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Decision No. g'gggg '

SEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION CF THE STATE OF CALTFORNIA - - [

Application of GREYHOUND LINES, INC., )

WESTERN GREYEOUND lINES’DIVISION for ) - Appl eation No. &6833
a2n oxder authorilzing increases in San ) (Filed 'July 23, 1964-‘
Franciseco Bey Area commutation fares. ) Amended Jannary~25 1965)

Application of Greyhound Lines, Inc.,
Western Greyhound Lines Division, for
an order aathorizing a statewide
increase in intrastate passenger
fares other than commutation fares in
Peninsula, Contra Costa and: Marin
Commutation Services.

 Application No. 46904
(Filed- August 19 1964)

&ﬂV@Stl%&thﬁ into the operations,
rates of fares, practices, routes,
schedules, taxiffs, service, equip-
zent and facilities of Greyhound
Lincs, Inc., Western Greyhound Lines
Division, in the San Francisco Bay
Axea.

Case.No. 8009 -~ .
(Filed September 22, 1964) -

snc':oNb mm’nm oymoN :

By Application No. 46833 Greyhound Lines Inc., Western f!o‘l;"”
Sreyhoumd Lines vaision (Greyhound) seeks to . increase San Franciscozfd7"ri
Zay Area comxutation fares..’ By Application Not 46904 Greyhound p |
secks to increase its California intrastate one-way'and round-trio R
fares. Case No. 8009 is an investigation on the Commission.s own
motion into-the operations, fares and services of Greyhound with _
respect to the aforementioned commutation services. Fifteen days of fﬂ»l'f‘
public hearing ‘bave been held in‘these matters.before Commissioner B
Grover'and Examinex Mallory. - Gt

In Application No. 46833 Greyhound seeks, nmong other

thizgs, to increase its commutation fares-applicable netween San o
Francisco and points in San Mateo and Santa Clara Countiet (Peninsula?ldx‘"'

service)- Greyhound plans to order and plaee-in serviceﬁGO new




4.46833 et al. NB

transit-type buses, of which 40 will be assigned to-Peninsula commu-“'w

1
tation service.” In Case No..8009 the Commission staff has mnde
_ recommendatxons concerning, among other th;ngs, thc service and
operations of Greyhound s Peninsula commutatron servzce.r The staff

urged that the Commission give consideration to whether the new

buses to be~purchased by Greyhound should be air-conditioned ~ Testiwfff

nony concerning_the dcsxrebility of air-conditioninglthe new buses

and thc cost thereof was: offered by Commission staff witnesses and

bY Greyhound' Contral-western Division.vice-president of transporto-fy*fi'vv

tion.

Commission that Greyhound Corporation s board of dIrectors, on
February 25, 1965, authorized the {mmediate purchase o£ 60 new

transit~typc buses without specifying whether or not such buses

At the hearing on Mhrch 3, 1965 Greyhouno 1n£ormed the'fJ- :

should be equzpped with.air-conditioning, that srnce the issuance~o£5ffl ’

Decision No. 68661 (February 25, 1965) Grcyhound has bccn‘in com—
'mmnxcation'wmth Gencral Motors. Corporation, that the lntter company
informed Greyhound that the new buses-can be'obtalned for August
delivery if nonair-conditioned buses of 102-inch.wid~h nrc ordcrcd
or for Jume delivexry if nonair-conditloned buscs of 96-inch.wmdth
are ordered; that Greyhound believes that the 20 new nonair- ;H“' o
- conditioned buses for Marin commute servict shOuld be 102 inch w1dtn':-d

for the comfort and convenience of its passengers, and that if'thc

T Toeaty of the Bew buses will Eé'ass:gned’to "MEELR County'commuta- -

tion service. Decision No. 68661, dated February 25, 1965, in.
these proceedings, discontinued- the portion of Applicatron ‘
No. 46833 sceking increased commutation fares in Marin-Somoma
sexrvice, and discontinued the portion of Case No. 8009 dealin

with rccommendations concerning air-conditloning of new bus equip- o

nment for respondent's Marin commutation servxcc and establishment
of a 90% loading standard for respondent's Marin-Sonowa commuta~
tion service, concurrently with the reduction in Greyhound's

operatlng.costs due to lovered br*dge tolls on the Golden Gate
Bridge. ‘ o
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»

Commrssron 1nd1cates within the next few days that nonair-“y}? pf. |
condirioned buses may be purchased for Peninsula commute service,

: Greyhound can order all 60 new buses in time for June or August
delivery. | | |

Greyhound moved that the Commission issue a further

intexinm oxder SPQCifYﬁnS»Whether the 40 neW‘buses to be ordered forf«fﬁ"ﬁ

Peninsula commute sexvice should be. air—conditioned or nonalr- - a
conditioned. Greyhound represenred that an order will be placed
immediately to ensure August delivery; subgect to cancellation if
20 action is taken by the Commission.within a 10-day period

{In the event an order is not placed in early Mhroh‘ the.next

in which buses could be obtaincd would provide delivery in Decemberf4a;ffﬁﬂf

- 1965.)

