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Decision No. 68775 
------------------, . . 

'. 

BEFORE 'IRE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE .srATE 'OF ,cAin-oRNIA ' ,: . 

Application of The Atehison~ ) . 
Topeka ane santa Fe. Railway ) 
Company,. a eorporati.on,.' and· ) 
10s Angeles Junction· Railway ) 
Compauy,a co::poration" for ' ) 

! 'Co 

pexmiss10u to operate-' freight. .) 
ears of an overall height 0·£ . ) 

Application No~~46234 ' ..... . 
, , '." 

17 feet over 'certain designated ) 
-routes in . the State of ) 
California.; '. " . ) . 

, . . ...... . .' . ~' 

~the:Ma~ter of;, the Application} . 
0_ UNION PACIFICP.AILROAD ' ) 
COMP'ANY,,.a,corporatio'Q;~ for 7 ) 

permiss10n:to operate freight ) 
ears of/'an' overall. ·height.' of. ) 
17 feet·overcertai.n des.ignated .' ) 
routes in ,the State of . "','. ) 
California. ' ) 

) 

Robert B:. CurtiSS,. for the Atchison,. Tope'ka 
and. santa Fe Railway Compan.y; MarshallW., . 
Vorkink,for Union Pacific 'Railroad Company, 
applicants.. . 

George- W.· 'B<'l11.qrd,. for the Brotherhood of ' 
Railroad Trainmen AFt-eIO; bYnn F:ru1 t ,for 
J. L. E.vans~, Legislat1.ve' Chairman ; Bro,cher
hood of Locomotive F1remen & Enginee?:s, 
protes'tants .. 

Randolph Karr" for t11e Southern Pacific' 
COtllpsny; Donovan P. Anlerson, for the 
Order of Railway Conductors&,Br.akeman, 
interested' parti.es.' 

'reel E. Rogers~ for the- Commissio:'l. sta.ff.: 

OP: I N I 0 !'T ........... -- ........ .-., 

\ '. . 
By Dacis10ns No. 671S2' a~d 'No·. 67183:,. MtedMay'6,'1964,' . ' .. 

.,. l " , , 

the applicantS we:t'e granted an exemptionfrom'~ the proV'isi?:'l.~,oi .: .' 

Subsection 2.5 of' the CommiSSion~ ~. General Order No·. 26-D iri:'~he' ........ . 
" ',; ':-., . ',',: . 

operation of £:t'eight carS kn~wn .as high-cUbe e~sh~':1-uga height',: 

of 17'0" from top of rail to tOPo'f.~ing:'bo~rd .. 'oye,~.?~~rta:fu:·::'.,:, .. i 

, l I' .. :,' :\'/. .'_~', ",' '.'" 

,.~ .. /,~'" 
. ' ...• 

". ·-'l~'.·~ .. '," : : 

. , 
.' ", ,"'.' 



. ,. "" .. 
A. 46234, A~ 46268ied * 

" .. 

::::outes in the State of Cal:tfomia, subJect' to· ce::::tain .conditions,. 

Condition No.9 in each of 'said decisions provide,sthat'the 

authority contained therein shall exp~re Novembe,r 25 ~.·'·1964: ... ', 
Subsequent orders extended the time to March Z.s, 1965;·.. The'State ./ 

Representative of the Brotherhood of R3:L1~oad Trainmen oppos~d' ," 

further extensions and the .matter was' set 'for hearing .. 

The' applications were consolidated and 'heard' b~fore,' 
• . , ' • I 

Examiner Fraser at Los Ang&lesonFebruaryl~;, i9.65:~ .ori::wb.i<:b.'date ....•. ,. 
• ., ...~. I 

they were submitted. 

Subsection 2.5 of General Order 26-Dprovides tb.atovcr-
. '.'. .' 

head clearance must be increased if, freight ears' are used ·..I7b.ieh are 

b.1gb.er than 15 feet 6 ,inches above the rails. !he pUX"poseof ;thi~·:. 
• . ' I " ." 

p::::oceediug is to request an exemption from. the' provisions: of Sub,;" . 
" ., 

"." .,".'.,'\ 

sec~ion 2.5 so freight cars higher the.n IS· feet 6inche$.'.c3nbe,·, 

used without p:oviding additional ove:head cle'~rance .• 

Normal box cars are 15 feet . high and 50-11.2 feet 'lone .• , ' 

'!he high-cube cars are 17 feet 6 inches high, and.85fee.t'long.. 
" . , '. ".,' 

They were. constructed. for the auto iuc;ustry. exel'U.sive'ly:, and"are .. 
".,-.. 

d~'signed with special removable racks to earrY"auto'.Part'g;:from.', the" 

s~a:np mills to the assembly plants~ The Ford :co:n~~y he:ld>a··s~r:tei· . ' ~ . 

of meetings during 19&3 and early 1964w1ththe, rep:e-sentativeso,f' 

a commi:ttee select'Jd by twenty-three ra11road'swho,.we~em~;st .. cO:l.-' ... 

cerne~·.. It was agreed that 430 cars would: be builtby"!brall,'and' 

357 by the ~reenv;'lle Manufacturing Co •. !he 78'1ears,~ouldbe ' 

placed in a' pool located in Buffalo,New York) u~der the,'contr,oll' 

of the Ford Motor Company' so Ford could load' thecarsir.;,Buffal~ 

aud dispatch them anywhere in thecountrywherc·pares:'wc,re~eecied... '" 

Del:f;.veryof the first SO ears was,madein'JUlyof1964: .. ··All:·78:j,·,, 
, . . " . '~, 

,". .. ' '. 

cars have been built and all require some modi£1c:a.t.:ron~'On' .: 
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," .. 
~A. 46234~ A. 46.268 ied ' .. " 

