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3EFORE !HE PUBLIC UTILITIES, COMMISSION OF . 'lllE STATE' OF,: ,CAI.;IFOR.NIX:· , . 

Investigation intO' the status, safety, } 
maintenance, use and protection. or clos.ing,·) 

. , ~' 

of the crossing at grade' of the lines of ) case No;.SlOS ' 
the SOt1'l.'EtE&.~ PACIFIC COMPANY'in- ,tbe,City, ) (Filed' January '12, '1965) 
of Braw, ley, 'california, with "Kr~; Street;u' , 
Crossing No. • .'~-686.7. ," , :', ' ,',', " 

, " ' " ' \' /t' , 

l ,// 
,/l' , . ~ d ' 

Randolph Karr landW'alt A. Steiger', by', 
Walt A. Ste~g~r 1f for Southern Pacific 
COmpany, a1:I .- :,seph Schmitt,£or' the 
City of Braw;rey, respondents., 

Robert C. Marks, 'for the Commission 
staff., 

o P In I O'N 
-.- .- .... - - ~ ~. 

, . ,.~''',. ' 

. . ' .•... 

• ', ,'1". 

",' .:" 
and the matter was submitted. . ',' , , 

The investigation concerns 'the crossing. at:,"srad~~.of"· , 
f .,,<.,' 

K Street (Crossing No. BN .. 686.7), by, one:'mainand~o:'ldri:if\"tracks, : " ',' 
• , ". j .'. ' :", .," ,,'I' 

of the Southern: Pacific C~any "(Railway) ,in theC1tY'o:~""'BraW'iey:" 

(City). The investigation was to 'determfc.e·.: amon&:oth'et:'things:~' • 
'whether or not public heal~h,' safe~' an~ ~elfar~,"req~~~."i:h~'~." ;, ",,:' ,. 

i. '" ' •• 

installation and ma~t~ceo£ additional.' or impr~ved:;'protective 
•. " ,. " . ' '. . ". .J. ~" " ',': I 

devices ,at said.crossing.or wnetheror not public heal:th;~""'#f-a~" 

alteratio~:~ of said, cr.ossing;. ,.' 
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The crossing involvedisone.offive.·:Ln'\'.the:c1fy) 'the:" 
:,;. I'·· " .... 

nearest adjac'ent crossings are at;'l',aian Street"whlch . is,approxi;'':: . 

mately one-fourth of a mile south, and at G'StreetJ>:~ppr~ximat~lf " 

three-eighths of a mile north. 'I'he 2:'aiI li~e 1n~Ol~ed"~~'~ii~~'" :';' ..... . 
, .:. ,. I.' ,.' " "'" 

way's Calexico 3ranch. .tbetraffi.c is ~as'~~al, .. ,an(fmost:::movem~hts' : 

are between 9 p.m.·' and 6 a..m.. The area' ill" the:vicini.ty"O:f'the~·:, . 
:' . "" ~:",,' •• J ".' .':' I":" ''''':'. :':'.,.,~:'-;,'~'. ':".''',',.'-.', " ',",' ','" .'.~' 

crossing is used '·for industrial purposes',and:::the:area::'to:~,the:I'east . 
> '. " - ,,~ ,I" ,,, .',' 

and west thereof \ is. residential. 
I~ 

,"" 
.:/ ) ,':' ~." ; . 

II. .. 
:rbe ph,sical characteristics, protec:ti0l?-, traf£1c~,',iand': '.' 

accident records lat the crossing: are' as' ·'follow~:.,;;· '. 
: ,", '. .. ... 

K Sereet (Crossing. No. ·BN..;6U .. 7)' . 
J,;, , 

Number of Tracks: 
Width of Cro~iDg:' 

1 Mdti ",Track~, ,,2', I>~fll ";Tracks': , 
Nain> Track:·~'~cl', ~esterl:y, .,'.'., 

. Dr:ll:l~' Track:';""SOi'fe'e:t;"! "; ......... ' .. . 
", ',,_ ': ' " '·jl. ":~" " .. J,; '," '<"I):"'~·.r.,.,-,<,'.~, -:,":>''- ~'.':;;, J.<~(::;,~,:I:~~,:, :,..,. :':;"',' ~:: "/,,: 

_', . 

, Easterly:;Drill,,'Irack',:and:>:,:;" 
Balance, 'of 'Cros~g';:',-: ',20':"feet" ." 

.. 

The Railway presently plans ': to.'reha~ilita~~: : , . 
the easterly. drill' track . cros.sirig~ and>,~den· .. 
to 50 feet.,' The City des'ires to-,Wi:den the, " '.' 
balance of the crossing .. to' 50 feet,., ", "', '. 

