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Decision No. ________ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF nm STATE· OF" CALIFORNIA.' 

Case Nc>. 8106 

Investigation into the status,. safety,) 
maintenance,. use and protection or ,) 
closing of the crossings at grade of the} 
lines of the SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY ) 
in the County of Fresno~ california,. ) 
with Catte:rn Avenue and Lincoln Avenue; ) 

(Filed January 12;1965) 

Crossings Nos. B-195.3 and B-21S.2. ) 
, , , ) 

, 

Robert 1'-1. Wash" County Counsel by 
Robert E. V1hite, Deputy,. for County 
of Fresno,. and Harold S. Lentz for 
Southern Pacific Company~ respondents. 

Mylford 'E. Getchel and William C. Bricca, 
for the eo~ssion staff. 

OPINION -- ...... .------

This investigation involves two widely separated'grade" 

c~ossings in Fresno County. Cattern Avenue is located in Herndon, 
, , , 

near th~ Madera County line and Lincoln is on' the other (south-

eastern) side of the City of Fresno" between the statf.ons " of, ,Malaga"" 
, 0 

and Fowler. 

A duly noticed public hearing was" held before Examiner " 
o " 

Power at Fresno on May 12," 1965 and the matter was submitted 

subject to receipt of late-filed exhibits. These have been"" 

received and the matter is. ready for decision. 
, . 

"!he staff and both respondents favor phYSical closing of 
~ . . . -

both crossings. Exhibits 2 and 3 are copies of resolutions: "of ",the 
" , , 

" . . I I, " " 

Fresno County Board of Supervisors which express an intention not ,. " 

" 

to oppose closing of these crOSSings. 

Lincoln AveDue 03-2l3:~2), is an east .. west road which, west ,," 

of Clovis Avenue, crosses the tracl<:s and the" acees.sroad which' once' 
0, 0 
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, , , 

was t:he O.S. Highway 99 .and t:hence on t:o t:be present 99 'Freeway 

where it deed ends. '!he 16-hour count by the staff (yM:!reh: 1965) 

showed 128 vehicular crossings. The County witness gave an average 

24-hour figure of 133. v7io. other crossings. available nearby ~, 

especially Clovis Avenue~ which provides access to the freeway~, 
closure of Lincoln Avenue seems the obvious course. ' 

Superfici.olly the problem·of CatternAvenue is more ,complex. 

!he ve!lieular traffic is higher';': The staff 16-~our coant (6 A.M. -

:'0 P oM.)· came to 556 vehicles. :nns count was' t:.:k~n onl-'...arc.."t 2 ' 

.~nd S, 1965. 

'!hitty-six hundrcCths of a mile southeast of the. Cattcrn 
, . 

Avenue crossing, is a street k:lown as Goble Avenue. This st:reet: has. 

recently been improved and cODnected up with. Herndon Avenu~ .an east­

wes:' eA-presswas· and it now provides a means of reaching old U.S. 

Righ~ay 99. It also passes under the freeway and connects to·t:he 

area southwest of, the freeway. Cattern also reaches old 99. but ends 

there. !he Goble Avenue const'ruction was completed on 'July 1,. 19~\.· 

The Goble crossitlg has Stand.arc No.8 flashing light sign.sls. 

County trai£ic counts taken .late in' 1963 ::how 1823 vehicles 

using C3tt:ertl. and 837 USing Goble. After· eompletion of the Goble 

eonstruction and in August of 1964 new counts' were mad.e..They show 

830 vehicles at Cattern and 187S- at Goble.: 

Catter1l aDd Lincoln e.'lch is- now protected by one Standard . ~ 

No. 1 crossbu~ sign. This protection will have to' be upgraded'if 

Ute crossitlgs .;::re lefeopen. In; the Commission's opinion th~re" is 

not eno:ugh vehicular traffic at either of these tw'o erossinss .. nor 
" ' '. " 

v~ll the inconvenience result:£:cg from eloSUX'ebe. sU£fi:eientlt~ . 
i . . 

justify keeping either of them open •.. 
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The Commission finds that: 

1. Public need no longer requires grade'cross1ngs atCattern 

Avenue and Lincoln Avenue with tracks, oftheSouthern';Pac1£ic CO~ 

pany's El Paso route in Fresno Coonty. 

2. Public health and safety require that these-two cr,ossings' 

be closed. 

the Commission concludes that CatternAvenue and" Lincoln ' 

Avenue crossings should be closed. 

,. 

IT IS ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company is, authorized 

and directed to aboli.sh by physical cloSing its crOSSings wi.~ roads 

of the County of Fresno Nos. B-195.3.> <:.gttern Avenue and, :8-213,-2;) 

Lincoln Avenue within 30 days after the e-Z£ective date; of tbi~ order. ' 

!he effective date of this order shall' betw~ty "~' 
, . .' . ~, 

after the date nereof. 

Dated at __ ..::!:::;::3!l;;;.·..:o.Fran~o::::else9~ __ , California;) 'this, ,7# ' 
.., ""'"' f :- Jnl_Y 1961:. ~J 0 _________ p __ ~ ____ ~, J. 

..", .:,.: '" . , , , 
to" 


