Decision No. 68729
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UPILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ' R

Application of the City of SAN JOSE, ) . L
California, for permission to con- g Application No. 45927 . =
struct Stokes Street at grade across Filed November 1, 1963 -
existing tracks of the Southern ) o S e Ty
Pacific Company. @~ =

)
Investigation on the Commission's )
own motion to determine whether or
not a crossing at grade of Stokes -
Street in the City of San Jose with
the track of the Vasona Branch of ) R
Southern Pacific Company should be ) Case No. 7872
constructed, and if said grade cross-) Original Hearing
ing is to be constructed, the pro- ) T B :
portions in which the expense of )
constructing such crossing shall be )
divided among the railroad fnvolved )

and applicable public agencies. . )

F. P. Palla, City Attornmey and Donald C.
Atkinson, Assistant City Attormey, for
the City of San Jose, applicant in
No. 45927 and respondent in No. 7872.

Joseph G. Schumb, Jr., Deputy Counsel and
John R. Kenmnedy, Assistant County Counsel
for the County of Santa Clara, respondent -
in No. 7872. AR R

Randolph Karr, for Southexn Pacific Company,
protestant in No. 45927 and respondent. -
in No. 7872. . ' o C

Herry P. Cochran and M. E. Getchel, for'the
lssion staff. — - -

OPINION

Duly noticed public hearings were held on Appl:[éa_ytioixli}; R
No. 45927 on March 13, 16, 30 and 31, 1964. That spplication was |
heard on a consolidated record viith,'cagé No. 78‘72"‘ o“n}, Apr:.l | 2, 22’ |
June 11 and.July 14, 1964. All the hearings weré:?bélfo‘re”’ Examiner ,'1 .
Power at San Jose. On July 14 the métter was submittedandaso f ‘
August 11, 1964 is ready for decision. ” e
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The railroad track here :anolved is the Vasona Branch of
Southern Pacific Company. At Stokes Street it is a single track. .
This branch formerly extended from San Jose v:La Campbell Vasona and
Los Altos to the Sao Francisco—San Jose main line double track at
California Avenue. Now, however, it extends only to the stat:[on of
Simla, 14.5 miles £rorn San Jose. Its only present function :!.s to
switch cars to and from industries from- Campbell to Permanentc. .
‘I’he r:’.ght of way between S:Lmla and Califoruia Avenue stations has
been transferred to the county of Santa. Clara for an expressway.
passenger or through freight sexvice Is, or could he, rendered over ,
this trackage. Four round trips (e:[ght one way moves) constitute the:v .
rail traffic at Stokes Stxeet. The ra:[lroad speed limit :Ls 30 m:l.les _‘
per hour.. | , L 7

Adjoining the Vasona Branch right of way on :[ts easterly
side is a street called Southwest Expressway.' 'rhis presently is a
two-lane street, but in the near future :Lt is to ‘be" expanded to fou:t '
lanes. Much of the property needed for this expans:i.on has been | ,
acquired, Fuxther: expansion to six lanes 1is contemplated 'but that
is too remote to concern us here. Like ‘the Vasona track the di.rec- "
tion of Southwest Expressway is a 1:I.tt1e west of due south to a

little east of due morth. Southwest ExpresswaY ori.g:t.nates near the |

core area of San Jose and will prov:[de a conven:l.ent means of :[ngress ‘

and egress to and from that area. _

Stokes Street is a due east. and west street extending from ..
Bascom Avenue eastward to the right of way of Vasona Branch. It- o
extends also to the west of Bascom Avenue, but not to the :l.mediate

ecast of Southwest Expressway. It is proposed to construct

this street east of the expressway at some indef:[.n:!.te future date,

but this, also, is too Temote for present purposes. §
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At the point of crossing it :Ls proposed to '-u:m utCl |
Street slightly south so es to crors the' ra:f.l-*oad at x: gnt angles
ané form a T Ictersectlion with Scutiawest Expresswoy.

