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- Decision No.

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA ..~ N

KEN PENROSE, ET AL.,
Complainaot,
vs .

“TEE COUNTY WATER COMPANY SOUTE
SUBURBAN SYSTEM, a California
- Coxrpoxration,

Case'Nop”86§8ffi”

Defendant.

arold Ren Penrose, Maurice F. O'Shea and
James W, Lupo, for complainant.
John A. Erickson, for defeandant.
Jexrry J Levander, for the Commission staff.

c.2 I NION-

| Publmc heaxlng.on this complaxnt 'was held before
Examinexr ?atterson on Februa:y 18 1965 in Axtesxa.o Thc matter~T ;
was submitted upon  receipt: of a' 1ato-fx1eo exhibit and 18 now fkf L
ready for decision. | o ,”"‘, : o
The complaxn' sxgned by 124 resxdenta of the C ty ofoo”
Axtesxa who puxpoxted1y~a:e served by defendant alleges,;“,a“ -
substance, that defendant's water system is undersmzed aﬁd needseu.l‘
to be xeplaced; at’ many tzmes the watex pressuze *s ent;rely s
inédequato; the system ‘docs not meet mlnxmum.watcr works stanoards%
neceésary to supply adequate flre protectmon, on occasions the
water is black‘ tuddy and dzstasteful defendant doos not hawc B

‘a valxd health permit- water service to cuscomers has been
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interrupted for long periods without advance notiee;'andjinisone,ix;

instances defendant has refused or unnecessarilyideieyedromeggéQGY”

repairs affecting service to euscomers. ‘ _

Defendant, in 1ts answer, alleged that cond;tlons of
serv;ce had substantlally improved due to effeetlng an inter-
eonnectxon with the Southern. Californ;a Water Company at Norwalx
Boulevard and Hmbbmng Avenue and the installat;on of a new 8i¢nch
wain from this ;ntereonnectxon along Bxbbing.Avenue to'Ely Awenue.”nv?
Defendant admitted that, except £or the new 8-inch main. the | |
remaznder of the systenm is unoersazed Defendant also'admltted .
that it does not possess a Va*ld health permmt. |

Complalnant's allegatzons coneernlng low pressu:e,‘ '
dirty water, interruptions 1nvserv1ce and delay 1n making *epaers
were auply supported by test;mony of approxmmately 12 customers.,

Some customers testified that at times. durlng the—summer months |

pressures were so low that Sufflcxent water could not be»obta;ned |

to flush toilets, and that operatlon of wash;ng machznes and taklng n'f"‘aﬁ
of showers could be underta&en only-zn the early mornlng hours

axound 3:00 or 4:00 a.m. De3p1te the recent connectxon to -

Southern California Water Company made 1n the latter part of - 1964

and the installation of the 8-1nch ma;n on‘ xbb;ng Awenue customers_‘
testified that they were still experlenelng_low pressure proolems.<jei :

With respect to water aveilable for flre proteetion,_'n
a captain of the Los Angeles County Fxre Depa:tment testxfxed as
to fire flow tests made at hydrant loeatlons‘on defendant s system.j"““
The results of these. eests as. shown in Exbib;t 1 ‘lndieate a felrly‘n%”ﬁﬁﬂ

adequate flow of 651 gpm at 20 pounds pSl from,the Hydrant

o -2__”.
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connected to the new 8-:.nch main on Hibb...ng Avenue but the flowy Sl

of 177 gpm and 162 gpm from the hydrants on l92nd Street and

194th Street, rcspectively, are entxrely xnadequate and would

not even qualify as fire hydrants under the fire 1nsurance under-ﬁn
writers cla351f1cation. | i" | ‘

An 1nspector for the City of Artesza testxfxed tha*
defendant performed constructlon and maxntenance jobs on‘the water |
system in a piccemeal fashion and that the excavations and con-f(
structlon materials in the stxeets durrng these periods of long
delays constituted hazards to the publlc He also testzfieo that ,
in at least one instance defendant had performed work;xn tbe |
streets without securing the necessary'permit £rom the Cxty.‘

