| - Decision No. 689993

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA =~ . i -

Application of the CITY OF COSTA
MESA to establish a grade cross-.
ing of Gisler Avenue (new) over

track of the C. J. SEGERSTROM
AND SONS ‘Industxrial Drill Irack,
approximately 600 fcet east of
Harbor. Boulevard. - -

)
and across on industrial drill 3 A§p11¢ ation No. 46516 ° PR
) ' AT
)
)

Roy E. June, ‘for the City of Costa Mcsa,
applicant.’

John H. Gordon, for Pacific Electric B
Railway Company, interested party. . .

John P, Ukleja, for. thc Commission- staff.-

OPINION ON RBHEARING&T,~

The City of Costa Mesa haVing applicd“for”authority'to o

establish a grade crossmng at Gisler Awenuc acrossvan 1ndustrial

¢rill track scrving_tnc warehousc and business of C. J. chcrstromo; :

and Sons, the Commission 1ssued its ex partc ordcr (Decxslon

No. 67993 dated Octobcr 6, 1964) authorizing tbc constructlon of ‘,o‘t

the crossxng, No. oN-ao 1a-c, construction to be cqual or supcrxor

to Standard No. 2 of Gcne*al Order No. 72. Protcct;on shal; be by

two Standard No. 8 flashlng light signals (Gcneral Order No. 75-39.. |

Width of the crossing shall be 40 feet and" grades of approach not'

greater than two percent. in accordancc w1th plan attached to thc

applzcatxon.
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It was further ordered that applzcant shall bear all

costs of construction and malntenance cost o£ the crossxng out= "

side of lines two feet outsxde of ramls and that thc Paciflc Clcctrmc ‘/Z:

Railway Company shall bear marntenance cost of tbe crossxng
between such lines. | |

On October 22, 1964 the Clty fxled a petxtxon fOr |
rehearing on the grounds that the oxder rcquiring "protcction .
shall be by two S*dnddrd No. 8 fl ashin; sxgnals is erroneous
and unreasonadble because vehlcular traff < is lxghc, only one .
train pex day is operated Gls’er Awenue 1s a short dead-end
street serving 2 srngle-faml Ly resxdence area, v1sszlxty at
crossxng.xs excellent, and no ac*:dent, havo occurred to: datc.\"'
R:hearing'w granted by order isgued on November 17 1964']

Rehearing was held at Los Anwolcs on Dcccmber 18
1964, before Examiner Chiesz. Oral and documentary evmdence
having been adduced, the matter was subm;tted for decxsmon. .

The City's traffic engineer testxfzed that the—area
north of Gisler Awenue will not be developed due to a freeway,
soon to be conmstructed, whmch w1ll parallel stler Avenue on *hef'
north thereby further preventrng_anlxncrease 1n the volume of
traffic us;ng.semd crossino. The Czty proposesAto 1mprove
present crossing protection by zmp ovungethe street, plac;ng
propexr markmngs on the roadway, and Lnstallxng sa‘ecy 1lghting.

- Said witness was of the opmnlon that sald crossxng protectlon
would be adequate and safe in v1ew of the lxmltatxons to- furtherﬂ
development the fac* that no-accrdents‘have occurred the pro-ij'

. posed upgrad;ng of the crossxng protect;on, aﬁd the nomlnal
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train movements. The evidence further shows.that)most of‘thej
drivers residing in the area bounded by Harbor’Boulevard;cCiéler-
A&enue, Fairview Avenue and Baker Street, an erea*epproxiﬁétely*c
one-half mile square, use Beker Street for access: to harbor '
Soulevard. The City's engineer was the only thness.l B
The evidence shows and we fxvd as follOWS‘v‘r ,
That the grade crossing of Gisler Avenue Wlth a drlll
track of the Pacxflc Electric Rarlway Company in the. Cmty of
Costa Mesa is sxtuated approxlmately 500 feet easterly of the \
'xntersectlon of Gisler Avenue and Harbor ootlevard and approxx-'
mately 160 feet westerly of the xntersectxon of Grsler Avenue
and College Avenue. The tracks cross at approxzmately a | ,
45—degree angle. ' The street at said crossing is only partmally
improved and Gisler Avenue dead ends at Col ege Avenue. Presentvr
protection is by two crossxng;signs,- and thc streetAiS-AO fec* o
wide at the crossrng. The area in the 1mmcdiate vzcxnrty of
Gisler Avenue and southerly thereof is resrdentxal. There xs
an elementary school nearby on College Avenue. A recent traf‘mc‘
count shows that approx:mately 500 cars daxly pace ovcr thc cro s1ng_
The railroad operates one traln darly, one: way in- each dlrectlon, d |
at a speed of Zfive to ten mlles per hour.
The Commisoion concludes that the public sarety and
health require the iastallation and maintenance of crossing pro— |
tection as hereinafter provided in the forlowing amended order, o .
and that the cost of constructlon and maintenance oﬂOUld be- bornci7:
by the City and the Paciflc Elcctrzc Railway-Company as set forthj'
therein. - -
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ORDER ON-REHEARING :

IT IS ORDERED that the order in Decisxon No.‘67993
Applxcatxon No. 46816, dated October 6 1964 be and 1t
hereby is, amended to read as follows~‘ _ |

Cm“y of Costa Mesa 1s-hereby authorzzed to construct‘cA

Gisler Avenve at grade across an industrxal dr111 track 1n the[:}

City of Costa Mesa, Orange County, at the locacxon descrxbed in"d
the application to be xcentifxed as Cross;ng No. 6N-40 14 C

Applxcant shall beax all costs of construction*and

maintenance cost of the crossxng,outsxde of 1xnes Cwo feet

outside of rails, and the Pacmfxc Electric Railway Company shallff_l

bear maintenance cost of the crossxng becween such lznes._'
Width of crosszng_shall be 40" feet and grades of |
approach not greater than two per. cent 1n accordance w1th,plan d"\
attached to the applxcatxon. Constructxon at the‘crossﬁng |
shall be equal or superior to Standard No. 3 of General Order
No. 72. Protection shall be by'two Vb. 1 crosscnﬂ signs
(reflex reflcctxng sheet material added), Gene:el_prde:d,
No. 75-3, and, in addition thereto, two lights of at. least
20,000 lumens each. | ' ‘ui‘ ) ”M 
Within thirty days after completzon, pursuant to" o
thls order, applicant shall so advzse the Commissmon 1n writingQ}

This author;zaCLOn shall explre lf noc exercised wmthin one




year unless time be extended or if above'condiiions ‘a.:.-e- ncw»'t"\',- '

N
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified :.f R

public convenimce, necessn.ty or” safety 50 requ:.re.

The reffective date of th:Ls orde:: shall be twenty days
after the date hergof /

/@med at . '/leulmx) Califomia this
day of A




