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Decision No. _..;1687 .............. 3 ..... 1 ...... __ _ , '." 

,.. ' .... ':' .. , " 

aEFORE, nIE PUBLIC UTILITIES~ CO~.itllSSION OF',THE,STA?=E:~F,'CALIFORmA~""" 

Investigation into the safety, , ) 
mainten.:mce, operation" use,.; tlXld ) 
protection of the crossing at grade ~ 
of love'kin30ulevard" and the tracks 
of The Atchison, Topeka 'X Santa Fe 
Railway Company in the County, of 
Riverside; Crossing No~ 2C-44 .. 6·. ) 

case No.806S 
(Filed November It. 1964) 

------------------------------) 
Jayme C. 3iiley, for The Atchison, Topel<a ' 

and santa' Fe ,Railway Company;, RayT~ ,,', , 
Sullivan, County Counsel" by Tilden L, .. 
arook..c:;, for the County of, R1verside; 
respondents.. , 

Lawrence Q.' Garcia, for the COmmis,Sion' ' 
staff. ' 

o·p I,N. IO:N - - - -.---,- , " 

A public hearing on' theabove-entitled.'matterwas."h~id·' 
before Examiner Rogers in Riverside,> california, on."January'",13,,- " ' 

• • r • ',<,..: ' ", 

1965, and the matter was submitted., 

The investigation concerns the crossing at 'sradeof 

South lovekin :3oulevard by The Atchison,. Topeka'and,santaFe , , 
- I· , ' 

Railway COmpany (;,tUlway) in the County of·Ri~~rside >(C~os~ing:" " ' 
• ., . I . . 

No. 2C-44.&). The investigation was to detet'I1l:i:ne," am6rig,c>ther ~i 
~ ". I, . 

things, whether or not public health, ,safety; and' welfare r~CJ.uil:e'" 
the installation and maintenance- of.additionalor:Llnprovedpro~ ,', 

" . , .' .. 
tective aevices at said erossing~ or whetheror'no,t· pub.lic}1.e~ith~ 
safety~, and wel,fare require the reloc:~tiO~';wid~n!ng,. :closirig~::'o'r:,:./ 

':': .. ,. ,' .. , ... 

other alteration of said crossing. 
"r ' 

.', ' 

, '. '", 
.,1·' . 

'" -, .. ' 

-1- .\ :: 

I, .• '. ~ , 



·c. 8063 - &G* 
"'.' 

The crossing. is located approximately Z'~7 :miles',south" ' ' 
, , ' , 

of3lythe. The rail line involved' is ,the Ripley Branch: of 'the 

Railway on which freight service isperformed'between' Ripley' ,"and", 
," .. '., 1. , ,'. 

Freda through Blythe. 
.'. .' . 

o'lnd during the lettuce and melonharvest~ seasons:: (betWeen:, ' 

No~r 15 and, December 31 for lettuce and between <May, 20' 'and' 

June 20' for melons), there are from one to, four' added: s~tcbini 
, " 

crews which render additional services as needed.' 

A cheek by a stafftransportatiouengineer6fvehicu:lar 

traffic and rail operations was made at the'cross1ng,:beo.1e~:' 
12 noon and 6 p-.m., on December 15, 1964. During.tMs,Ch~CkT' 
634, automotive vehicles traversed the' crossing., The staff:~witness:' 

estimated that i.n 24 hours that day, the' total'number o£::"such 
• • ,.' , , I ., "'., ", 

vehicles 'w;uld have been ' 1,710:~: ," Ihere"w~re'f6urtr~n,'m~~etnerits,' 
."i""~' ,"- " 

made by one train crew during 'said' six-hour check~' "'The'Se'trIove~: 
.. , '. 

ment$ consisted of from an engine" only to an~iine-' an,~'fi~~'·-c::lrs. 
" 

JUl of said movements were between ,4:04p..m.;, and·S.:30~,p..m;", : The 
. , '" .' 1'1 . 

