G~12>Z'.,'" 

The effective date o! this order' shalr:be ':tw~nty"days 
, ~', ~.\' , , " 

, , 

after the' date hereof. 

Dated at _-.;;.;Sa.n;;;;;;..Fr.m~;;;:;d=I!It'4;;..;:=· _' _, California~ this..2;';';;"da~:'oi·: ' 
. , '.' 

FEBRUARY ) 1965. ,:',':,," ,.", ',' , 

" !' ': " 

" .". 
. ,' .. 

" , " ',' . 
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Southern Counties Gas' Compe.nyrece1ved, a re:f\md 1'rom'Pac:1t1c,L1ghting.·' 

~ Su.pply Company in the amount o~ $310,,052 as o~December31'" 1964~\~b.18 

:refund. resulted !rom a :ret1.md by Tra.nswestern Pipeline Compa:l.Y' to p~C1ne 
, .. , 

. .: " '. I'~i :.. . . . . 

Light1:lg Gas Supply' Company and. So rate reduction by ~ransVestemas6tNovember1, . 

1904, 'both identified with the ,outl.o.w1llg. otthe ~e~5~ed1c:ated 'ref3erves tax •. 

As of.December 31, 1904, Southern C01Jllt1es GaB' C~h8.d. ':~~r- . 
. , .1, I 

ret\mded. $8,887 vb1ch represents the net tor three prior refunds>,a~er,reduct1()n' '.' 

ot undeliverable and uneasb.ed re~d ·c:b.eeks as ,sho'Wll. 'by.the tollO'W1ng,:' " . 

Ret\md undelivered, ' Net:. 
Over or'Oncashed oVer (under) 
~'O'nder2 Cheek.!' Retund, 

July-August 1963 (Dee. 65610) ($15,074) $14,035. 
.' ($29',i09')' " . ' ~ , '.' ~ 

J8Jl1J1Xr'Y 1904 (Dee. 66501) ~4J.,..285 13~68$ ~t·600· 1" ,,' ,. 

Jl:ne 1964 (Res. G-l232) 10::872 481- 10:;·396 

~otel. $3iz02Q' $28.203, . $.8<887" I ;' 

The $3.1.0, 052 retund from Pe.c:1t:te'L1ght1llg Gas Sup:plyc comPanY:t~ 

ap:pl1ce.'ble to the :penod ~tember 1961 't;broughDeeember ~964~' . ':Ole:: n~t:'over- .. 
retunded. amount 1nvo1ves a.ll. three prev.toue retunds, but ~s:not 8.SS1~bl~:to;,: 

'. " .-

e:ay :pe.rt1eW.ar group ot' customers .. ' 

It is proposed that the net. 8mount'%'efundab1e,.$301;.J.65;:be'eJ:.leeated . 
" " .. 

• " . ,: r, ~", ", 

to the various c:l.asses of: service 1ll ;proport1ontothe total M~ sales. dur1ng. 
,,' ", 

the period Septeml>er ~, ~961 tbro~ Deeember 31" ~964.It-18e.iSo~;,~r~pOsed· 
" I' 

the.t the amount slloc:ated to General Service be turther', all.oeatedto,the " '. 

n300 Md' ;per month and 1.ltI.deX''' and the "over 300 Mer' per month"'" c:ust~r,·srou.ps:· 

in the same proportion a.s used in the J8Jl.UJJ:ry 1964 retUnd .. ',. 

. I. -. • 

", J, 

. ..... 
. ':', . 
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'" 
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service: 

Class of Service 
Al.loce.tion ' ,AmOWlt ::ot ,. -
Percentage • Re:f'\md -: ,,' 

I,i 

GenereJ. Service 
_',t '"'',''' 

Ge.e. Engine , .' 1':'205,' ," '" -.' 
" 1>, _ 

" 0'':' 

2.60,% 
. "',,' 

-. ',7 830''''': ".,,' 
I' ," 

, , " 

'PL' 

' '" .. 

F1%m Industrial 

Regular Interruptible, 

Steem -Plants,-

9-.75tf;' -29j62:" , ,', ','., 

29.87tf,.··. 

,22.52%" 

lOO.~ 

", "":",',""':-1' 

, 891' 958-::-: ., 
.- .. ," '/: 

61:822>', -" '-.' ' 

$301 ;i6S;:' 

(1) TIle tote.:!. GeneraJ: Serv1ce~,$l04,986~iS:" 
!\a"ther sJ.l.oca.ted, based 'on;' the ratios,' 

U$ed tor the JtJJllJU'y' 1964_re:f\Uld ,Pool: 

a.stollows: . 

300 Mct and 'Under 

Over 300 Mct 

~ote.l' 

94._~ 

6.odP" ' 

loo·.O~',:, 

$98;681 

61299<'" ' 
" $loi.> 985': . 