',.,',1' .'.' ", .• 

Note: 

Width of Approaches: 
", " I . ,. " "-""."'1":' :,,:.', < \ :_.>-.,.".',. :.1 .,-'," ",," ." 

'5~;" ,feet we$~:;:ofiCl:os:s1ng': ... · ' . 
. 56 £eet~east::of:.crossi.ng'.:; " 

• '.. J .,'"\ \." • 

Type of Crossixlg and Approaches:; .' . , " . ',';: .,' .,"'> .'., '. 

Main Track: and ·T;1esterly:,DrfllTrack:·Creos6;ted·:}:t~e%-.·,' 
Easterly Drill Trac:k: .. ' ..' "" . Asphal:.t,-, . ,,;' ,''''' ..... , 
Area . Between ,Tracks.:: ' . .. Conere'te " , 
Approaches:' ., " "Aspnal~t:'::":::<'::'J: 

, .' . __ >"'" " _.:. " ,. < •• ~ .~ '~<~\~';;~:.;:.~:~,:,,~l~r:i<,Y':' -:.~' ,~,:' ::>', ,j, j 

Grade of Approac:h': From. east, :5%~::'ascend!ng' ,', ' ' 
. ... From,'west 47.·:',:ascerid:lng,' ',' 

~eOf-'CrO~ing: '. "7;5,~eg;;~~s,";;:,:~\>,;}Y} ':> 
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, . '," . , '. ".~ ';' .: ". \. . .., i:~ ,~'.," I' ~-'''"L .' ::',: . 
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View Conditions of 'Irackatpoint 100: feet"'d:t&tane, ,'. 
from center line near drill~by,qua.drants:" 

Drill Track (near side) 
Y..a.in Track 
Drill Track (far side) ,> 

Present· Crossing, Protection: 

NE" NW 
~" . -...-.' 

44,' 
7&" . 

116;'" 

, ... 
. ~,.:, sw -

2 Standard No.. 1 crossing signs (reflectorized)" 
2 Reflectorized· advanc:e':warning. signs ,'.' 

l' l'J£rcUry','vaPor'>~liSnt~:, . 

·,Fr~~~·:,,~.Ira~~ .. ,.5.:~·2~:.,.~ ••. ' 
Illumination: 

Authorized '" . Speed . Limits: 

,1'" 

.. ' , 

z..iotor~Veh!cles:,· ~" '.zs.:>MPH; 

Vehicles . ~ 2;4;2,;e~.' day::" ','" .: ,," ',.,'" , Traffic:. 

. " ' 

Trains,. ,Freight., - 10 movements'" '(peak' season) 
, 6, movemen't's~ (off: season).· :, ' 
plus,; sWi.ich!ng,:,ctally' ' 

• . • I'. . • ~. , :', :: .'. " .•• :': • c . ~ :- .. -, ,,:'" .. ,',' , "\', " " 

Accident Record since .Januaryl,. 1960,':.' 
Date -

5-20-62, 
1~11~63' 

Number Killed. 

o 
O· 

.. . ,". , 

Number < Inj:ured , 

., l' ' 
'0' "','; 
'. '. 

'. ,."', 

The staff transportation engineer who~ inve$'tigat~c1"th'e' 
~ . . "" ," . \,,' ';' 

crossing concluded that based on thevo'lume and,chclra~tef'of,.<', . 

vehicular traffic l"' train traffic ~ restricted . Vl.Sibi.i:tty :an:~:",~~Ci~ .... 
'. ,. ( .... 

dent record, there is a need' for,' automatic protection. ' He· r.ceom. .... '. . . 
..... , , ':.' 

mended that two No. 8 flashing.light· signals suppl~nted':with , .... 

automat:tc crossing gates,~ with. adequate' warning t:tme'.for··· vehicles. 
• '. '., •. , ',.' I 

to clear the erossingl" be install.ed and' that the 'costs be: shared .,' 

equally between. the ~ ty 'and' the I{aj:l~~y~ " H~ ~lso':re~~~en~~d ' that . , .... " , .. ,' 

'. 

. . • . ",:'.. . ' ... '.:' ':.' , . ," ".' !, :. ~.. '.>' '" , ::- .'. ..' ', •. ':: ' 

double clearance lines, and RXRs be pa~ted on~tbe-'pavement.;" ~d;that .. ", . 
, ..! .-,'. ..' t.·:, .. ": ... ' " " . ,. " '~" '.f ". '" ,,_ " , " 

", " these costs. be paid' by the City. .' '. ..,.. ..::.... 
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M1 assistant trainmaster', for the: Ra!lway,testified,.1:hat'> 
. I 'j 

the use of' this cros~1ng,is seasonal;: that '. there'are'~long:"trait1S on' 

the line; that 75 per cent of. the movements: are.at·night; that.·all·' 
. ", ., ... ' ',,' .. 

I' .. ' , 

25 spur tracks in the area serving 31 industries...: .. 

, The assistant engineer fort.he·Los Angeles 'Division 'o·f.', 
• #. . 

. • " '; .. ~ .. . . .' . .: . . ! i','" ,,: ' .' , .. ' '. ,,"', ;, • . ' 

the Railway ~ which division includes the'Brawley,operations:. te~ti-·. ,.' 
• j -, .".' . " • 'c I 

fied that the City has. req,ue3-tecl> therehabii:Lbttiotl: of,:·th~'KSt:reet.': 
• I • ,'. ," ," ," .. 

crossing; that X Street is to.'be:mdened "to 50,feet.:,a~rO:S:S-the' 
• ' ' . "'. . I '.r·, ,: I.',," 

tracks;. that he concurs in thestaffeng:i.neer··s·reco~endat!on:,· . 
; , " '" I • ./,d",' >, , 

,.,", i" 

relative to the crOSSing' and the' type of protectioti~to;'::be:::itl.stalled;, 

and· that the Railway will cooperatewitb:the,' City:':tn:f.mproving.:t1?-e.:: ' ... 

. '. ,~. 

improving the crossing protect1onwould' be: $21;;250~·· ·wh:l:ch< :~hoU1d; .. 

be divided· equally between the Ra.:i.lwayandtb.~·,'city;,.,aud:"t:ba,tth~:' ...... . 
I, .. .' " , '. ," ,,'" '. • ," ,':, ,""':.', '.:.~', ,~. "" ,:.,. ". " • ""; . ,'. : •• :: :L.{. : ." • ",J, ".".' '/ • :no.~,,' .. ,', . 

K Street widening. would· cost '$1.210. which Will·:be,.pa:l:&' by':the:-; C1ty~<' , 
, " . '. "'" '- J'" "' 

!'be automatic protectio~ recommended' by',' the :as'sista.n:t'e~ineer:::.· 
, '.' ' .. ',,-, . " " 

includes predictors and timeout circuits and.thede~':'of',tb;:, 
. , " ',' . ,",' ". : 

proposed· circuitry is show' o'Q.~Exhibit: 'No;.J; b~~-e:tn~ . 

. ' . 

Findings ,.",,", J 

. . ., . 

Upon -the record herein· theCommi~ssion.;'f1~dstbat.: ... ' ,-.. 

1. !he Railway has a main lin~ extending., from' ~nd::north:i()f' 
Indio mid a branch line to t~~ '~er:tal ~alle;:~'l~o~sh:,'i~~"CitY of· 

,~" " , 

, • 1\. ,I' . ';" , 

Brawley. In theC1ty of Brawley there 'are .fiv:e:,erOSSing~~C:lud1t1i,,· .' ' ..... . 

removed. 
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2. '.the traffic on the Railway cons:tsts oflO'mov~ent$,' plus 
" I"., 

switch 1Xloyements in peak season, and s:tx movements,.plus s .. .ri;tching" " 

, 1l:OVelllcnts ill off season. '!'be ~uthorized speed:<at the~ros:sitlgdi~ " 

25 MPH for traitls and 25 MPH for veh1cleson e~eh s!deof,the-crossing .. 

Approximately 2;432 vehicles per day use'theerossillg'.:Since, Mai,:20".., ... " ,.' "'.,' .......... " .. ,,'.,"" ' .. . 
1962, there have been two aceideXlts atthe,'cr6s:s:t~g~' 'in wh:tch>'a~eideIltS:: 

\ , ., '( ,', "',"', .' 

there, were no dea1:b.s atld," OXl<! person was injured:. 

3,.' the crossing is protected with tWo: StaIldarcrNo. ,i';crossiDg", 
. , ',' " . 

sig:ls (::cflectorized). and two reflectorized' 'ad.va'O.cc,wan:i:1l)g.:S:tgo,~.· :, 
• , •••••• .'; - I" I 

4. 

the c-.ross:f.ng .. 
, '" " 

5. '!be' Railway willvol'Utltar:lly.contr:l.bute 50,'pe:r":cent,:,of,the 
" , 

, • I ,.' 

eost of il:ls~allatio'll of auto~tic' 'Orotec:tioIl deV'i~~s,~ " ,'!he'::CitY>w1il",:. - . " 

no~ voluntarily coutribut~ t:o costs'6f'sutomatic p~otectio~;,::"" 
6. Public health~ safet:y and wklfare::require'tha'~'the'cro,ssiDg: ,,' 

be l'17oteeted,as stated in th~ o:rder h<!~e:tn.:' 
• ,', i , , . , ' 

7. The, cost of ins::all~'!:ion of" automatic protec~ion'sb.ou.ld:,·bc<~,:·, 
. . , ,,.1 . 

,< ' 

" ." 

divided 50 per cent to the, Railway" 3tld5o.'per , cent: to:;':,the' :,c:r.ty'.;', 
.' .'~'. " , .," . . . ... . 

• <. ..' • , j .'. '. • ',~" " ... :, • ", ,:'" ,"r: .' ,.' , ~',', 

8. The allocation' of the cost of ma'intainiugprotee·tl.ve·dev!ees . 

at the eross~g herein cousidered should' bedefer.ce~:'tlntil.'.f~~;tbe;:; .. 
oree: of the'Commission. 

Conelusi01l: 

':"" ,;".,' 

shocld be protected and tMtthecost of: ,theinstal1at:i:on·thereof< 
,.I .,. 

, " "," ,', 

should be apportioned as, set' forth, in' the etlsu:txig,'~rder;and:<:th~~'. th~, 
allocatio:c of' mailltenclllce' cost,of ,such', protecti~n:'Sho~id>~e,:~'def~~~~~;'::"':' ' 

'. '. ," \. c. '. .' '.... ':, • ',' '.>_. '.:.'''~I'\.· " ' " '. j' , 

"'::'" ,,,' .'. ' ,." 
, " 

" " 

", \ 

. ".', '., ': . " .. ' 
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IT IS ORDERED that: ' 
>' • 

'. 

1. 'Ihe Southern Pae:Lfic' cOmpany shall .repla~e'tbe;t:Wo:~rlst1tli', 
, • ~ .. ", '"' .' ! "'.,', • " I', .,', ' 

No,. BN-686,.7) with two Standard No. S:fl~ash1ngl:Lght' signals, .. supple-: . 
, ." '" , 'I 

tllented with automatic crossing,'gates~ witb.~'d~~~t~':~arnin't,:t~e·t~;. 
, , , " ' ' "', . ' '; ", " , ~ - ~, .. ' , , ':, 

allow all vehicles to clear the tra;Ck' area'. " 

2. '!be cost$ of irlstall~g..sa:Ld' No. 8flashinglightsignalS:t " 
I~ , ' . ,~ • "';1 'j." 

supplemented with automatic' crossing gates, shail be:.apport:toned~on:,,· 

the basis of SO per Ce1ltt~ b~ paid by the' Southerri.,pac:tf:ic~:·c~m~~nY·i . 
• 'J • 

and 50 per cent to be paid 'by the City of, ,Brawley~ 
" .'," . 

3. Allocation of mailltenance, c~sts.fo:r;sai.d· 'protective:devices, 

at said crossing is deferred' until, fUrther 'or~e~ :::~f'~h:rs,.:~~'ss:[~t1L'. 
" . , , "ii,"." \ 1 -', '. , 

, " 

4. Within thirty days after completion of:' the·:workhereinabove'·' 
• ". • ,. ',- J' ", '.. " 1 .. ' ,'."""'",," • ., ,~",. _, " ' 

authorized~. the" Southern Pacific' 'Company': ·shall Xlot:[fy"th~':'comEid:S-s10ti' 
, .,', " ',', - " >', , "'".',';'" '",J \ , 

in writi.ng of thecompli~nce' with the" conditioni. he~eof,~: . , ' - : . ,,-', ~ ,.,' 

~ , ~ '.. ' .. I- ... 

5. ' 1'he inlprovements. herein, provided:.forare~to. be::'completecJ.;," . 

within one hundred' eighty .days afrom ·the effect:[ve~:~ateof,:ih!S: :O~d~~·. " . 
, "~, , ' " )' , 'I) , 

the effective date of· this,order ~hall be~erity:d~ys> 'af1:~r:; .. ;' 
, . ~" , 

the date hereof. 
, I, 1: . ' .. " ~ " . "~' 1 ' .;' ,'~, .::" 
) 'i ~ \ 

i, ", . 'Ii~'., '. :,' , ".-
Dated .at ____ ,_Sa_~_. Fra.n __ ds_~_.;;..._·~ __ , Californi~,; this'" ;.s~;' .; .... 

day of __ ·_J_U_NE ___ ~196s'. 
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, , _,~, I' ,"', • , ,.... :", • ,;' '",''' ',: \', ' ,;' , '. "'" ',' ',. 

" ", COiii1i1ss1otJ:~rs"·· 

, " 

" 

, " 