" 

4:04p.m. movement was dur:iug. daY'li.ght~, andtb.e:;other,three':move-
. ' . , " . '. , ' i ~ . • c" '" ' . 

meuts were after dark. Four vehicles,were<delayed~bytbe'4:04,.,·p'~6 .. 
',' 1\., 

movement,. one by a movement at,S;24p;.m.,and~uoneby,thc:,othe-r' 
'. ." .' ' . ',' . 

two. . ,>"f""> 
. <: ' (. ' 

In addition to said movements~ therewer~at le~t:tWo.: 
. h" . 

. ':'-",2 

more moves by a crew which commenced",orkatlO{p~m;' ',int.B:lYth~·", 
. "',' . . 

The crossin~ involved is on Loveld.nBoulevard', 14~>feet.:,', 

soutb. of Avenue 18. It has no, automatic protecti~nor"light~)'and " 

three of the accidents listed belOW' occurred' at night~:.:The 'a~eas-: 
to the north of the crossl:D.g are 'all open' f:i:~l;d.s"butat'th.e,::p?int 

, ',"',.' 
" . 

" ",' 

".' "~' ,'~,~~t~,""'-"I'" 
, ... ~ .. , 

', .. ' . 
. ~., ,>, " 

, ',' . 

. ":' I 
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of crossing~ there are cattle pens w.i.th. wooden horizontal.and. 

spaced board fencing adj acent to the highway ani: right\o·f •. way.··· .. 
in three quadrants. The physical character1sties'o'f the. c:ros~g,. .... 

'. . ..' " 

together with' the accident record . from December.l~19S9:.,:tol . . , . 
.,', 

November 30~ 1964~ are as follows: . 

1. Number 'of tracks • • • • '. •. • .. • • ..1 '. 1, , \ ': , 
2. Approach Width> •. *' 
3. Angle. of crossing 
4. Illumination.. ~'. 
5. Protective-devices 

.. .• • • • .. .. .' •. ~. 24feet< . . ... .' ' ... ', . 
• • .. •. • • '. .'.,.. 54 d~grees.: .. . 
•. • •.• • ... • ..,1" '.... ... None ' .. " \ .': '" 

, ..., '.., .• ' t.·.·, 
'~. 2StandardNo'~:·ls· .' *' .. · .. 

(refle~to~ized) , ' 
6. Maximum permitted train speed • • • • 20 MPK... " 
7.. Maximum permitted: vehicle speed • .. • 6$~.· 
S. Number of trains .per day,. .. .. .. ..... 2"1'1usre<tuired' 

added:, swi tching 
Estimated daily vehicles over crossing 1,.710 
Train-vehicle accident record~ , "'. 

9. 
10. 

December l~ 1959 tlrough November 30,. 1964: 

P.!S!. 
April:' 4,.. 1960 
June 26,~ 1963-., 
February 23,.. 1964 
November .. ' 2.5~" "'1964 

4 Accidents, 

No •. I<i11ed' 

o 
1" ··0····· 

. 0·" 
'"", 

1· . 

. ' No.. ·.lnjured " 
·····,:1:,'· 

0" 
1·. 

, ]; 
\ ,-",,' 

In February. lS64, the Commission staff recomended. to: 
. , 

the &ailway and to the County of Riverside that ·automatici pr()~~e";·, ..•. 

tion be installed at'. this crossing. The Railway" agree~t~assume 

50 per cen: of the costs, but the County declined. '. 
. . 

