Decision No. 63401 ‘.. | | | mRB@E N@ﬁ.

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE .OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for authority ‘

to discontinue agency and to abangon Application No. 47378
and remove station building and (Filed March 3, 1965)
appurtenances at Inyokerm, County of S

Kern, State of California.

Harold S. Lentz, for applicant.

M. D. Isely and Bob Thompson, for Inyokerm
Chamder of Commerce; Elmer G. Studer,
for Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerxce, and
Alfred R. Louailler, for the City of
Ridgecrest; protestants.

W. B. Lantsberger, for Mt. Whitney Lumber
Company, and Wallace A. Turner, im propria
persona, interested parties.

Kenneth G. Soderlund, for the Commission staff.

" OPINION

A duly noticed public heariﬁg was beld before Examiner Power
at Ridgecrest on June 2, 1965 and<the matter was submitted. '
Applicant produced five witnésses, all its- own employecs
except for ssor_xe employee of Pacific Motor Trucking Company.. The City
Administrator of Ridgeérest and the chairman of the Traffic and
Transportation Committee of the Inyokerm Chambei: of ..Commei'ce‘ restified
for.prbtesﬁénts. B | | ” -
Tnyokern is the station for the Indian Wells Valléy.’ The
total population of this Valley exceeds 2'0f,000‘ "persons. | Si:‘.‘ghtly
over half of these live on the China Lake Naval Ordinance Testing
Station (called NOTS by the witnesses). NOTIS is the economic mainstay
of the community as a whblc-. ’. | | | o o
Inyokern i‘.é rathér' poorly \located“ from a commercial
standpoint being far out on one edge of the total community.

Ridgecrest and China Lake are some eight miles east. Well over
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90 percent of the inhabitants of the Valley live in the Ridgecresc
and China Lake area. 7 A

No' telegraph service“hés been rendered ét Inyoko;n’stétion;
since 1961. Passenger service'was not mentionéd except thgt'certain

 witnesses stated that there is mome and that the agency atilnyokern

does not sell tickets. | | 1

Ino Novemberx,: 1963 the Railway‘ExpressiAgency, Iﬁc; filed“
Application No. 45963 to remove its office from Inyokern to Ridgecrest
and to provide collection and delivery service‘throughoutothe In&ian
Wells Valley settlements and also to NOTS and Inyokern Munioipal'
Alrport. After extensive proceedings Ehé sought authority'was grante&
(Decisxon No. 68685). Rehearxng'was denie& on April 18 1965
CDec;sxon No. 68857), and Railway Express Agency noW'has authority to
set up its new pattern of service.

At the time of the hearings on the 1nscant applmcation,
the Southern Pacxfic agent at Inyokerm was sc;ll servxng as a Joxnt

- commission agent for Railway Express Agency, Inc. His duties in the

latter respect will soon cease. Southern'Pacific’s stationlsupervisor
testified that the expresé;work répresented 85‘§ercent oﬁ.thengent's
duties at Inyokern. - | | | '

Othexr aspects‘of‘pasc’or present services‘reouifing
consideration are mail, 1ess-than—carload Ereight, and rate quotations
and similar services (llke tracing) . Mnil iS-now‘carrle& to and
from tbis area by the Post Office Department in its own trucks._
Pacific Motor Trucking Company (a wholly ovned subsidiary‘of Southerﬁ
Pacific Company) haﬁ%les less-than-carload freight ﬁhether it is
moviﬁgwon rail or tx;ok‘billings. Rating, tracing, diversions, cthe
stopping of demwxrrage and similar services will be rendered by tke
Mojave agency of applicant. A,toll free teleohone service'will be

madeyavailable.from the Indian Wells Valley area.to Mojave. Sznce,
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the Mojave agency is a seven day, twenty-four hour station, these

services should, in fact, :f.mprove.

