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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF ‘I’I-E STATE O: CALIFORNI.A

Investigation into the status, safety, ,) -

naintenance, use and protection or _ ‘
closing of the crossings at grade of the) S : '

lines of the SOUTHERN BACIFIC COMPANY __Case No. 8106 K
in the County of Fresno, California, ) (Filed January 12, 1965)
with Cattern Avenue and Lincoln Avenue; : L T
Crossings Nos. B-195.3 and B-213.2.

Robert M. Wask, Cou:nty Counsel by
Robert E. Wh:xte, Deputy, for County
of Fxesno, and Harold S. Lentz for
Southern Pacific Company, respondents.

Myl€ord E. Getchel and William C. Bricca,
for the Com:.ss::.' on start.

OPINIOY

This investigation :.nvolves two- w:.dely separated grade 3
cross:mgs in Fresno County. Cattern Avenue 1s located in Herndon
near the Madera County line and L:.ncoln is on’ the other (south-
eastexn) side of the City of Fresno between the stat:.ons of Malaga
and Fowler. e

A duly not:.ced public heara.ng was- held before Examiner -
Power at Frespo on May 12 1965 and the matter was Smetbed ‘
subj ject to receipt of late-fa.led exhibits., These have been
received and the matter is ready for decision. |

The staff and both res'pondents favor phys1ca1 clos:mg of
both crossings. Ixhibits 2 and 3 are cop:r.es of resolut:.ons of the'
“resno County Board of Supervisors which express an :.ntentn.on not
to oppose clos:.ng of these cross:.ngs. | -

Lincoln Avenue CB-213.2) is an east-west road wh:x‘.ch west

of Clovis Avenue, crosses the tracks and the_access. road wh:‘.ch_oz‘:xce -
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was the U.S, Highway 99 and thence on to the present"99-'5‘reewéy
where it dezd ends, The 1é~hour count by the stasf (M..rch 1965)
showed 128 vehicular crossings. The County witness gave m ave:.'age
24-hour figure of 133, With other crossings» avallable nearby,‘ ,
especially Clovis Avenue, which provides access to the' f'reev&ayi,: "
¢losure of Lincoln Avenue seems the obvious coursc. . | _
Superf:.cmally the problem of Cattern Avenue is more- complex.
’rhc venicular traffic is bhigher.: The staff lG—hour count (6 AM. -
Pom) cace to 556 veh;cles. This count was ..Jcﬁn on. Marﬂ"x 2
‘«nas 1965. | o
Thirty-six hundrecths of a nile southeaSt of the Cattcrn
Avenue crossing is a street known as Goble -Ave;me.- ’Ih:.s -St-reet has |
recently been :’.mproired and connected ‘up’m’.‘th'l-lefndon- Averiue, an eés“-
wesT expresswa\, and it now provides a means of reach:mg old U.
Highway 99. It also passes uwnder the freeway and connects to the
area southwest of the freeway. Cattern also reaches old 99 but ends :
there. The Goble Avenue comstruction was completed on July 1, 1904
The Goble crossn.ng has Standardé No. 3 flashmg hght s:.gnals.
County traffic counts taken late im 1963 chow 1823 vehicles

using Cattern and 837 using Goble. After comple'ci'on of ‘thciGoblc o

~ ¢onstruction and in August of 1964 new counts were made. They show .

830 vehicles at Cattexn and 1878 at Goble- C
Cattern and Lincoln each is now protected 'by one St:andald 1/.
No. 1 crossbuck sign. This protect:r.on mll have to be upg::'ac‘.ed ::.f
.ﬁe crossings sre left open. Ir' the Comss:.on s opn.m.on tnere is
not encugh veh:.cular traffic at either of these two cross:.ngs nor
will the inconvemence result:.ng from closure 'be sn.ff:.cient to |

Justn.fy keep:.ng, either of them open
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The Comm:.ssio:z finds that- - _ ‘
l. Public need no longer requlres grade’ orossmgs .at Cattern .
" Avenue and Lincoln Avenue with tracks of the Southern’ Pac:'.f:xc Com- ‘
pany’ s El Paso route in Fresno. County.

2. Public health and safety require that these two crossings
be closed. | o

The Commissi_on c_oncludes_ that Cattérﬁ"Avenue' énd% i.ﬁ'.ncolﬁ

Avenue crossings should be closed.

IT IS ORDERED that Southerm Pac:.f:.c Company :.s authonzed
and directed to zgbolish by phys:_cal clos:.ng its cross:mgs with roads '
of the County of Fresno Nos. B~195.3, Cattern Avenue and B-213.
Lincoln Avenue within 30 days after the effective date of thlS order."

The effective date of th:Ls order shall be- twenty days
after the date hereof.

Dated at gm California, this 7@
day of Sl oJuY ., 1965.

, Com:.ss:.oners




