
Decision No. 68952 
",j, 

BEFORE '!BE . PUBLIC UT!I.ITIES COMMISSION OF THE' STATE O~'cAt.IFORNIA 

OWEN .DALE CONKLIN and 
FLORENCE CONKLIN 

Complainants, 

vs. 

Case 'No: 803'8'1.,:: 
i 
" 

.' h " 
I: 

,,". . ~ TEE PACIFIC TELEPHONE. AND 
TElEGRAPHCOMPANY,·a 
corporation, 

" ,',', 

) 
Defendant. . ) 

-----) 
,James R. McGrath, for complainant. 
Lawler, Felix & Hall, by Robert C. 

CoPP£, for defendant. 
Roger Arnebergh, City Attorney, by 

James R. Kline, for the Police 
Department of the City of Los 
Angeles, intervener. 

o P'I-NI ON ......... ---- ... -

,[ . 

Complainants seeI~ restoration of telephone service' a: 

'. .. 
'.If' 

.... :,.~ . 

ll34 North Avenue 45, Los Angeles, CAlifornia.. Interim.zestoration .•.. 

was ordered pending further order. (r>~c!sio~ No. 6811~, ,. dated' 

October 27, 1964). 

Defendant f s answer' alleges that on or about May 7) 1964,' 

it hold reasonable cause· to believe that serVi.ce' to oWen D·. Conklin 

under number 255-9603 was be:i.ngor was to· be used' as:, aninstru-' 
". 

. .' ,.,' " . 

mentality directly 0: indirectly to violate or aid and abet: .viola-

tio~ of law, and therefore defendant' was, required: to .disconnect, 

se=vice pursuant to: the decision' in Re Telepb~ne' Dis~onneet:lon) .. 
,r • . 

. 47 cal. P.U .. C. 853·. 
.. . . ~ 

"II, "',' 

-1-

, "1 



C. 8033 

The matter was hoard' and subtlittedbeforeExamincr.DeWolf>' 

.::It Los Angeles on February 25, 1965. 

Complainants testified, that they OWO, a catering bUs.:i.D.ess' 

and operate nille tru::ks and rely on 'use of' the telephone to :oute··tb.e: 
, . ," ,'( 

trucks a=d secure business 31ld that t..:!lephone service is, essential.' 

Each complainant testified' that he or she ·was ,an:ested,,'!>leadcd 

guilty to rocciv:!.:ls abet, was placed on probation 'for s:tXmonths ' 
~ , . 

conditional upon payment of a~ fine ot $150, sa1d'probation~has'bee~ 

cc:nple'ted as to each, the' fi'DCS ~id) the guilty plea . has;"becn;' set" 
t ' • I ~:" '. 

aSide, a plea of Dot gui.lty entered,. the' ease~ d:tsmissed:,pursu~nt'.t:o', 
• , • • r ( 

~etion l20S.4 of the Penal Code ,and the record expunged. ,Exhibit 

No.1 is a certified. copy of the minutes of the Superior, court::tn 

Case No. 290446. Complainants' further testified. that the:t:;:- teleollonc 
, . .' . 

se:x:vice was disconnected about five months ana caused s'Ub-stantial.', 

fitianeial loss to their busine'ss., 

Complaina'Ots£urtber test:L£iedthat,theyhavegreat'ne~d 

for telephone service, and they will not use, the telephone for any,' . 
, ' ' 

unlawful. pu:rpose~ 
" ", .,.;. 

By letter of :tr!8y.5, 1964., the Chief'of,'.Polfce·ofthe .City< 
. , . '. ", 

of Los, Angeles advised defendant that the telephone under number ' 

CL 5 9603 was beilJg used to· disseminate horse-raciug' :r.nformation~ used 
',' 

:i.n conneceiotl with bookmal<in& in violat:1on:of Penal 'CodeS('ctionS37.-:,. 

end requested disconnection ~!bit 2). 
.' . . . ~ . . .' ' " . 

A police officer testified' that he place& wagers on horse, 

races over complaiIlants." telephone to thecomp13:Ln3nts,;,ae' tl'le·time 

of the arrest: of co~pla~ants he found betting.'markers~tl ~the ' 
, I. .•.•• 

premises, which Mr • Conklin admitted were in': his handwriting;';3nd 

lvirs.Conkli.n admitted to.. him that sbe· had b~en,receivitl~betsfor' 

about a month. 'I'" 

, .,". 
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'tole f1Dd that defendant's action was based' upori:~e~sonable 
Ca'"..J.Se; thc:t complainants' telephone was used in violation, of 

Section 337.1 of the Pe:l.:Jl' Code; that complainants ,have pa1d::filles Bnd .,' 
" 

comple~cd probation; that e::,mplainants were without a telephone' for '. 

abo~~ five mouths and thae they need telephone service toea:rn a' 

liviog :m their business~ 'tole conclude that the tempora~ restor.~lt:ion', . 

of telephone sezvl.ce;sbould be madepemanent. 

IT IS ORDERED that Decision No,. 68113~ dated October' 27, 

1964, 1;empor.:lrily restor-1lg service to comp1<l:!.:l.ants~ ,i's made 'permanent" . 

subjec1; to defendant's,t<lriff provisions and existing appli,cablelaw~ 

T.u.e effective date of· this' order sball be' twcn tY:d.ay~ after,' ' 
, " '> . 

, . ' . , 
tbedate hereof.. ~ 

Dated 3t __ ....:.SAQI,Io:,p .... Fx;m.....aIlllCOew:~o;,;;;9 __ • Califoxn:La.this.' 21- cI<iy 

of ____ A:.;.;,P_R..;..;ll:..-~) 1965. 
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