The Commission staff made no recommendation that the new~foff'f55

buses be air-conditioned.. However, the staff tcstrmony eoncernrng

tae necessity for air-conditroning,thc new: huses indrcates,that aar-rw.“

conditioning has the. following advantages*v

1. During the summer months. arr-conditioning would
provide a cooler and more pleasant ride.

2. FPorty air-conditioned buses would permit thc entire
Peninsula midday (off-peak) sexvice to be air~-con-'
ditioned, and thereby encourage additional off-peak
patrons who typically pay higher fares than" commuters.‘

On the other hand, the record also shows-

1. The latest model nonarr-conditioued ‘buses. have an
improved ventilating system with draft-free air-
circulatiag at a rate of 1,500 cubic feet per
minute, which rate can be increased if. needed by
adjusting. cowl ventilators over: the.w1ndshae1o- At
the rate of 1,500 cubic feet per minutc eir would
be replaced once every minute. _

Due to Californis Vehicle Code weight restrrctions

on the rear axle, an air-conditiomed bus would have
two seats less (Sl seats versus 53 seats) or & per-._.
cent less than the nonaix-conditioned model, thereby
requiring more buses to handle the same amount. of"

passengers (4% of 40 buses equals 1. 6 buses).gquﬁf_ti;]fxi“‘”
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3. Also due to weight restrictions, an air-conditioned o
bus would have to- be reduced in width.from 102 inches.
to 96 inches; aisles would be 2 iaches narrower and |
each paix of seats would be 2 inches narrower than in -
a nonair-conditioned bus, thus reducing year-round
passenger mobility and seating comfort.

4. Air-conditioning'would be used a maximum of three
montbs per year.

Information deve10ped by the staff indicates.that many
transit cowpanies operating,in similar or wermer climates do not
operate air-conditioned buses, even.where such buses axe Operated

only a portion of the fleet is air—conditioned. A number of transitjs”

conpanies now operating air-conditioned buses do not plan to add to j}ijn

or replace curxrent fleets with air-conditioned buses.‘ The staff

studies fndicate that air conditioningkwill add $4 300 per bus

($194,000 £or 40 buses) to the cost of purchasc of tbe new buses.;“‘p"

Greyhound's-witness estimated that new buses will cost

approxima tely $30, 000 each,if not air-conditioned and will cost an pi

acditional $4,500 pex busvif air-conditioned Greyhound took.tne
position that air-conditioning is not. necessary'inlthe Peninsula _
area. An amendment to Application No. 46833 filed January 25 1964,
seceks an additional increase in farestif such a requirement is '
imposed. The umendment to the application indicates that $2l OOO
adéitional annual expense would be incurred in the acquisition, "
Operation, and maintenance of air-conditioned buses, over buses not
air-conditioncd o S

No representations from the public were made concerning
air-conditioning of new-buses for Peninsula service.y*‘,

The recoxrd concerning the question of. air-conditioning
is complete, elthough hearings‘will continue for the purpose of N
receiving evidence on other issues involvcd in these proceedings.,pp,]i

Even though cross-examination of the comneny k-3 and the staff s
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flnancial exhibits has not been completed it is. clear that the

Peninsula operations are conducted at'a substantial loss and are

being supported by Greyhound s mainlrne operations tbroughout the

state; the only question stlll tovbc resolved in this connect*on

is the exact amount of the loss. d | | R, .
We f£ind that the latest transzt buses: with improvcd venti-ﬂrf?x v;

lation will be satisfactory, especially in ViGW‘Of the reduced seat-dl*'

ing capacity, aisle sPace and individual seattng space of arr-'f” “ |

condxtzoneo vuses, and in v1ew of the hlgher costs of acquiring and.’ t;.

operating’ air-conditioned buses, and that existing.conditrone7°“5‘r»’“b

nrcsently-do not require that the new transmt-type buses 1n .vi |

Greyhound s local Peninsula operations be ai’-condltroned-‘and that |

: ureyhound s 60 new buses for Peninsula and Msrin scrvrce should be |

102 inches in width for the. conveniencc znd safety*of 1ts oassengcrs,fruu'”d
The Commission concludes tha* Greyhound shonld oe orrected'u'

to oxder 60 new nonair-conditioneo transrt—type bu¢93 seating

53 passengers and having 102-inch.w1dth. | S _
In oxder that the new buses may'be ordered and placed mn

operation as soom as poss.ble, the. ordcr herern will be made effec-a‘"'w

tive in ten days.’