Ihe staff witness concluded that~' based: on the'·yo.1ume 

and speed of vehicular traffic in· thearea)'the ,restricted," 

visibility by motorists of'trains :due to 'the cattle" pens~ ~he 
. ..' ., '. . 

lack of illumination and the accident· record~ bett~r' prote~tion . 
. ". 

is: needed.. He recommended that two Standard "r-T6... 8'.flashl.ng:light' 
- " ." ," • "', I , 

signals be installed at the crossing~, NO:~' 2C-44'~6>' 
"" , 

-3- .. 
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The ~w.lway representative stated at thehearingthae it. 
:' ", 

is agreeable to the apport!onmentto it of 50 ~r'eent of:··tbe 
, ,,~. 

installation coses plus 50 per cent of the maintenan~e'c~sts: of::the:' . 
, .,' 

:recommended signals.. The' Commission has ,her~tofore·.~o.tif:[ed: . 
, . 

railroads that it will in all cases. assess against. the:. rai.lroad.· 

0= railroads involved tbe entire cost of maint8.ining pro·tective . 

devices of railroad crossings (Decision No.. 6688:1 ,. da.tedFeb~ ,25, 

1964~ in Cases Nos. 7463 and 7464) .• 

!be County of :u.verside· p:esented ·no evidence,. but.·a:rgued .. ' 
, .' \'.' , , . 

that there is no record of any hazardous conditio~ dUe· to"increased. . . . 

vehicular traffic since the crossing. was. first constructed; and': 
I'., 

that any added protect1~n is the ~lway t S responsibility .. , ..... . 
" " , 

" 01' 

Upon the record herein,. theCommissio':1,f:Cncls that:· ,'. 
. , 

1 ~ 'the ~ta.ilway has a single line of track eX1:endi~,: from 

F:eda through Blythe to. Ripley> which is appro~te~ysix:mii~s 
so't:th of the crossing herein c~nsidered.. This': line isuseci .. 

e."'tclusively for freight.. One train crew regUlarlY"perfo~one 
train movement per day in each· direction overthe~' line.:Durl.ng, 

b.a:vest seasons, November 15 to :December 31,. and betWeenMay· .. 20:. 
','-

andJ'UXle20 of each year, there are from one to: four'addi.ti~nai, 
,1-,' 

t:rain movements per day between Ri,yley,. Slythe andFrecta. .. ,· 'Eacli: 
., ,', 

of the said movements is over tbel.ove1d.nBoulevard.cro:ss.:[ng 

herein consideredI' wbich is in Riverside. County •. ' 

2.. !he physical characteristics ,0'£ the Railway and LoveldU:' . 
",' " 

Boulevard,. the illumin.a.tionand pro;teetiou:at s~id; .crOs.siDg.·~'the· 
, , " ",' ". '. 

" r" "r 

number of traiumovements,. pem.itted speed of . tra1nsand·:yeh!c.les,.· ••. 

'. 0" • 
. ,' " " 

• <oj •• ,". -' , 

"". ' 

. , "", 

'.", ,. 

. " 
I,,"" 

,,"'. ; 

, .," . . " '. 
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the estimated number of ,vehicles per day, and' the accident, ,reco:rd,~, 

at said crossing since December 1. 1959'" are as,' followS:,'::, 

1. 
2~ 
3. 
4 .. 
5. 

6 .. 
7. 
8 .. 

9 .. 
10. 

Number of tracks .' 
Approach width, ... 
Angle of cros:sl.ng 
I11':nni nation ...... 
Protective devices 

, .h 

" •• 1 

• • . • • . .. • • '. ,. 1 -", '. 
• • ,e .. '.. .. .. .. .,.' .. 24"fee:t>:,:'", 
.. .. • • .. .. .. ' .. ' ~,. ,.,::S4':d'e~ees"",,' 

• "'. .. • .' .. , .. ' • > • 'None, '. . 1 

.. .. .. .. • .. • • .. .. .. 2 Srandard :No'.' 1 '.5 
'," (reflectorized)' ,', 

l'MlXimum.permitted trainspeed.. .. .. .. .. 20;, MPH,: " " 
Maximum permitted vehicle speed .. ' "," .. 65·'MPR' , 
Number of, trains per day ................ 2 p1us:' required ' 

addedswi tching 
1.710' Estimated daily vehicles over crossing ... 

Tratn-vebic:le accident record, 
December 1. 1959 through· November 30,.,1964: 

Date : 

April 4,.: 1960 

"No,;, !Cil1ed 

0', 
1" 

,No. Injured 

June 26.'196); 
February 23:,'1964 
Uovember'2S,.' 1964 ' 

o 

i'"':,,, 
, ,g"~:": :' .,," 

o '1:,"" 
.,--', 

" 

4 Accidents' 1 .. ~~. " ,., 3_' , .. ' 
" ' 

\1' 
'I:;, 

',. 

3. Tbe visibility at the erossing:t's, ,11m1ted',:tn:three', " ' ' 

quadrants. due to cattle yard pens im:nediatelyadjacent:'to: :said", 

J.A)vekin Boulevard crossing. The pro~ection consis,~s: ~fS~a:ndal:'d 

NO'. 1 cross bucks, reflectorized. 'Ihere:,'were' four accidents" at-
I,: 

the crossing between April 4,' 1960" and' November 2S.~ :.1964~ .. o,f" 

which one was in the daylight hours and three' ,were'.:after'da:t:k.' 
• i !,' ,,' ': 

I' ," 

to three persons. 

, 4. !be, crossing is hazardous to,tra~mnen.,and'the,"~publ.i~' ,,' 

using the crosstng. 

",-,'-, 

. ",. 

, /".' 
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5. The aailway is willing, to ·eoneribute 50' perc'~t: of the. 

cost of insta.llation and· maintenance of automatic' protection. 

devices. !he County of Riverside is unwilling·. to contribute 

to eitber of said costs. 

6. Public hea.lth,. safety) ~d~elfare reCl.uire·~1:,the ..... 
H" I," 

crossing be protected as stated 12i the order herein •. 

7 • The costs of the installation and mai.ntenance-' 0·£ t:~' 

pro-tect:ion should be eharged to the- County'of.:u.verside:ari.d/or,· .' 
'" , " ,." 

'the Railway as specified. in the order herein .. 
• ",. ,< -. 

"i1e conclude that tovcld.1l. Boulevard> crossing (Cl:ossing. . 

No. 2C-44.6) should be proeected by~o,- S1:andardNo~8:fb.sh1ng:: 
• r' '. ' ' 

light signals as set forth in the order bereiU. andithat the. • . . ",' 

costs '0£ installing said flasbing ligbt signals ' .• andtbe .. costs 

of maintalniDg said protective cIeviees should. be eharged:.to:the·· 

Count:y of Ri.versl,eeandlor the' Railway,.. asspec1f:ted.1n.t~ 
" .... 

order herein. 

I,","' 

1. The Atchison). 'Iopelta and Santa F~·l.~lway·Company shall:,. 

wi thin ninety days. after the effective date hereof,. rep-lace ..•. the . 

existing No.1 reflectorized crossing. protection,eevices: at· 

Lovekin Boulevard~ Crossing No. 2C'-44 .• 6,..witb:,,~o'Stan~dNo,. S. 

flashing light signals. 

2~ '!he installation costs for instal11ng:said No\;.S", .,' .... 

flashing light signals shall be apportioned· on the"bas'is' 0.£"50:' Per:; 
',. 

cent to be paid by the Co~ty of a!vers:[de and 50' per cent to· be' 
paid by The Atchisotl)c 'Iopelca &ud Santa Fe Railway.' Company· ... 

.;,: 
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3. The maintenance costs for the two No.' 8:fiashl.ng, :ii~t.· 
signals installed at Crossing ~~o·. 2C-44 .6· shall be:'paid :by :nle' 

Atchison~ Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company., 

The effective date of this order shall' bee.wenty d~Ys.,. 
after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Franci.m ' Califorx1:r.a~ this ...... 7 70 

day of ___ ~MA_R...;.CH~_~, 1965. 
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