Decision No. 68‘732 o f :
BE'FORE THE PUBLIC U'IILI’I’IE’S COMSSION OF THE STA'I.'E OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application ) . . S
of ‘the City of Lopg Beach, a- D T ,
municipal corporation, to: alter ) Appl:i.cation No. 46946 -
crossing No. JA-13.3-C on. \ ' CFiled August 31 196&)
Cherry Avenue in the City of. . : ‘
Long ‘Beach, County of Los Angeles >

State of’ California, in- the

process of widening said - - -

Chexry Avemue, and for the ap- o

poxtionment of costs of said

alteration between the parties.

Leonard Putnam and Phil J. Shafer, by
Phil J. Shafexr, for applicant.

W. 1. Kennedy, Tor the Union Pacific
Railroad, interested party.

John UkleL, for the Commission staff.

OPINION

The City of lLong. Beach (C:.ty) seeks an order of th:ts
Commission authorizing the mdening of Cherry A.venue :l.n the City of |
Long Beach across the single l:‘.ne track of the Union Pacif:.c Railroad
(Railroad) (Crossing No. 3a-13. 3-C) , and the. apport:‘.onmenu_ __"of costs
of the improvement. , , o . RS

A pu‘blic hear:.ng was held in Long Beach before Examiner

Rogexs on Novembexr 10, 1964, evidence was presented and the matter
was su'bmitted. B - ' '

The track involved is used to provide serv:i.ce to a Southern EER |

California Edison Company plant west of Cherry Avenue, in the C:.ty
of Long Beach ‘l'he street is 30 feet in w:.dth and the right of way
is paved with concrete across the track for said width providing

two 15-foot lanes with the pavement extendrng 2 feet beyond the rails
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on either side. Present PrOtection consists of two Standard No. 1 N .

¢cross bucks. The City proposes to- widen the street at the s:Lte of |
the crossing to a total width of 100 feet :anluding sfdewalks and
an 80-foot xoadway cons:.sting of four lz-foot 1anes, two 8-foot
parking lanes, and a 16-£oot pa:.nted median str:’.p.

The City granted the Ra:.lroed the r:.ght to construct
maintain, end operate the here:.u considered single tra.ck industrial o
sw:.tch oY Spur across Cherry Avenue by Ordinance No. c-579 on

\ovember 3, 1926 (Exhibit I). A w:.tness stated thet the present |

average daily vehicle traff:'.c of the crossi.ng :.s 13 000 vehicles and"

that it is pred:.cted in 1974 this traffic w:.ll more thau double to

an estima.ted 30,000 vehicles. Due to- th:.s forecast the :merovements‘-?{-f;ivf,‘ »' :

heretofore referred to axe proposed

"~ The C:.ty has est:.mated that the cost of improving th:.s

crossing a dlstance of 2 feet on each s:l.de of the ra:.ls for the full"*f b

80-~foot width of pav:mg will be. $1 680 which rncludes removing the

em.stmg 30-foot wide pav:.ng and’ the replacement thereof et ‘a cost
of $500. | o .

The Railroad estimated the cost for the improved cross:f.ng |

to be $1,180 which cost contemplates 1eav:£ng the existing pa.vmg :Ln Sl

the Railroad ri’.ght of way in placeJ ‘rhe crossiug w::.l.l requ:[re no S
changemgrade. B " o
A witness for the Railroad testrf:.ed the.t the average
monthly tra.ffic on the Spur is 40 cars and that a typrcal movement
consists of two to three cars. plus the eng:.ne operating at a max:.mum
speed of 15 mph. The traffic is’ entirely for the Southern Cal:.form.a
Edison Company, and consists mainly of telephone poles and cross

arms. ‘Ihere is no record of any. train-veh:.cle acc:Ldent at the
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'rhe parties asreed that the proPosed work should be done.; - '_ A

Thexe are two points of controversy between the City and the Railroad SR

narely, whethex or not the ex:Lsting pavement :Cn the r:.ght of way
across the street should be removed and whether the City should bear

she ent:.re cost ox the costs should be div:'.ded between the C:i.ty and
“he Railroad. | R

A Commission engineer stated that the crossing should be

Protected by foux No. & flash:mg li‘.ght signals whieh :Enclude two
on the proposed median strip and two on’ the sides of the

street. The improving of Cberry Avenue at the crossmg :\.S part of

the City's plan of developing the h:lghway to« handle traff:tc est:.mated o "
for 197A at wh:{.eh time in the City s op:!.nn.on t.‘ne proposed width..iﬁ B IR

E .w:u.'l. be needed

Findings : | L SREE
On the evidence here:.n the Commission fmds that |
1. Cherry Avenue is a pu'bl:.c highway in’ the C:.ty of Long

Beach, State of California. 'I‘h:.s hzghway near the*northern lu.mits ; S

of the City of Long Beach is crossed’ by a s:.ngle la.ne Spur track of;"azy“\_‘ '

the Union Pacific Railroad: which Spur traek presently serves only a"_‘.-‘g_?

