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. 69179 Decision No.. ------------------ ..' 
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3EFORE THE PU3LIC UTILITIES· COMMISSION OF TIm STATE' 'OF 'iCALIFOmrrA 
c ;,;",1 , <', ," " ., 

Investigation into the status~safety,.. ) " 
maintenance~' use and protection or closit;g;. 
of tl"le crossings at grade of the lines of 
the PACIFIC ELECTlUC 'AAILT,1AY COMPAl'lY in Case No, .• 8107 
the City of Industry, County of·Los· .' .. 
Angeles, California~ with Amar Road. and . (FiledJan~ry12;, .196$> 
Temple Avenue; .Crossings l~os .. · ,6T~20.3S-C 
and 6T-20.73-C. 

Randolphl\arr andl-7alt A. Steiger,'. by' 
Walt A. Steiger, for respondent:. . 

Harold W .. l<enneay, County Counsel, by 
Ronald L. Schneider, for the County 
of LOs Angeles, protest3nt~ . 

G. R. l't.itchell, for Brotherhood 0'£ 
L5Comoti ve Engineers; and Robert' G •• 
Beverly, City Attorney,' for tEe City 
of Industry; interested parties,~ ........•. 

Robert C .. Y~rks,· for, the' ,Commission: '. 
staff. '.' '. 

, ... 
, ...... ;'.' 

, " ... 
. ". "~I' 

O.p· I N I.O'N --' - - - ,_ .. -.-,' ...... ' .. 
.-','~ . 

A hearing on theAbove ... entit:ledinvestigationwa;,·held .. :, .. , . 
'. 

be:fore Examiner ROgers. at Los Angeles. on April" 9';' 196~~:::.:~d,'~i:ie·<:"·· 
'. '.' 

matter was submitted. , 'r· 

Att~ehed hel:eto as Appendix:AiS ::":' ma:p,:shoW1ngthe .. 

loeationsof .the crossings under ·investigation>Wtth're·l,at:f.:onco;: ,.' 

the City of Industry (City), the County o£.~s·An8el~~'<CoUn~y), 
. ,. ", .', " ,. 

the line of ra:tlof the Pacific, Electric Ra:tlw.;iy 'Company':'(~ii~~y),: . 
: ,'. • " .,::,,.<','.:\', :'~.,>:"".' .. ".,"" .. :.'::;:" ';:.'::: . ".,:: ':;,<! 

and other cities in the vicinity. Also attacned··:,hereto,·as.'· ..•.. : .'.. .•. 

Appendix B is a -larger scale,.map show:[ngthe,;~~~,·J;~e~~_;it~~~:'.: ' • 
• "", ,,"1.' '", .. 
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, ,. 

'A, ,. 

City and the Co1.mty'atthesites of' theeco:o ero3$:1ngs~i'~ , 
" ",:,' 

Commission transportation engineer made an'in.v~s,ti:gati:on'., 
, " 

Exhibit No. 1 herein ~t~ins h:t~, filldinss thereon. 

The' en8ineer 'stated th.l.tthe: track erosslngg.:are,,:tn;' 
,.',' " '" " " . 

, .~ 

the, Ciey~ but the northeasterly pOrtion 'of the' approach ,at, each. 

crossing is in the County. ~ Each crossing consi~ts of 'one: tra~k 

, ,'" 

-'r, 

',' 

clas:sifiecl as a dtill trackandboth~re ,on the'Rai.:iwiY,·'s.·:sass~~t'·:" 
,', I ' 

:Branch of its San Bernardino Line .. 

!be 'engineer said the' aTea', i.n theViCinityo,£':e3c~":: 
, . ,~' , 

crossing is used'for indU:st~ial~' c:'ommercial~, 'an~re~ide~~!~l::~' ", 
purposes:» and recent development:inthe area'of'.each'cross:ing' , .' " . 

includes new industrial bUtld1ngs;. He:, statedt~t,it, is'expected ,,' 
, . " " . . 

.. , "." 

that additional buildings will be', constructeet' i.n:';the:'remai.rlixlg, '. 
, I. • ',: ," '" 'j.",. 

unimproved area. He said there is 'a 'school appr~~ateiy' t:Wo~' ' 
.. ,' .. 

tenths mile easterly of the Temple Avenue crossirig. and,also'a'.' 

school approximately ,two~tenths mile·easterlyofth~:"Amar.RC,ad":> 
, ~ " " " '". ..' 

',:' I' '" 

crossing. 
, , ' I 

The' physical characteristics~ existing pr~'tection" tr,a£fie~ 
and traffic accident records ,ae the twocros~1~S:l~er~ de$c:ribe~:"" 

. "~ ,''', . , ,'. " 

1?y the engineer as follows: 
. ,,' 

k:MJ:r Road (Crossing Net. 6T-20:~38-Ct';:' 

Number of'Tracks: ': {Drill,'Ti~Ck 
Width of'Crossing;: ' 52' feet."" ," 
Width of ' ,Approaches:: 52:'feeti :easterJ:y, ";,,, 

80' feet~'Westerly' , ' 
" , '>, ", , 

, " 
Note: The City 'plans to widen ',the 'southerly 

28-foot por,tion 'of the street across, 
the Railway's right of way'and'easterly' 
thereof,a£terpermanent improvements , 
are completed on the remaining' unde .. , , ' 
veloped property along. this section " 
o £ the street. The proposed" width 
is to' be 80 ,fee't between curbs..'" " 

, .,; ""1' 
• 'I, ' 

" 11, 

,'" , 
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. , ',. ""., ... " 

. '." 

., ,"- •. 1 

.",' 

',"" 
'.' ",'" 

Type of Crossing and . Approache&: .' 
Grade of Approach: . '. 
.Angle' of Crossing:' . 
View Conditions of Track at point 

lQO feet distant from cent~· 
line drill . track~, by quadrants:: 

l~ - 48: feet 

;,-.. 

. . ;Asph~lt ... : 
:'2' per:'ce'O.t,.:., 

90 . degrees," 

SE - 438 feet . 
~lVI - 1,.000 feet STt1" - . 76· feet' 

Present C:'ossing. Protecti.on·: 

2 Standard No. 1 C'rossing signs,' (reflectorlzed) . 
2 Reflectorized advance warning signs' '.' , . '. '. 

R.XR. .md' clearance lines pa1n.ted on. pavement 

Authorized Speed' Limit: ", I 

Freight; Trains, 
Motor Vehicles 

-20" 1't.iPR 
-. l$XPH· ... 

Traffic: Vehicles'·· 
Trs.iD.s, Freight " 

- . ··10,;.sa3;perday:', • 
4. moyements':plus' .. 
switching. ,daily,.';' 

School buses daily - 12' (6: .. 1oaded,.. 6'tD.').load~d);;' .... , 
• • '," , •• 1' - , 

"/,,::' ':'" .::. ~",> t"_' .• ", 

Accident Record since January 1:. i960::No"acc:Ldents 
. . "" " reported'~. .' 

.' ., ~ • .,: p ., \. .'" .... ," it '<~', I" 

, 'I' 
. Temple Avenue (Crossi.ng No .. ,6T-20';'7'3-C~1~ .' 

• I~" 

Number of .Tracks: .' 
Width' of Crossing:' 
'Hidth of Approacbes: 

l' Drili:."Tradk'· 
. 3Zfeet::»:; . ',~:;:, , 
. 24,'feeti,:"o:. it:,' . 

. ". .', ... ~ ,,-1---:1, -,' 

Note:' The' City. plans to widen thecro~sing.'.'···. 
and the :wes.terlyapproach. to-·44;'feet. 
The County 'and the . City . have no,p,laris· .. ' 
at this· time to widen the 'street on. 
the easterly side of ,thecro,ss:tng .. 

Type of Crossing. and Approaches: 
Grade of .Approach: -' .' 
Ang.le of Crossing: .' , 
View Conditions of Trac!<; at point 

100 feet distant from center' . 
line' drill track~ by,:qu.adrants,: 

132,: feet 
1 ~ 000:, fee.t· 

SE 
5"7> 

, . . . 

• : Asphalt'~:,' . 
". 2' per:; cent " 
··90 degrees: . 

7S'feet' 
176. "£ec't : 

': .. ' ...•. 
I".', .. ,,,.:_ 

.,' , 
,; j.' 

\ ' .. 
!.," .' 

,':, ,'< '. 
", I .. ,,' ;,'.,. 
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. ':::, .' , 

. " " 
" ",- " 

Present CrossiU6 Proeect!on:, 

2 Standaxd No." 1 crossing, signs (ref1eetorized) 
2 Reflectorized ad~'ance warning. signs,: ' " ' 

RXR and clearanCE! lines, painted on, "pavement , 

Authorized Speed Limit: 

Traffic: 

Fre1ghtTiai.n.s 
Motor Vehicles 

.j •••• 

,: .. \ , 

Vehicles" ' 
Trains, Freight 

20 ~lPH' 
,l,SMPH 

- ' 5,,028::, per" .day" ", '" 
4 ,movements>p,lus 
switchins' daily:: ' 

School'buses dai.ly, - 4 (2 'loaded, 2:~{o~d~d):', ': " ,. 
, ,," 

".-', r 

Accident Record's1r1ce"'January 1, '1966::.'< 

Daee Noniber Killed ' -
o 

.J ": I" 

N1.nnber,,·· InJured: 
.\ .. 

,',"" . 0.:>' 

vol\1me and character of vehicular eraffic ateach·of:ehe':;ewo:,," 

crossings, the train traffic and tberestrieeed"·v1sib:LlttY,:eb.ere' 
> .! "'. 

is a need fo~ automatic crossing protection ateacher~S$.l:~g~',:He:' ,,' 

recommended that at each crossing·two Standa.rdNO~'S:'flash!ng.l:rght " 
. ) " ..,,' " ",' , 

signals, supplemented 'With, automaticcro~ing gates~,be:.~~taiIcd,~-: 

'!he Railway agreed with' the en6ineer··s:re~ottmlencra:tion.: ~' 

It is willing to, bear 50 per cent of' the cost-Of:;·:Ln.s~~liati6n-o:~ ,,' 
!.' , ~ .. -, 

such protcction~ bue' made no reeolllmesldae:!on: :.Qsto.·the:.~d::l.vi:sion:<: 

of maintenance costs. 

\ ", " 

The witness for the Railway stated th.ll~'th~'raii,:.traff:[c;,'· 
consists of two round, trips daily; that the cost, of :ins.t~tling': ~d' 

._ ' , ".:'" " I 

No. 8 flashing light s1gn.als~ augmentedwith-31:ttomatie, gates>,"~::1d::';~'::' 
" ' ' , '",. _". " I ','" • 

.', , :",.,," , 
• r·'·, -'I 

.. <'>," '"I': 

','." , ' .. ·.'t 

"" ,::: 
.. :" oj"'. '" I 

"",' " 
, , .' ~ '. ,'. 

• • • I 

-,'.,', 

-4 .. · 



i"," ," I, 

,' .... , 
I' 

," 

... :. 

l-'...arquardt predietors~ is approximately $l9',6SO"at,each c~ossiUg;> 
" ' . ,'., 

and that the annual ma::'utenance cost ofsigrials'and" gat'~s"ate'aeh':, 

crossing would be approximately' $896-.. ' " 

, ' 
" 

The City, through its witness~ stated::'that: it is willing.. , 

~o pay 25 per cent of the costs·of,the1rist3:ii:a.tion'oftb.e,:b.npr~v~d 

crossing protection .as recommended: bytheeng:[neer'~ 
, .'," 

The County presenced no evidence."' It:'argued',.' howe;er;": 

that inasmuch as no portion of the right: of way,i:'s'3ctUallyin"the 
""}' ',"" I , , " , ." 

County of los Angeles, no por,tion of the costs, ofanyp~ote'ct:ion. ." 
, ",J ,,' ," '.r .. " ' 

should be allocated to the County ~d: that the- RAilway .axid~"the:'c:i,ey,~; 
.; , ,..",' \ ' " . 

,,' • ,\ •• ",<, 

should bear the entire costs ,thereof. ' 

Findings 

The Commission finds . that: 

1. knar :Road. <l1ld Temple Avenae are ,publi.c-, highways " ':tn:, the' 

City of Industry,.' los Angeles County > California~ '" 'The, aassett 
, . ,x • , .• 

3ranch of ltlilway's San BernardiUo'Linc e~tends, acr()ss'Amar'Road, 

'\; r, 

(Crossing No. 6T-20.3S-C)and Temple Avenue' (Crossing:No .. ,~6T~20'.:73-C)~:'.·" ' 
" ' " .' , " .. ' I I, 

.. \ ~ ,.' 

at locations where the County of Los, .Angeles1n. '~ach .. ilistSnce'ablltS •. ' 

the eastern edge of Railway's right' of way a.nd""th~cent~:'~f!~'~~b.,"\' 
, " . • '.j,' " ", ,,'." , 

such street is the southern bomldary o£asect:[on,of·'~~:>CoUo.ty':'" ," 

line. 

2. The traffic on the Rai.l~ay consists of a, mir1i~.o£."'~o' ' 

ro~d trips per day at each crOSSing, the author:L~ed .. ra~i~ayspeed" 
" • \, < ,"'" "'" '1", ,.'; ",' '." .. ,' 

at each crossing is 20 miles, per hour and.,the'legal' higbwaytra~f!c: . 
, ,I • , ,,'.', "''''::'''''\t'c', :,!,,-::,,~,:,,;,,\<,::,:,j~'.~r,-_ ","" 

speed at each crossing is., 15 miles per hour. ' ,App~oximately:lO:,..sa:3;,_" , 

vehicles of all types; plus six loaded, and sixunl~~ded:.~ho~i,·· ';", ' 

buses, usetbe hnAr.Road crossing dailY~"APpi~x:r.~te~i;"'s;~:i~i!::<~" "':", 
":,'.',' 

".\ 

, ~'" - " .. c 



• "1" 

..•.... ' 

" ". ,';. ' 

" , 
, . , 

.. ', 

.. " .,' '" 

'" 
, , ' 

.' ." 

, '.. " ,.\" ,,'"' 

'vehicles of all types, plus. two loaded' and: two unloaded sCb.Ool' , ' 

buses, use the Temple Avenueerossing. da1ly.'Ihere"i:Snc>;%'ecor,~: 

of any accident at Amar Road and 'there is' a:<record"~'f>,one··aec:r.dent', ' 
" " .,,', '"", " , 

J ". I 1, " 

in J~e~ 1964, in which there wel:e'no inj'urles-' ~r deaths'" 'at<th~, 
( ", . " " 

<.' ' 

3. Each of said' crossings.' is., p~otected~wi.,~h,twO,Standard 
. ',," 

:', 'I '" 

No • .' 1 crossing signs' (re£lectorized) > • b10 rcilec~oX"".4z'cd· .odv~nce" '.' 
, " J 

, "I ' 

4. The approximate cost ofproeec'ting'eaehof suchcro~sillgS', 

with two No. 8 flashing light signals,. augmented'with:' automati'c",,\ 

8at~sand Ykttquardt predictors" is '$l9,,650,~ ~~'~he'anU~{'Signai ,: ,,' ' 
" ..., ' 

maintenance and repla.cement', costs will be: appro~te'lY~ $S96~.:' "',,, 

5. The Railway and the CitydeSir~ thatthe:prC>tec,t:t~ri; as 
, , ",,' . " 

.~, ' 

referred toinFiUding.No.4~ be:i1lstalledin.?lace'of,:.thee~sting:,' 
, , " ',,.' I" " ' 

protection;' the Railway i's willing., to pay:'so~~'{'~ent:(')f\heco;~::: 
. ,', 

I ," ", ",'" I .•. ," ,'.' 

of installation and' the City'i's Willinit<>pay'ZS>per'cent,;ehere~f.:' , . 

Tbe County is unwilling to ' coniribut:e: d;::mY~~~~iO~~:~fth~'eo'~t::;::,~f."~ , 
" ' ' '. ,"". ,'.' .. '" 'I, '- ,'., 

installation. 
,. " : • c ' 

,'q" , 

\ " , .~, . 
'" ,.,;',' 

6. Visibility at each of the cross:Lngs-:":Ls:':reserictad"ancl::,, '. 

tl:le Cl:,:ossings' as pro tected are each b.azardo~s 'to"tl:airmie~:ahd~'" 
public' using, such crossings. 

. " ',' "" "" 

>,'., :.' 

7. !be' recommendati~n' of thestaf£ engineer, that:'.'each? cro~s..:~" 
.': :; \: ~.' ' ~ , '" " ~ , : ,' .... ' ,,',.' , " .j ~'" '" ••. :\" .' '., , < 

ing be protected with two: 'Standard No;,., ,8"fla:sh!nSli8ht"~iSna.ls~> ,,' 

supplemented with automatic crossing: gates. 'isr~aso~J:).l~/"and:''-, 
"',"( •• -' -,'" J 

should:be'adopted. 
" , . ",;', ',',,'. " 

s. The cost of installation ofthe'~ignal:prot:ection,sll'ould' ' 

be borne 50 per' cent by ti~eRai1way~ '37-1/2pei,'cen't':l)it~~:"Ci~;,'<:, ",,' 

and 12-1/2 percent' byth~,Cotmty~ " '. ::,;:j~/~<" 
'" 

,"'" 

'. ' 

" '" ":' , 

" ,.'. ,> I" ,'" 
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"" 

':'.,'" 
" F."," 

.,,';,., 

9. Allocation of ,the cost ofmaintairiingpro,tect'i"c,devices" " 

at the two cross1ngsherein should 'be deferred, until further " 
• < ~ , 

Commission decision. ' 
", ,: 

Conclusion 

'I'heCommission conclude~that' the-crossings herein :' 

involved should be protected a; set forth, inthe'en~ui1l8'order; 

, ,'" 

that the cost of installation thereof,' should ,be: apPort16ned,'as-set , •. ' ' 
forth in the ensuing' order; and that "the aliocation,~{maintenance,," 

, "\, -,' .' ," 

costs of such protection sbould be deferred .. :: - ' 

.' . ' 

Q,R,D'E'R" - -,-,,-.-
, ,', " 

IT IS ORDERED that :-' ' 

',1,1' '.,,' .,' 

" "I' 

<", " 
, , 

"' .. ," 
1. The Pacific Electric Ra:i.1way -Companyshal1~.wi,thin 'one,' " 

t'," ,',,<_,. 

reflectorized crossing protective', devices' at 'Temple':'Avenue" 
" I, ,"'" 

(Crossing No. 6T-20,.73-C), with two Standard>No:;, g,'ftashing,light,,' "" 
, . . '. "'" . . . 

signals, sUppl~ented wi~b: automatic' crossi~ggates'~,,~a:t':each~ross~,' 
2. The costs for installing; said" No~ 8- '~ashing:'light,'~ 

Signals. supplemented with automatic crossing, gate~,. ,shall be, 
... " < " ,.f '. ," , .' ",'. ,"" ~,~> "J';;::', <; J~ "":" ,''', "J'.,.,~'"'' ," . 

apportioned on the basis of SOper cent: to be paidj:'by:,the, Pacific· ' 

Electric Railway Company;" 37 -1/2 percent'to~ ~d<b~S~he.!:&.t;~, ',:' 
• - ~. • ,", • ' • ~,I' '; , • ... .., ,",:! " ., .. \ ~',- )':' ,,' 'I~" • 

of Industry" and 12-1/2 per cent to: be paid :bY';"the:,·Co~ty:of::'. ' ," '",', ,I 

Los Axlgeles. -"I ,:,',,, 

3. Allocation of maintenaneecosts:' for, ,"said:pr()tece~~e" " 

devices at each of said,crossings is deferr~d'~t:tl:~fUither'order 
of this, CommisSion. '" , . '" 

"' I:"'''''~'\'''.:'J'~-,_ . •. ...-.. 
'.",' 

.'," ' 

" 

, ",,:. 

'," 

" " 

, ",~. 
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... "".. . , ~" 

'I. " 

4. Within thirty daysaftereomplet1onof theworkherein-'; ':;-
', .. '- , , 

above authorized, the Pacific Electric Rai1wayCompany"shal1:not:£fy 
-", 

. ., ' , . '. 

the Commission in writing of the comp1:£ance~th;>:the conditions •. ::" 
hereof. . . . 

\ ~ " . 

'Xhe effect·ivedate of 'thiS.· order -Shall:'be', tWenty:.dayS::'> ,'-. 
, , ' ••.••• '.' " ",' ,I 

after the date hereof. ".~. ," 
~:I', .. 

I:', ',I' 

,'> 

Dated· 'at Sp.n Franciseo . , California, th1s/5-1-----ag:;;;...:;,-.;;;;;;.;:;;;:;=--- .'" 
day of ____ .... I",.IlN~E~ ___ , 1965.' 
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