Tkere is aiways an elczent of hazaxd in any g‘rade c...ossing. -;f |
Heowever, where the usage of thc ra:Ll l:Lne :!.s as li:nited ‘-s :I.s "he
casc hexe, thet hazard is gre‘_tly redueed Noreovet, ‘tne commercia...
importanca of this txackage is smll.. It is morelv a me.an.» bj' nhica
certain indnstr’es can reach the stream of commerce. BN l,

Camp‘bel.:. Un:.on High Scaool Dist*ict would Be en imed:.ate
'be..efica.ary of thic cross*.ng. The Del Max H:Eun Scnoox of tbib A
diztrict is bounded on the cast by Vasona. Branch and on the south b _,r
Stokes Street. | Cous truction of the cros.,...ng w'.tll meke. :!.t unnecessoxy
for this distr:..ce to render bus semce to. oerta:ln btudents wno now
recelve such service. ‘l‘his will offect a su'bstant’.!.al .»aving. : |

Southwest Expressway cuts in a d:[.agonal through a rectan-' .
gulas arcz. This a::ee. is bounded on the north by Fru:ttdale Avenue,

ca the east by M eridian Avenue, on the outh by Hamilton Avenue anO

oz the west by Bascom Avcm..e. Just we.,t of Bz scom Avcnue thcre :.s a o

laxge built-up axca. The inbabitants of that area w:Lll 'benei:’."' o

immedigtely and su'bqeanttally fro:n Stokes Scree cros.,ing, , .;.t m’.ll*r_ EE

glve them a. shor..er and mo*e eizect *outo to the downtown arca, and

the San Jose State College. Moreover, the traff:’.c is mucn more dense”?*;"f* s

oD Bascom Avenue than it is ou Soutnwest Exoressway, an aoded induce-“!

weat to use the 1atter strcet. 'rh\.re are people ea'xt o.. thc expz‘ecq- S
way tba" will f,.nd :.t convenient for travel to oo 3 ec*.wes~ w\.st an&
nortlmest of the track. N

There was - evidence m.cfa.c:’.cnt to :Lnd:r.cate t;.at there :I.s a

substantial volume o... veh..cular :raff:!.c "o Lg about :tn the. area.- It;l S

would be speculative o dr v any conclus:!.on ' espeotmg t:hp amount Ofﬁ* o

this traffic that would use ‘the Stokec Sf-'.:eet c:ossing. R AN
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 The railroad recommended that . flashing light signals with f_‘:
automatic gates be installed at. the proposed crossing. X One City

witness found this acceptable. There should also be. traffic 1ights jp S

on Southwest Expressway which wonld balt traffic thereon so that

venicles traveling eastward on Stokes could use the cxpressway 1anesf'f‘,_‘ RN

to vacate the crossi.ng when - a train is approaching. 'rhis is neces- e

saxy because of the limited space- between the traclc and Southwest
E.ecoressway. -

'I.'he final issue to be- disposed of :I.s the allocation of T

The original application requested that costs 'be allocated{.‘i‘vfy‘;j;f'}

by agreement between the City and the: Railroad Case No, 7872 was
instituted to bring in the County of Sa.nta Clara. Thi was done
because, conceivably, some evidence could: have been presented whicn ",.f N

would impose some responsi'bility on this County for sharing in the

financing of the Stokes Strect crossing. No Such evidence material-f

ized during the hearings. Certain prOperty over which the County
exercn.ses governmental powers lies in the vicinity of the proposed
crossing. This nroperty is now in agricultural use. Ingress and

egress to it are readily available. 'I.'he County neither support

rox opposes the City's application.. There 1is no basis in the record i

for imposing any portion oF the cost. on the County of Santa Clara.‘. o :

- The usual Practice of the Commission has been to allocate [ ‘

the total construction cost of a new crossing to the applying party. e

Nothing fn this record would indicate any reason to make _an fe:ccep-f‘*?‘:f' "
tion hexe. |