Southern California Ed:.son Company plant 1ocated west of Cherry

Avem:.e. _ | . \ R .
2. Chexry Avenue is presently improved at the point sa:.d spur

track crosses to A width of 30 feet and is paved to a po:.nt two

feet outs:.de the raﬂ.s. ‘I.'he Ci’.ty :.ntends to mprove Cherry Avenue

to a w:.dth of 100 feet including sidewalks and ‘an. 80-£oot roadway

consisting of four 12-£oot lanes two 8-£oot parld.ng lanes and al

16-foot pa:.nted med:.an str:[p.‘, :
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3. 'rhe present protection at the crossing consists of two
No. 1 eross bucks. 'rhe volume of traffic on the railroad at the
crossing consists of approximately 40 cars per month broken into S
movements consisting of two 'to three caxrs plus the engine. 'I'he speedfw‘ )

‘of the trains is 15 miles per hour or less.‘ ‘rhe volume of traffic

on Cherry Avenue at the crossing is approximately 13 000 vehicles per;_ .

day and it is. predicted that thia tra.ffic will increase to 30 000
vehicles per day 1o 1974. | _

4. The approximate cost of improving the highway at the L
crossing to two. feet outside of the rails within the 80 foot width
vehicle section is $1 180 ::.f the existing paving remains and $l 680
if the existing peving on the ra.ilroad track portion is replaced. y;, |

5. The Toadvay 1s to be divided with a medfan strip., Public |
safety requixesthat the protection should. conniat of four flashing
light signals with two thexeof situated on the median 8trip and
two thereof on the curb sides. _ o

6. The existing 30-£oot strip of pa.ving, e:..tendi.ng two feet
on either side of the railroad track is adequate and should be left
: "in place. | | | o L L

7. The costs of paving, _rehabilitating and/ ox. repairing the
crossing for the width of 80 feet from curb to curb and two feet

outside the rails pluq the costs of the protection next to the curbs‘

Sh°“1d be borne equally by the Railroad and the City. : All costs 7
of maintenance sb.ould be borne by the Railroad '

conclusion

The Commission concludes that the crossing ShOul d be im- -‘ 3:, R

proved and protected and the costs thereof cha.rged to the parties
as set forth in the ensuing order.\

AR
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I’l‘ IS ORDERED that:

1. Tbe City of Loug Beach is authorized to widen and mpxove LR '

the grade crossing at Cherry Avenue and the Un:.on Pacific Railroad )
(Crossing No. 3A-13.3-C) in the C:I.ty of Long Beach substantially in "
the menner and in accoxdance with the plans flled here:t.n except thatf.j‘“,' 2
the ex:.sting strip of pa.vement 30 feet in Wldth and extend:tng to
two feet on each side of the rails: shall: remain :n.n place._‘ Protectlon
. shall be installed and the costs thereof allocated as 3pecified (
below. ’Ihis authorxty is subj ect to . the £ollowing provisiom'
(2) "“hf' work required to be done at’ said crossing between |
lires two fect ovtside of the ::a-lls except for the plaeing of the
asphalt shall be pexformed by the Railroad company'. 'J.‘he placing of
the aspbalt shall be done by t"ze C:Lty under the supervision of the |
Railxoad. ‘ , B f ', o
() "‘be crossing protection shall be four No. 8 flash:ﬂng
light signals as prescribed by General Order No. 75-3-.. lwo shall
be on the median and two. on the curbs. Backlights may be omi ted
on the signals located on the median. o e
(c) The City of long Beach shall 'bear t'he entire cost |
of placing the pavement for the: w:[dened port:tons of the croasing

P
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between lines two feet outside of raile. ‘I‘he balance of the costs 1\

of the installation, inelud:[ng cost of protection adJ acent to the

curbs, shall be divided equally beWeen the City ancr the Railroad EEE

(d) " The Kailroad shall bear the entire maintenance cost‘;j -
of the final widemed street portion of the crossi‘.ng, including all‘ L
four signals, between lines. two feet outside of the rai:ls. S o
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2. Within thirty days a.fter the completxon of t:he work
hereinabove authorized the City a.nd the Railroad shall each not:i.fy
the Commission in writing. of the eompl:.ance w:.th the condit:r.ons by
hereof. _ o _‘ R

3. Tbhe authority herein granted shall expire :!.f not exe::c:xsed
w:.thm one year unless the time be extended by further oxder of this
Commission. | T EEAEER g

The effeetive date of t:his order shall be t:went:y days s :
after the date hereof | o |

Dat_ed,at_: San Francisco . Ca.lifo:n:r.a., this /0"/'
day of . MARCH 1965. | S
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