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Decision No. 68938 . OI~t1i~t·· ... 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF: CAI.IFORNlA· . 

Investigation !neo the safety~. .) 
maintenance ~ operatioll~ use and ) 
protection 'of the following: ) . 
crossing at grade.w1ththe line) 
of SOUTHERN· PACIFIC COMPANY in") 
the .. County .of Stanislaus, Cali- ) 
fomia: . Crossing No. B-I06,.2~ ) 
Kiernan Avenue. . . . ) , 

Case No •. 798:2 

____________ -!L 

.... 

Harold S. lentz,. for Southern Pacific 
COmpany~ David G:~ Dunford, for the 
County of Stan1s1aus,respondents_ 

Robert C. Marks, for the ,Commission, 
staff • 

o P IN LON - -.-- - ...... --
By its order dated· August 18,. 1964,. the' Cou:m1ss!on 

inst~1:uted an investigation into th~ safety ,use',' maintenance;, 

opera:tion,and protection of the crOSSing at grade of 'the , 

Southc:rn Pacific· Company's. main line t:~ack', .a~' K1ero.anA~enue·, 
• < ',. " '. 

designated' Crossing No. B-10&.2 attbe' T,ownof' saiid3'~. Co~ty" 
~: I,. " 

TI~~ 

of Sti!:dslaus. 
'. 
" 

" A public hearing was held befor~Examine,r Daly on' 

Feb~ry 24~ 1965, at MOdesto'~ Following' ctlestaffprescintatio:,,' 

the matter 'was taken off calendar pending '>,adeterminatiou'bythc:: . 

County of Stanislaus as to whethe:r it wi~hedto make's:naffixmat'ive .'. 
• , ! .• '. 

showing.. The' county has since indicated by letter that: it; is' i'O:: 
. ' ",',.- '," ' 

accord with the recommendations of :the staffand:'tboatitwould: 
.' .". 

'~ " ~ 

have no need for :fo.:ther hearing. 
r . • • 

The.· aiatt~r~ therefore ,.:'1s·'. 
, ... ·.d . 

hereby SUbmitted. 
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Kiernan Avenue is an ,east-west road' which', interSects " 
, , 

1:b.e Southern Pacific main 11x1~ with a crossing at':: gracIe'.H1ghway' ,'" 
I • • , • 

• I •. 

99, which parallels the railroad, intersects Kiernan Ave,",lue ' 

approXimately 125: feet east of the crossing .. , AcceSS,to',::Highway99', 
, "" '"" ',. 

in both the north and' south'directions is prov!ded:,at tb.e±nte~ ... " 
, , • /0. ". • 

section. Division of Highway Planning Program for,the196'S~69:' . ,.', , 

fiscal year calls for upgrad1:Og Highway, 99 'to~reeway, s:tatus'on" 

a new alignment 700 feet ea'sterly:from its present,lo'catioD. .. ' 
. ' .. ". 

Kiernan Avenue will' be closed at a' point 500: feetea.~terlyof 
its present inter:Section with Highway 99'~ It' will.conttC";e,to. ' 

exi~t as a grade croasing to· give-access tC)thearea'wh!c~'~ould:>, 
be encompassed between' 1:b.e- ra11roadand the r~a11gned H1shway':99~ " " ", 

The crossing is presently protected:by·:~o'Stan&f4N()'~,1-

refl~ctorized ':C1:oss1ng. signs; three W;"47 advance warO.1ng:: Si~S-; "", 
~ i ! " , , I' ' 

one overhead s\treet light 150 feet, Soutbwesterly-~ as;well as ' " 
crOSsing stri~e$ and &XR, on pavement on the west app;oach~'1'l4 
Elm Avenue. The maximum. permiss1bletra1:rl speeds are,' 79" m~p:'.h. 

.' .' '~. . . "'",,. 

for passenger trains and 60 m.p;,;h. for f:r:eisht"t:ra.ins~ A traffic -, 
• • '"'." • .,'. .,- f ' 

count taken for a period' of one week from' January 21,.' 1964: to.' ' 
" • ' "'I' ';, " " 

January 27> 1964, i.ndicacecI a daily, average of, 454', vehicles. ,A 
. >' . " • I. 

visual check covering. a 12-bour per1odfrom 6,:00' ,a-.m.;.' to:' 6.';OO:p';,;m.', 

taken on February 4, 1965 indicated'sS9 vellielesand15 ,traiils. 
". '" 

The' crossing. has' bad a historY, of ten' accidents, since 'J'uly,l1939'. _ 

which resulte4 in two deaths' and£our injuries.., 
, , . . . . 

The staff made the follow1ng. recommendations: 

1. Kiernan Avenue grade- eross::tng be provided' with 
. . " 

. " ',' 

automatic protection to consist,-of 1:Wo-Standard, ' 

No-. S. flaShing light signals" supplementect'with.: 

automatic,gate arms. 
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2. Ins,tallation costs, for' installing automa~i~ 

protecti.on be apportionect,50 'percent tO'be' 

paid by County of' Stanislaus' and, 50 percent ,',' 
, ' , 

to be paid by the Southe'X'U PaCific Company. ,< ' 
. . " .'\ 

After consideration the- Commiss:ton finds that, the" Kiemm:l. 

',Avenue grade crossing., Should, be, ,upgraded as'recomme~de<,:,;:by:,the ' 

staff. ~ ",.. 
" . .': ., . 

", I,'." 

o RDE,R, 
..... iIIIIIIt __ .. _, ..... 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. TheK:i.ernan Avenue-grade- crossing of Southern Pacific 

Cempany (3-106.2) in the Co~ty of' Stanislaus be- further ,p~o:tec~~d"" 
by the i'D.stal1a::ion of two Standard, No. 8: flashing light signals" 

supplemented with automatic gate arms. 

2. The acquiSition and construction of the flash1nglight 

signals and automatic gate- arms ,heretofore de-scribed in ordering' 

paragrap~'l 1 hereof shall be effected, by the' Southern'Pacific Company 

within six m.onths after the effective ,date ofth~s order' .. 

3. The, costs for installing, and constructing the automatic , 
",. , " "","','~ , ",' , 

signals and gate arms set forth in ordering paragraph~;:l hereof" 
. . '" ',.. ' 

shall be apportioned on. the basis of fifty percent' to be pa1.ci,by" ~" 

1:he County of': Stanislaus and fifty percent tobe':paid"b;ythe: , 

Southern Pacific Company_Allocation of maintenance' co,sts.:for , 

protective devices at the crOSSing is de:£err~dunt11: £Urtb~r'order ' 
, '" 

of this C9tmnission. 
, "", ' 

,', .' 
,,"'"". '":," 

',' 

, " ' ' '. , q '.' 

" 

".' .,,',,' .... ' 
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4. Within thirty days after: completion of w~rk pUr'S\1ant. to: 
. ,.,', .' 

1:b.e order ~ respondentS shall so advise ". this Commission in:. writing •. 

The effective dat'e of th:ts. order:snall:beb7enty·clays': ' 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at _ .... Sap~_·'P'ra.n= .... cl!! .... 9IYJ ____ ,Californ1a,,,tbis· "ol.o-~···,.day 

of __ ...c;A~P ... RJwL ____ ~ 1965. . 

.~< >",."" .... >' L" 

", , . Commissioners.: 
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