-
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The record shows that the Southern Pacific Company
will benefit negli gibly, if at all from the Stokes Strcet
crossing. On the other hand the City'will benefit by having
direct access to Del Mar High School from the south and east,
where & large proportion of the school s total enrollment
resxdes, the movement of automotlve traffic 1n the area‘wall
be faciaitatcd as Bascon.chnue, a maJor city strect will be
relicved of congestion and the need for 1ert turns on Bascom
will be reduced; and the crossxng.will create dlrect access

from.Bascom.Awenue to a reSrdent¢al area lying southeast of the

Southern Pacific tracks. In light of the record the City shouldﬁffl,‘

beaxr total const-uction costs..
The—Commassion finds that: _ ,
1. Public convenience and necessity require that Stokes

Street be‘constructed at grade across the track of the Vasona
Branch of Southern Pacific Company..

2. Public ‘safety requires that two Standard No. 8 flashinefv"

light signals.equipped with automatic gate arms be installed at

said crossing. o o SRR
3. Public safety further requires that signals be installed

on Southwest Expressway prccmpted so as to stop traffic in both

dxrections on said expressway when the flashing light signal is
in operat*on. ) ‘ ‘
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4. The City of San Jose is ‘the principal beneficiary of the

proposed crossing. It is reasonable to’ asse s the total construc-i”“VY\»*“»

tion cost to the City.

5. It would. be unreasonable to assess any portion of the costslbffjfﬁ

arising from the construction of Stokes Street crossing.to the County?ﬁ;jef§

of Santa Clara.

The Commission concludes that-'

1. Application No. 45927 should be granted as provideo ln the Fff*ﬁ5'

followmng oxder. S S i
2. Signal protection should be provided and costs allocated
as provided by the following,order. | L
3. Pursuant to the policy of "the Commission, the cost of

33 naintaining protective devices at the crossings involved shouldwbe-fbaifﬁff5

| borne bv-the railroad

ITISORDEREDthatV‘ R e
1. The City of San Jose is hereby authorized to construct

Stokes Street at grade across tracks of. the Southern Pacific Company

in Santa Clara County, at the location described in the application, i

to be identified as- Crossing,No. L-49 4 Applicant shall bcar the

entire construction expease, also maintenance cost of the crossing

outside of limes two feet outside of rails. Southern Pacific Companyi‘7d7"'

shall bear mcintcnance cost between such lines. Width of"'rossing .
snall be not less,than sixty feet and grades of approach.not greater :'

tnan 2 percent. Construction shall be. equal or superior to~Standard .

No. 2 f General Order No. 72.

2. Protection shall be by two Standard No. 8 flashingnlight

i w-‘.‘ AT

signals (General Order No. 75—B) eQulpped wrth automatic gate . f7“‘"

to be installed at said crossing. The City-of San Jose shall bear
all of the cost of installation oi said signals.

'_G;j
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3. The meintenance costs' of the crossing‘s< be‘ween*més:-*twa L

feet outside rails and for the automatic protection installed at the ST

crossing shall be borme by the: Southern Pacific Company. ‘

4 The City of San Jose sh.all construct: tra.ffic signals at
the intersection of Stokes Streect and Southwest Expressway which
shall be interconnected with the crossing signals at Stokes Street
crossing and preempted by train movements and a green clearance ‘

period provided by the traffic signals so that vehicles may be

il

¢leared from. the track area. 3 | LT ﬁ

| 23 Within thirtY days afrex completion pursuant to this order g

applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. _. This authoriza—_@‘ : .

tion shall expire if not exercised within one year unless time be
extended ox if above conditions are not. complied with Authoriza- N
tion may be revoked or modified if public convenience, necessity, s

- or safety so require.

”~

| The effef-‘tive date of this order shall be twenty days;‘:-‘f"}".i'-,;3’_'-
after the date hexeof. e ‘

Dated at ____gan Prancisco California,“'ﬂ his o
MARCH . 1965, |

S President:




