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. Decision No.. 68999 
! . 

BEFORE l'EE PUBLIC U'In.ITIES· . COMMISSION OF THE Sl'A'IEOF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the CITY OF COS~ ) 
MESA to establish a grade cross- ) 
ing of Gisler Avenue (new) over ) 

"' , . 

zmd across .,:m industrial drill ) 
track of the C~ J. SEGERSTROM ) 

Application,.No~ . 46S16"' .. 

AN]) SONS Industrlal Drill . 'Irack~ ) 
approximately 600 ~fcet east~of' ) 
Harbor,:80ulevard. ) 

,' .. , 

.) 

," 
~" . 

Roy E. June, for the City of Costa Mesa,' 
appIicant.' . 

JohnH. Gordon, for Pacific Electric 
Railway Company, interested party. 

John ? Ukleja, for theCommiss:t.~n· staff. •. 

OPINION ON REHEARING .. ' ." 

The City ef Costa Mesa having-applied fer authority to. 
, '. '1"' -. ..., .' " 

establish a gro'lde cressing at Gisler Avenue across. an, industrial: . 

erill trllck se~s the warehouse and business'of C.'J.' Segerstrom 

and Sons, the Cotx:rnission issued its ex parte order (Dec-isi"on': . 

No. 67993, dated Octo.ber 6,1964) ;;luthorii:tngthe, construction'of, 

the cressing, No. .. oN-40.l4-C, "construction,to. be equal. or superier· . 
... , .. 

::0. Stand.:lrd No.. 2 ef General Ord~r No. 72.. Pretection shall be by. 

two. Standard No.. 8 flashing light signals (General Order ,No.. : 75-3).; 
~ . .' 

Width 0.'£ the cressing shall be 40 feet and' grades ef 'approa~hnot . 
, . ,. i 

g=eater than ~o- ~rce~t. in accordance· with plan, attached: to,· the.: . J' 

application .. " 
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It was further ordered that applicant shall bear all: 
I . • ' 

costs of construction and maintenance cost of the crossing.out-

side of lines two fe.et outside of rails and tbat the )?ac!ficEle:ctric 

Railway Company shall bear tn.'lintenance cost of '. thecrossins 

between such lines. 
)'1. " 

On October 22, 1964,' the City filed·a;.petieionfor 

r~.ng on the groor~es thatthc order requ1rillg. "prote~t1on 
shall be by two St~d~rd l~o. 8 flashins signals"~' is erroneous' 

and unreasonable because vehicular traffic is light, only one . 

train per day is operated, Gisler Avenue·is·ashortdead-end 

street serving a single-family residence area, visibility at 

crossin&. is excellent, and no ac6identc have oc~~d tO i date. 

~e3.riug ~7<lS granted by order issu~d on November' '17,. 1964';'· 

Rehetlrlng wa.::; ~ld at Los Angeles' on' Dcc~r "18,:'. 

1964, before Examiner Chie~. Oral" and documentary: e~idel'lc"e 
having been adduced, the matter was submtted'for . decision., . 

The. City's traffic engineer testified that ehe a~e\i 
north· of Gisler Avenue will not be developed due to' a freeway ,. 

soon to be constructed, which will parallel. Gisler 'Avenu~' on d:e • 
. , . 

north thereby further preventing an increase in the voi~eof. 
t=affic using. said crossing. The City proposeS: to illl?rove.. . 

p:-esent crossing protection by' improving the street, plae~g .. 
. ... ',' . 

proper marking.s: on the rOOldw<l.Y, and installing safety' . lighting. 
• ,I , . , • "" ", 

Said witness was of the opinion that said crossing protection ~. 

would be adeCj,uate .and' safe in view of the litnl: tat ions' to fu:t·ther·., 

deve"l~pment, the fact that no accidents have occ~ed, the':pro~ 
.' "'" 

posed upgrading. of the crossing. prote'etion, .ai:1dthe nominal· .' 