SECOND INTERTY. oRDER‘ |

IT IS ORDERED teat ureyhound Lines, Inc., Western reyhounoffff"" Y

Lines Division, shall place orders for 3ixty new transit type buses _;:};iflﬁ
fox earlrest possrble delivery, and that such bnses shall seat not

less than flftY‘ChrGQ passengers and. shall be not less than 102
lnche in width. : - : Ll
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The effective date of this order shalIbetendaysafter PEEIAL

the date hereof. |

Dated at ___Sen Franciss ', California, this

day of » MARCH , 1965.
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DISSENT

.BENNETI William‘M., Commissioner, DisSenting opinion.,.‘f d°""t” .

This belated dissent is filed in protest to the order‘;“,-

which was signed herein. Apparently the affluent society is<notf[ i

so affluent that it can be transported in air-conditioned buses;.5 h

And, considering the long service life of tbe new bus equipment o
to be purchased, this decision whicb was’ really-compolled by they;
previous ordex xelating to Marin County now makes it almost cer-]-‘~

tain that for at least a decade air-conditioning'will not be a .n-"

luxury available torGreyhound commuters. Witb the clear ability .,‘n

at oinimal cost to the commuter and over the 1ife of the property,‘” |

to purchase modexrn air-conditioned buses, today s decision is

erroneous in my judgment. The best was avnilable and it was not'ﬂ.
obtained. Commuters on the Alameda-Contra Costa Rapid Transit
System enjoy the benefits of air-conditioning and it seems only

proper that Greyhound coumaters. sbould have tbe same status.vw

When the long hot days of summer and fall come upon

the Bay Area, the argument against air-conditioning will be smalll:«uv'

comfort to overheated homeward bound commuters.," Ic is

ironic that air-conditioning was not ordered in view of the fact"

tbat Greyhound was encouraged months ago to~modernize its.equip~ffr-‘f? “ ;‘

nent completely and to provide air-conditioning even at the
expense of a modest fare increase. This decision goes.against;f

tbe‘ttend to oxdexr. complete modernization in transPortation

equipment.

San Francisco, Californin
March 17, 1965
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Application of GREYHOUND LINES, INC.,
WESTERN GREYHOUND LINES DIVISION, for

an order authorizing increases in San

Francisco Bay Areca comutat;on faves,

Application of Greyhound Lines, Inc.,

Westexrn Greyhound Lines Division, for

an oxder a.uthor:.z.mg ‘a statewide
increase in intrastate passenger
fares other than commutation fares in
Pem.nsula, Contra Costa and Mara.n ‘
Commutat:zon Serv:.ces.

Invest:.gatn.on into the operations,
rates of fares, practices, routes,
schedules, tariffs, sexvice, equip-
ment and facilities of Greyhound
Lines,. Inc., Western Grevhound Lines
Division, in the San Franca.sco Bay
Area. -

Appl:.cat:x.on No. 46833
(Filed July 23, 1964;°
Amended: Janua.ry 25 1965, ,

Applica.tion~, _NQ:.‘\\: 46904 -
(Filed‘u.j_‘Aizg_ust",1'9_‘,'“__l964-) L

Case No. 8009

(Filea Seotember zz 1964) S

SECOND INTERIM OPINION’ '

COMMISSIONER PETER E, MTCHELL - CONCURRING OPINION :

I ¢oncur in the order. My deczsa.on to approve the order

- was made after a full review of the record and a. personsl inspect_on .

of the types of buses :anolved

The hear:.ng in the Greyhound matters on March 12 1965

reveals the follow:.ng statement by the presa.d:.ng exam:.ner. .

"We adjourned yesterdagy at noon to g':x.ve tl'-e o

Comm.ssn.oners as many as w:.shed to attend

an 0pportun1ty to look at the type of cqu:xp- S

ment that Greyhound would poss:.bly purc:hase. '

¥4

Three Comma.ss:.oners, Counsel f_orv G_reyho\md-‘ g

Lines, Counsel for the Staff, and others,

went to the Alameda—_-contra. Costaﬂ Tranglt

1/ Volume 18, Pnge 1985

2/ Commissioners Holoboff, M::.tchell and Grover. C
Commissioners Bennett and. Gatov were absent -
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District Terminal yesterday and looked at

two types of bus equ:.pment "

My trip was illumed by comp:ehensa.on of the manne" ;m wha.ch o

buses with air conditioning and those w:.th aix c:.rculat:.on equ;pment
were operated 2nd the expe*"n.ence of those present :.n the condtct

thereof. A 3udgment on :.nst:z.nct alone in th:xs pxoceed:x.ng, wn.thont

the actual examnatn.on of the buses :.nvolved can lead to erroneous s ‘

results -

Tberefore, ba..ed upon the supplementatn.on of the record

and the reality of expera.ence, I ha.ve szgned the orde:r. Sy

. A ‘_'-'- . ‘ ..‘_‘j' ) L by ;c u"_,. 3 o : 1' ’ ‘".“'«-v "."v '
P\et"r E. M t e...l “Comissionex

' San Framcisco, _
March 22, 1965