1 ,'".:1\',;''' 

Re!\md to General. Serv1ee Customers -- 300 Me! and Under -

Tbere are 8.pprox1me.tely 970,000 a.cco'Unts,1nth1sclassotse:rv1ce,: 

so the $98,687 alloea.ted to this groU'p.representsa refurJ.d or approx:tma.tely 
j " ,t'," 

10 cent::; per customer. In view ot the small, amount of tbisretund'and.the 

cost involved in a.ttempting to make 8. propOrtiorwi:rettlnd: to' this"classor' ' 

service, we pro:pose to make the ietu:c.d, to active custaners, as "a:'u:C.1:r~m' :reduc-, 
" .. ' \ '. ' 

tion toApril 'buls in the em.Olmt of 10 cents :per- c1lStomer..:' 

CUstomers ~ receive e. notice with their .'bm- vhiCb. will- 'indica.te 
. .,1 

mrs REFUND IS PORS'tTA.NT to ftJ.f OEDER. OF: 'rIlE: 
,a,,-< 

I oOtl, 
, ' "~, \1 , ' 

CAUFORNIA. . POBLIC . 'O'm.ITIES 'CCMMISSI<>N~ 

, " 

, " 
~ .,' , 

" I,' 

. . '~ 

. .'. 

"":""",: .' 
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Re1'.mds to Other Classes of Service -- Aet:t:ve and InaCt1 ve . 

It 15 :proposed tb.a.t the amount to 'be returlcled tothesecustcmers.'be 

in d:1.:reet ;proport1on to the e:mount. each rece1ved 1n the .January 1964.'retund~ 
The refund te.ctors -:0 'be e.:p:pl1ed to the amounts :re~d.ed:tn:.: 

Jtm.WJrJ 1964 are as :follows: 

Class'o't Service Ret'und Factor ',; 

Genel'8l Serv'1ce-41er 300 Mcf 1~528~: , ..... 

Ge.s Engine 

F1m lndurtr1al.. 

Regule.r Inte~1ble 

Steam Electr1c '. 

Wb.olesaJ.e 

1~204~: .~' 

l.~::· 
. ',", 

. . :t.39~·:····: 
. 2"7' ~:.{ . 
, .. .ci.\J/J,,".' 

" '".:,,";:!,-,' 

Ee1'\mds to active customere. :will 'be applied I:I.s.cred1ts to·montbly· 'b111sand '. 
,I 'I' 

'-'1ll 'be shown as 8. separate 1temon the b:tll.Refunds, to' >clo~d'a.ccounts . 

'W1l1 'be ma.d.e bycbeck ma.1led ,to the la.st known a.ddress .. · 

The tolJ.OW1ng. statement 'W1ll 'be sho'Wn oli' the1'ace' of the bUls' m.a1led: . 

customers: 

mrs RF.:FOml IS PORSUANr TO AN ORDER OF .. : ' 

TEE CALI:FOBNIA.· PCBLIC ···.Ul'm'I'IES' COMMISSION •. 

Zrle a.'bove statement is identical to the one used for thesecla.asesof .e.ervice ... ' 

~or the tb:ree :previous re~ds •. 

The JfJJl'U1J:r"'J' 1964ret\md covered tbe :period extend1ngt:rom.Janusr,r ... :' . 

1, 1958 through Oetober 3)., 1963.. It is, :recogrdzed that8.pproX1l'llAtelY $J;o8'~5l8, 
• • • • • ~ > • I. . .' 

o'tthe c'.JX'X'ent refund. :received:trom Pacific L1gllt1ngGas .. S~ply C~:relate$':.· 
I .", " 

to the 'penod November 1963 tbrough. December 1954; ·.usothat,/,underthe: 
:; ~\ " " , : , .,' . ",' , ' . 

:proposed plan" a, le.rge General Service,. Gas, Engine~ F:tl'm:' Ind~~tr1al;". "or 

Regular ~~ten'1l'Pti'ble ~tomer "Who did, n~t take se~~e 'pr.tor to· N~er 1963· ':' 
,',.. ' 

",. 
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vow,<! not receive a.retund. It is. oor intent10n that, 1!' ~Gueheustomer 

inqtli:res tWout a refmld, 'We -.dll ealeula.te one 'tor b.1:al 'by 8.pply1llg t()" Ms"total.. 

M~ consumption tor tbe period. Novem~1963' tbroughDeeemb:er 1964 tbe tae'tor" 

o'bta.1ned 'byd.1v:tding $:1.08,518 by the Company's total"Me't ~es"du:r11lg,'that: " 

period.. ~e tactor is .03 eentsperMef'~ , 

Xhe total or ouch :refunds would ,be very smeJ.l and, tbere!ore,,:we 
, ' ' ,,' 'I " " 

d.o not, propose-tbat tmY' portion ,of thetot8J.=ounttO'be- re~ded: ib~:<,;e.seX"Ved' 
" ":1"""" 

tor these euGtomers. 
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