• I ,".'1', 

September 15) 1964 the Interstate Comme'rce Commission' issued:its.· 

order in Docket No. 3[,,398 which requires the removal oftbe:t'UIl%ling; 

boards on the roof of the higll-eube cars~ the lowering;·~,£th~·h~nd. 

brake and certain other minor alterations ::0' provide more' safe't~· 

and convenience' for those who work'on the cars. The railro·ads 

"N'ere anxious to start making the' alteration$,withOut'dela;'.<.Ford ••. , 
~., ,'" : 

Mo'tor Company advised" that the cers ~ereneeded. on :.~"4ailyb~s.is::·· 
• j,' I, J'" \ " • I 

and would have to be altered near t!::te'Forci stamping:·p,!a:nt::·,·in· 
, , . , 

Buffalo" New York, to avo,id any delay ingetting,theea~~: to.where· . 
•• "~H, , • • 

the changes are made. 

cars:' in October of 1964. A month la·terthey:advis'ecithei.could"'-
" . , ,,".'!' '.' 

not do the jo'h-. It was finally' agreed that th~work~ou.lc!';e'dorie 

by the' BU££alo'~ New York plant of Transco,. Inc •. 

Tr.:nsco, Inc. manufactures, ~a:Ll ear parts ,but· is a> '. 

'Px-!vatelyowned corporation 'and has' no. affiliati?tl. wi:Ch,anyrail ... ' 

road. It was first cc'O.taete~ on the high-cube. caX':j ob,'inNovember 
. . . " . . . 

~I C" , 

of 1964 and submitted its f1rst·b:f.d :onDecember9',:1964.. Further·.··· 
, ''''.,' . . " " 

I:lodifica tions. became necessary due to' slight 'changes.: . iii· 'design;,' 
, '", .\ ,,"," '.',"'1 

further bids were submitted and work was: started ontlle'first:.:: 

experimental car . about Ja.nuary 2~., 1965-.. '. ~sp~ct:t~;ns.: wex;e ,.made .. ' 

.: .. ,' 

I ';. ' '. • " • r " ,'; '" ,'~ 

and the fix'st moeified car receivee :t.tsfinal· appr?val'from the·. 

Interstate Commerce Commission. on . F~brUaxy .1$; '1965 ...... ThedeI:ay 
, , ' . . . _, . 't,' ,.',. • ",'." \ ,.'-"j 

resulted: from a 10tJ.g wait'for par~sto make " necesS<lry last· tC;:Lll.ut'~·. 
'l , . " ",.. - I I' • ,: v:. :~,; .~'" '. .' 

changes and for firial I.e.C.. clearance.,' It' ~takes aboue .. 20:i.1.oUr:s,< 
• t , ' • .' "',, 

to complete the work on a single care. A team' 0.£ l5~ .~eri~' wil:l:be:':' 

sufficient to modify. five· cars, a day:.· . 'Ihe'modi~ica·ti.~~;:0£~ .. a~1·.787 
cars should be completed by October '25, 1965<:base~f.~n~·:~::~i\~e~,d:C:y:· 

, " ,. , " ,- ... ', '," 

'Workweek. , ',: I, ", '. i~ ... ' " 
., ," 

c"'., .• ' 

., . ~ . 
II. l 

'0,.","""" 

I;.' 

".'.. " 
,', ,.' 



,. ,-,,'" , " 

, ' , 

, , ' 

A. 46234~ A~ 46263 ied 
" .f 

, '" ~ 

. I" . . ,. 
,,' 
, ..' " - '. .,' -', 

High-cube ears are hauled into California ,every day ":and , 
, ' , 

. , ,"' 

are returned to Buffalo, New York' empty because theycannot"be', 

used. to haul anything but auto parts. Applicants' do.not:re<tu:f.re 
• " , "'. ' ;'," I '",. 

members, of train crews to walk on the top (running bOards) of:box 

car,s while the train is in motion. No one hasevel:" been. inj,ured, 
I .,.' 

on one of" these ears and th1ssafety reco~d':Lndic~tes"that future: ' 

injuries are unlikely during the,i extension of '~1Iile·,re<tU~sted' herein'.' " 

Based upon the evidence the' Comm1ssion-, f:f.nds: t114t d~e,tc>, ' " 

the Shippers insistence it is most practical tohave:" the:'car's ~d:l:-' 
'. ' , .:' 

fied in Buffalo, :New York; a~so that if the' car~'were: ~ve~:rto~ " 

California for the alterations the. applicants would> lose"thebus1ness' 
. '. ' . " , . 

of the shipperwbose special needs promptedtbe' design ,and construc- .. 

tion of the cars. We further .. f1nctthat the timewithlu'wh:[ch 'to':" 

complete the modifications should be extended' t<>O,ctober'2S-~',196S.;" 
j ", "" "." ," ," 

Based on the fUidings herein we conclude that the·appi1cat1ons,'·· 

should be granted~: . " . ,.", '. 
'I," ,,' 

O.RDER ..- - .... -,.-. 

, " I 

,",' 

IT IS ORDERED that the time limit . specified in:. Condition' 

No.9 of DeciSions No. 67182 and No. 67183, dated May 6~"1964'1S:: 

hereby further extended to and including October 2S;1965~, ..... :lna'll,· 

other respects Decisions No. '67182 and No,. 67183,' shall re~1n,::[n:" . 
, , ' 

" :r. 

full force and, ,effect. '. , 

," '" , 

'the effective date of this order shall ,be the·ci4te'hereof'., 

'4' Dated at San F1::mdSCO , California, ,this ,:ts" ..... " 
day of ___ M.;.;A.;..RC_H_~ __ , 1965. 

,,1'-