Protesting witnesses made three principal pointe. First,
Tndian Wells Valley is a growth area. Second, it would be extremely
inconvenient to have the less-than-carlozd freigﬁo handled through
Mojave which is more than an hour away by b.ighway. ’I.’hird a witness
feared that the removal of the agency from Inyokern might pre.,age the
‘abandonment of the branch itself

As to the first point mo one ‘can make a satieféctory
forecast. It is obvious that the naval installation is the economic
prop of the area. Thus, its future will be determined by decisions
of the Navy. What these may be cannot Ibe- predicted.,

The second point is well taken. A protesting witness
pointed out tha\. at least two truck companies have agencxes in Ind:.an
Wells Valley. He further stated, correctly, that it would be a severe‘
hardship to have to make a round txip to Mojave to nake a depot
shipment. Undelivered shipments would be held up two or three days.

Southern Pacific met this contention through its Pacific
Motor Trucking Company witness. He stated that his compeny proposes
to set up an establishment in the Valley at which depot sh:.omen..s can
be left and where the drivers can leave undelivered :.n‘bound sh:.pmencs
to be picked up by the consignees. In the follow:mg order Souther'n
Pacific will be ordexed to do (.nis. Pacific Motor Trucking Company
is not before the Commission in this proceeding.

The third po:.nt abandorment, would requ:.re authority from
the I1.C.C. This, in t:urn would require 2 proceeding before that

Commission. It is rot before us in this proceed.mg.
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The Commission f£inds that:
1. Public convenience aﬁd necessity no longer require the

maintenance by Southerm Pacific Company of an agency at Inyokern,
Kern County.

2. Public convenience and necessity requireithat Southexrn '

Pacific Company establish a point in Ridgecrest or China Lake where
depot shipments of leés-than-carload fréighz can be made and where
undelivered shipments of such freight can be left.
3. After the termination of the agency at Imyokern, the
station buildings there will not be needed in the publié service.
The Commission con;ludes that the application'should-be_‘

granted subject to the conditioﬁlset forth in the foiloﬁing - ‘ ”///
order.

IT IS ORDERED that:
1. Southern Pacific Company is authorized to discontiaue its
agency at Inyokern, Kexn County, subject to the folleowing coaditions:

a. Southern Pacific Company shail malataic said station
in a non-agency status for the receipt or delivery
of freight in carload lots or in quantities not
exceeding 5,000 pounds.

Wichin one hundred twenty days after the effective .
date hereof and not less than ten days prior to
the discontinuance of the agency at Inyokern, Xern
County, applicant shall post a notice of such
discontinuance at the station and, within ome
hundred twenty days after the effective date hereof
2nd on not less than ten days' notice to the
Commission and to the public, applicant shall file
in duplicate amendments to its tariffs showing the
change autborized herein and shall make reference
in such notice and tariffs to this decision as
autbority for tke changes. In no event shall the
agent be removed, pursuant to the authority
hereinahove granted, earlier than the effective
date of-rhe tariff filings required hereunder.
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Within thirty days after discontinuance of service -
as herein authorized, applicant shall, in writing,

notify this Coumission thereof and of compli.ance
with the above conditions.

2. Applicapt shall not exercise the authority grant:ed 'by
paragraph 1 hereof unless and until a facility, conveniently 1ocated
in the Ridgecrest-China Lake area, shall have been est:ablished by
it for the reeeipt of depot shipments of less-than—carload freight -
and.where undelivered less-than-carload shipments can be left.

3. After the authority granted by parag::aph 1 of this order
has been exercised and the condition hereof compl:.ed w:.th ‘/
Southern Pacif:.c Company may remove its station buildings at

Inyokern,

The effective dat:e of this order shall be twent:y days after {
the date hereof. | o

Dated at 8an Francddseo | Caliqunia, this | f%% -

day of oy ¢ , 1965.

“Commissioners

L e

Commissioner Peter E. 'Witcholl being
necessarily absent, &id not parta.cd.pate :
~ 4in the d.igpo..ition or m., procoed:.aa-. Tl