"', ," , 
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t:rain movements. !he evidence furt:her shows that most of the 

drivers res.iding in the area bounded by Harbor: Boulevard> Gisler, 

Avenue> Fairview Avenue and Baker Street> an area approximately' 

one-half mil:e squa.re~ use Baker Street for access' to Harbor 

Boulevard. The City' $ engineer was the only witness. 

!he evidence shows' and we find as follows: 

That the grade cross:tn&.of Gisler'Aven,ie with a drill 

t:rack of the Pacific El~ctric Railway Cornpany'in:tb.e Cityo£ 

Cosu Mesa is situated approximately 500 feet easterly 'of the: 

intersection of Gisler Avenue e!ld Harbor Boulevard and olpproxi

:lately 160 feet westerly of the int:erse.etion of' Gis.ler Avenue 

.:l.nd College Avenue. The tr.:::.cl<s cross at approximately a 

45-degree angle. The street at said crossing is. only partially 

improved and Gisler Avenue dead ends at 'College Avenue. Present 

protection is by two crossinss1gns~ and the str~et is 40. feet 

wide .:It the crossing_ The area in the immediate vicinity. of' 

Gisler Avenue and southerly thereof is residential.·' There is: 

an element.:tty school nearby on College Avenue. A 'recent ,traf£ic 

count shows that approximately 500.~c c3a.ily ;:>':'cc ovor,ehc' cro:ssing", ' 
," .. . . 

Toe railroad operates one train daily, one way in 'eachdireceion,.. , 

at a speed of £ive to' ten miles per hour. 

The Commission concludestbat the pt:blic safety and' 

healthrequiZ'e the installation ~d maintenance of crossing:.,pro

tection as hereinafter provided in the following amenc3edorder~ 

and that the cost of construction and maintenance should''" be bortie "1 

by the City and the Pacific Electric Ra11wayCompany as, setfo~th, 

therein .. 
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ORDER OR REHEARING 

IT IS ORDERED that the order in Decision No: •. 67993',. 

Application No. 46816, dated October 6~ 1964,. be, ,and it. 

hereby is, .iltnended to read as follows: 

City of Costa Mesa is hereby authorized CO ,construct 

Gisler Avenue at grade across an industrial" drill track-in 'the' , 

City of Costa Mesa,.. Orange County~ at the location described. in" 

the application to be identified' AS Crossing No:. ·6N-40.14~C •. ,.;,' 

Applicant shall bear' all costs of construction an,d· : 
• , \r 

maintenance cost' of the crossing. outside of lin~s two' feet: '.' 
. ,. . ,." 

outsidl~ of rails,. and the Pacific Electric' Railway Com~y shall' 

bear mainten.:mce cost of the crossing. beeween such lines·~. 

Width of crossing shall be' 40' feet and ,grades. o'f ' 

approach,not greater than two, per cent in aecordancewith.p,lan 

attached to the application.. Construction at ~he. crosS-iUs., 

shall be equal or superior to Standard No,. 2 ',of' Gener:al'.:Qrder 

No. 72. Protection shall be by two, No.1 crossing signs: 

(reflex reflecting sheet material added)',. General ~der 

t~o. 75-3,. and, in addition the'reto, two lightso,f' at, least 

20,000 ·l'fJmens each .. 

Within thirty days after completion. pursuant. tc>. 

this order, applicant shall sc>advise the· Comndssion in ~i·tins •. , 
. .. 

1'his authorization ~ll expire if not exercised, wl..thiTl ()ue 

" ," 
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, 
year unless time be extended or if above' eond1:tiOD$ are not· 

, "t, 
camp-lied with. Authorization may be revoked, ormodifiedi'f 

public c:onvenienc:e, necessi:tY or safety so require .. 

l'he:effec:tive date of this' order, sha11be twenty days ., 

afte: the date be:e~, 1.·'·.· I . ... ' 
ated at~ ~~. Cill..fonW.. this. Kit!; 

day of --/..t.ft!:.~ ____ -' 1965. 
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