The Clty manager for the- City~of’Artesxa recommended
that defendant not be allowed to makc any extensxons of hzs
system,untll the present customers are adequately served-'
also prescnted a copy of City of: Artcsxa Ordxnance No. 91,‘
Exhibit 5, whlchewas passed on September 24 1964 as an‘urgency
ordlnance,requlrzng tbat ne new plpelznes, replacements repalrs 'f"

or extens:ons thereof for water servxce or the ins allation of

acy water system be constructed in the Clty thhout a permlt belngf" g

£irst obtained from the City and that sald permit would not be
issued until the plans for the installatlon had been submltted '
to and approved by the Los Angeles County Fire—Department and by
thc Clty of Artesia. | ' : | -

~ According to the record defendant 8" water system

sexves approximately'zso metered customers xn the City-of Artesma.*i"

The watex system 1nclndes two wells equxpped wzth a 7 5 hp«and a -

10 hp pump, resPectlvely, two 1 OOO-gallon pressure tanks and
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a 25 OOO-gallon corrugated storage tank The 7-'block serv::.ce a.rea“ . |

is bounded on the mnorth by O*angethorpe Boulevard on the south
by Flora Vista Drive and 195th Street, on the west by Norwalk :
Boulevard and on the east by Ely Avcnue. Excluding the recently

installed $-inch asbestos cement 1line on Hibbing Avenue, the water“. |

distribution system consists ent:!.rely of 2-1nch steel l:f.nes except

for a 4-inch steel line running from north to south on the rear |

property line of the lots facing on Norwalk Boulevard and a short '

.)

length of 3-inch steel line north of Hibbrng Avenue.p : o
Defendant s president and manager testified as’ to, the

program to eventually replace the eatire water syStem with ma:x.ns

not smaller than 6 inches. A map showing th:.s replacement program, 5

was recerved as late-f:.led Exh:.b:.t 7. Thn.s map and the wrtne*'s s |

testimony indicate that the replacement program cons:.sts of

7 phases, tbe first of wh:t.ch was the installatn.on of the 8-1nch e

. ___‘|, .

main on Hi'bbing Avenue, to be complcted by cxtendrng "
the 8-inch main down Ely Avenue to 195th Street. 'rhe second phase '
w:.ll consist of install:.ng 6 :I.nch lateral ma:’.ns :!.n l92nd Street

and 194th Streef, connecting them with the 8-1nch mam on Ely A.venne

and the existing -a-z.nch steel main xunning from north to south'
near Norwalk Boulevaxd, and serving the lots wh:'.ch face on l92nd

and 194th Streets from the new 6-:.nch mains. 'rhe th:.rd pha.se wrll

consist of making smilar connections and. n.nstall:.ng 6-:|.nch lateral

mains on 191lst and l93rd Streets. 'I‘he fourth phase will cons:.s,t

£ making s:.m:.la.r connections and install:.ng a G-inch lateral

‘main on B:.ngham Street. The fifth phase will consrst of extendn.ng, s
the 8-inch maa.n from Ely Avenue along 195th Street and Flora V:.sta D

Dn‘.ve to Norwalk Boulevard. 'l‘he sixth phase will consist of

~. ‘ Y/
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installing a 6-inch main on Orangethorpe Bouleuerdd'”fbeﬁseventn”“73
phase will cons;st.o- installing ap ‘8~inch’ wain on horwalk Boulevard,f
Tke witness testxfied that the complete replacement |
progrem.would cost in excess of $100, 000 ‘and would necess;tafe
anrcasrng rates' to produce a m;nlmum water brll of . R
$5 00 per customer per month He stated therefore that it would
tke improvements out of earnlngs 2nd allowances for deprec;atlon.,uﬁ
He did not presemnt a defxnite time schedule for the program but |
lndxcated that he would 1ikc to/have phases 1 and 2 completed by
the mzddle of summer this year and that the entlre program,migbﬁ
teke as loug as § years. o .' ‘ j, ff'_ d"wg”“ng-wf7rff1573d *
He also testified as to the resu ts of pressure tests‘h
made on the system the day of the bearlng.k The tests showed statlc
pressures ranging from 40 pounds to 52 pounds psx. | |
A vice presxdent of Southern CalszrnmahWater ;‘j«,
Company testified that subject to approval of thlS Commrssxon,.fl.
his company would undertake to. serve the area “and. wou d be wxlllng
to pay defendant for any facxlitxes used and: useful 1n supplyrng,
water sexvice to ‘the area. S
| Based upon the entire record we fznd that. sj‘pr"ww
1. Defendant's present water system is inadequate to |
provide satisfactory sexvice. to its customers.: | ",{ ‘j ,;fag@p
2. At trmes-water-served by'defendant has contalned |
excessive sediment. | f SR f;“ fl'g "7,hf.‘f‘;“ fﬁﬁ“ fﬁ
3. : Defendant does not possess a valld health permit.
4. Defendant has been dilatory in complet:tng construct:.on
and mamntenance work and in responding to: service calls from 1ts

cus tomers -
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From the forego:.ng findn.ngs we concltrde tbat defendant :, o :

should be ordexed to ma.ke mprovements in its South Suburban weter: \
system, make certain tests, and subm.t reports, to the extent 1n-‘ S

‘\ S

dicated by the follow:.ng order.

IT IS ORDERED that' e

l. . Defendant County Water Company, shell complete phase l

of the main replacement program, consista.ng of extending the S-mch:' O

wain from H:.bb:.ng Avenue a.long Ely Avenue to l95th Street not
later than June 15, 1965 and . .,hall notify the Commiss:.on :f.n
writing within 10 days thereafter. 1 o

2. Defendant shall. complete phase 2 of the man.n replace-» |
ment program, consistmg of J.nstell:mg 6-:.nch ma.:.ns :.n l92nd Street ;
and 194th Street, cross-connect:.ng them w:.th the 8-:I.nch 2 inch
and 4-inch mains and serving lots facn.ng on: 19 nd Street and
194th Street from the new 6- :anh mains, Dot later than August lS
1965, and shall not:.fy the Commission in wr:.t:.ng wn.thin 10 days
thereafter. | T | |

3.  Defendant shall suhmz.t to the Comm:.ssion w:x.thm |
30 cdays after the complet:.on of phase 2, “the results of a pressnre “\
suxvey conducted in accordance with Section II 3 c of General
Ordex No. 103. The survey shall include, but not be limted to, o
pressure charts taken at representative po:x.nts served from each of
the remaining 2-inch lateral mams. : V, i

4. Defendant shall submit to the Commn.ssion with:xn 45 days
after the completn.on of phase 2 a time schedule for the rema:.n:.ng
phases of the main replacement program and shall report the status
of :.nsta.llet:.on of these replacemen_s cach 90 days thereafter until
the replacement program has been completed a

5. Defendant shall submit to the Connn:’.ss:.on a summary- of

-6~




all sexrvice complaxnts received and the dLSpositxon made nhereof |
for a period of six months following completion of phase 2 of the o
main replacement program. Said summary- shall be submitted wzthzn
30 days following the end of the smx-moath pexiod. ‘  |

6. Concurxently with phases 1 and 2 of the main zeplacement -

prograa, defendant shall xnstall facilztxes to perm;t periodic }7

flushang of mains and shall advise the. Comm;ss;on as to the locatlon -

of such facilities when submxttxng the notmfzcation requzred under
ordexxng_paxagzaph 2. . S ‘.[. o

7. Defendant shall furnish to the Commission a copy of 1ts
wate: supply health permit not later than 10 days after 1t is ob-~‘
tanned from the State Department of Publlc Health

The effective date of this order shall be ten days

after the date hereof. .
Los. Angel
Dated-at' ’ o8

day of M»«? , 1965.

, caufbinie;- th’i‘é : / g T

[ _." ! .‘.‘ S oo T .

~Commissioners. - . .|

Commissionor Ws.lliam MT. Bonnou. boing

noccsgarilv ‘absent . aid not: participato

in 'r.he disposi.ts.onror this proceod.tng




