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Decisi"n No. 65856 . 4DR~~D;rt~~t... .. . 
BEFORE !HE PUBLIC U'rILlnES COMMISSION OF l'HE'STA.TE OF:' cALIFORNIA" ,', .' 

IDvestigatioD iDtO the safety~ ) 
mal:l)tcDaxlce, operatioD ~ use a:cd ) 
proeeetio:n of the followi:ng ~ 
erossiDg at· grade with theli:ne 
of SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY 10-. the 
CoUXlty of Mereed~ Ca.lifor:n1a: ) 
CrOSSiDg No-. B-143. 9, Shaefer Road. ). 

-------------) 

Harold $ .• Lentz, for Southern Pacific Cotnpany;. 
willard R. Treadwell y for County of Me:ced:" ' 
respoodeDts. ' 

Robert: C... Marks, for the Commissioost~ff.' 

o PIn I,O N' ... ----------

, , 

\ ... 

, ~ r' 

' . 
, ~ ':-: ,"~~.,: .or 

By its order dated.August 18,.1964, the COtcml.SSiOD'inst1;" 

tuted 3D investigation on its own motion into, the ~afe~ ,maintenatlce,. •. 

operation, lJSe alld protection of the erossiog at gracle of the 
'. 

SoutherD Pacific Compatly maiD litle track atld Shaefer -Road':,~des,i,gnatc.(I'· 

CrOS-SiD:; No. B-143.9,. County of Merced. 

A public hearing was he1cLbefore Examioer.·Da1yoll February 
, , " . 

25, 1965, at Merced;) axldthe mat:erwas ~akeDUDder S\lbmi.~Si.OXl~. 
, . . " " " 

Sha.efer Road grade crossi'Dg 1 s located i tI"M~t'ced'Goun.ty: 
) .' . 

adjace:lt to the southeasterly city limits of the CityofAtwat~t'~, ~. 
, ., ' '." 

approximately OXle mile' from the ceDtral busiDess: distri,c:t'o.f;th'at' 
. . 

city. Said crossl.Dgis preseDtlyprot:eceed: w:rthtw~':Reflect«?~ized

StaIldarcl No. 1 crossillg Signs, t,:<:o'RefMaetorizedW47R'aQ.V'~c~w~iD'g. ... 
, . " " 

• I '-," ," 

c ': '~.. _ • "," ,:</" ~,' . " 
A check 'coDducted by the Cotomissio!l s~~ff£or' :he'12';"ho~. 

'. ..",' 

period from 6:00 a.m. to 6~OO p.m., OD Thursday,. Februa't'y 11,1965,> 
;i: 

itldicated 515 vehicles aDd 14 traios. 

iDdicate 7 accidents at the crOSSiDg since .J@uary:· :f~ 19'26~:' 
. , ',' 
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By st1pulati~tl the partiesadopte(\the recommendations oi' 
the staff :as set fo=th in Exhibit l~'Xhe recormnetldat!otls.are' as, 

follows: 

1. Shaefer Roac. gxade crossing be-prov:Lded~:r.:th' automatl:<?" 

protectioD to cOXlsist of two .. StaDclard No. 8 Flashing' Ught Sigruals " 

supplexnctlted with automatic gate arms. 

2. PavemeDt be widened to a minimum of twenty-four feet.,· 

3. Install~tion costs for iXlsta.lling, automa.tid proteet10nbe' . 

apportiotled50 percent t~ be paid~y the COU'rlty -of Merced -3.XlclSO' 
~ . . 

'perCeDt" to· be paid by the Southertl Pacific ComPatlY. 

With respect to the second recommendatio.'o,· ,i tW::i.S further . 

stip'.llated that Southern Pacific Company would,:pay ,forprc})ai1ns 

the subgrade itl the wideDed portion of the crossingaIld the 'COUDty" of: 
" ' ", ., 

Merced would pay the remaitlitlg cost of the wid'e'Oing:. _ -. 

After consideration the CoUmu.SSiOnf1tlds:that'Shaefer Road' .. 
crossiDgshould be upgraded' in ~o'Dfo:cmity with' the,s.tipulatiorl: .of",' 

the parties referred to heretofore. 

IT IS 'ORDERED that: 

1. The Shaefer Road grade crOSSing. of Southern Pacific: 

CotnpaDy (No. B-143.9) 1'0 the County of Merced be further proteetec' 

by the installation of two Statldard No. 8 Flashirig Light Sigoals; 
'~' . 

supplemetlted with automatic: gate arms. Said'crossing ,shall 'be,. " 

wideDed- to, a minimum of twenty-four feet. 

2. '!he acquisitiotl3Dd installation of the: flash:tDg light" 

signals atld automatic gate arms heretofore described'" in ordering: 

paragraph 1 hereof shall be effected by the SoutherD Paci. fie Comp~ny', 
. . 

withi:a six tnonths after the effective date of:this order .. 
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3., 1'b.e cost for iDstallingthe s:LgDalsand automatic gate 

ar.ms set forth in order1Dg paragraph 1 hereof shall be apportioned 

. \" 

OD the basis of 50 percent to be paid by the County of' Merced" aDd' SO 'V:..r/ 
percent to be paid by the Southern Pacific Compat'ly .C", '., 

'. ,,' 
4. The cost of prepar1Dg the subgrade in thewideDed portion 

of the c:ross1mg as provided' for in ordering paragraph" 1 hereof shall, ' 
I 

be paid by the Southerll Pacific' CompaDy aDd the remainiDg eosts o,f , 

the widening shall be paid by the CoWlty of Merced. ' 

. S. lbe CoU1lty of Merced shall bear the eDtire cODstruetion' 

expense aDd maintenance cost of the crossiDg outside of lines two' . 

feet outside of rails. Southertl Pacific Company' sball bear main";' 

tenaDce cost of the crossing between suCh lines. 

6. AllocatioD of maintenance costs for protective' devices at' 1/'" 

the crOSS1Dg is deferred" until further order of tbisCoalmissioD., c,... 

7. Within 1:h1rty days after completion' of the work'pursuant "v'" 

to this order ~ respoDdeDts shall so advise this COImX1!SSiOD :[n' 

writing. 
, , 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 
San FrandIecJ Da.ted 'at-....... ____________ , california, this 

_C_4_ ....... __ d8Y of-:-___ ' A:.:.,:P:..;.R,:.:.:IL:.,--a. ____ , 1965. 

" ,'. 

, CommISSioners 
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DISSENT 

BENNETT ~ William M., Commissioner, D1S.senting Opinion. 

, . 

I dissent. As previous.ly stated in myd1ssent1ng 

opin1on in Applica.tion No. 46864, Decision No'. 6877Tdated 

March 23, 1965,' I would. decide and.not deter. I' know or 
nothing 1n law or 1n respectable practice which: countenances 

a.sys tem of vote abs·tinence.·. 

~ " " 

, 
" 

San:Franc1sco~. california 
April 7, 196$ 
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