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:Decision.No. 69409 

BEFORE TEE PUBL!C UTIL!TIES CO~lMISS!ON OF THE STATE OF ,CALIFORL"J'!A 

In the I-Za.t~r of the I~vesti.gation into ) 
t!J.e rates, rtlles, regulations,:. charges, ) .' 
al10w2.nces, and practices of all common) Case No-. 5438: 
ca.rriers, h1ghwllY carriers and city ) (Petit!.oll ror'Mod1fic~tion 
carriers :::-elating to tb.e trans'Oortation ) No.. 5Ci) 
of fresh or green fruit,: and vegetables ) (Filed J\Ule 14~ 1965) 
and related items (c~odities tor which) 
r:l.tes are provided in !Unimum Rate Tariff) 
~o., 8). ) 

OPINION AND' ORDER 

, , 

?otatoJ.rowers Association of California,.. a nonp:-o:tit 

co:::-poration compo?edof petate growers and shippe'rs .. ,seeks on behal1' , 
of the interesteo.> shippers of potatoes ~e esta.blishmen-t;.111 Min1..--num 

Pl.3.te Tariff lITo. 8 of o.:rate of 30 cent:; per 100 po.unds"ll'linimum 
. " ," 

weight 46,000 potmds pe:- unit of carrie:-t's eo .. uipl'llent, ,for: the t:-o.ns-

portation o.t potatoes i::1 bulk from. 1'ieldslocated in thO' \~1cinity 
," I, ~. , 

< ,"', 

ot Lo:r.poe to. potato packing sheds loeatedin or near Shat'ter. 
, . ' 

?eti tioner :-eq'U'ests th.:lt; all COCllon carrie:'s be o.utb.orized to esta'b~ 

lish in their respective ta:-iffs such modi!'ications as may be pre

scr1'bedin the Co~ssionfs order in this proceed1ng7 including 

relief f:::-om the long- and short-b.z.ul provisio:lS of Section 460 or 

the ?ub11c Utilities Code .. a:ld that the sought relie1' be granted in 

According to. petitioner, one mC!'ll'ber- of its association MS 

already plo.nted new :..crease., not previo.usly devoted to growi.rig of 

co=e:-cial potato. crops7 in the iInmedia'Ce enviro.ns or Lo.1':lpoc. It, 

is intended ths:t7 if' this scno:'ally productive coastalpl31n region 

attains arLticipated yields in tb.c present season, a new. late season. 
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pla..."'lti!J.g ~"'ea could be established there. Petitioner alleges that 
I / 

the::-e are at present no packing sb.e~ for poto.toes in the vicinity 

of Lompoc,. the nearest such rac11iti~S being located at Shatter.., a 

dist~ceot 180 constructive miles from t~~poe. 

Pet1 tioner sta.tes that the cu.rrent min:L'T.'\l..'"1l rate ot 40 

cents per 100 pounds, ~~'T.um weight 43,000 ,ounds,. set ~orth in 

Min~~um Rate Tariff No.8 tor the transportation of potatoes between. 

Lompoc and Shafter, is not confined to conditions or circumstances 

relating to the field-to-packing house transportation or bulk 

potatoes in a Single unit ot carrlez-Ts equ1pment,Y loaded by con

signor and unloaded by gravity,. ~~th shipper pertormingal1 services 

necessary to load and ass'\l..~ns all eXpenses incidental thereto,. 

except driver.' s operation of carrierT s motor power equipment •.. It is 

further stated that such rate is not supported by the costs attri

outable to the specialized tielo.-to-packing house transportation of: 

bulk potatoes in gravity-unloading vehicles. 

Petitioner avers that the vehicles to be employed and the 

!'!lethods o! loading such vehicles with potatoes in bulk· tromthe 

field a::"e no dil'ferent i'ro:rr. those described in the C01.U'se ot' the 

hearing:: i:. ?etition for Noditication l~o. 44 in Case N~.5438· in 

respect to bulk !'!lov~ent or potatoes fro~ the field at GUadalupe, 

and the highway ~ovement ~~ll~ as in the Guadalupe-to-Sha£ter 

opera.t1on~ be in the same vehicle:.: use,d for harvesting in th:e 

growing fields. Petitiocer declares thAt it has shown in the above 

proceeding" and further subota..'"ltiated by the Co:m.."'O.ission engineer's 

cost study" that the bulk movement rate from Guadalupe to Sh~rter 
, 

(a ~stance of" 170 const:-uctivo miles) is ::.just c.nd reo.sonc:ole 
. ~.. ... l ::u.n ... "'llUl':l ra .. e. 

1 
~bit . .3o-23~ pages 8 and 9" ?et!.tion tor !,zodificat1on l~o. 30 
~n Case ~o. 5436. 
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?etitione~ ~sse~ts that the properly cost-rel~ted minim~~ 

rate -ror the transportatio::l of potatoes frol'l'lthe field at or Within 

10 air miles of the City of Lompoc to packing houses at or within 

one air mile of the City of S1a~te~ Ca distance otfrom180 to 190 

cons tructive r-..j,les) sh.ould. 'be not :nore than 30 cents per 100 po'UIlds" 

if such tr3Ilsportation is made subject to all restrictions currently 

co::tained in I~l'l'l No. 336: of !1ini.."'llUl'll Rate Tariff No.' 8· for the' bulk 

transportation of potatoes !rom Guadalupe to Shatter. 

TAO certificate of service shows that a copy otthe peti

tion was l'l'lailed to all parties of record on June 11" 1965~ No 

objection to the gra."lting of the petition has been received. 

In the circil."IlSt3llcOS, it a:ppea:-s, and .the COIlm".ission 1"in~ 

that petitionerTs.proposal is reasonable and that tho'resulting 

minimuln irates and charges will be just, reasonable and nondis

cr1Illina.,tory mini..'"!l'Ul'fl. ra.tes a.nd chArges f:or the transportation 

involv:(:d. A public a.ec..'"'1ng 1:: nO.t necessa..ry. The petition,':'as 

herein:lt'ter :nodified". sho'U.ld be granted. The authorized rate will 

be made to expire with July 1" 1966" in order that it may 'be 

reViewed :ll'ter actual transportation conditions are experienced 

in connection with the proposed pot.ito movement. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. IU:li."ll'\r.l. Rate Tariff r;ro. 8CAppe:ldix ftC:! to DeciSion 

~ro. 33977 ~ a:: amended) iz i'u:::-ther a."Cended by incorporating therein l 

to bocome erfective Ail$uzt 14" 196.5~ Ei~teenth Revised P~ge .34~ 

attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof. 

2. 
, 

T~itr l'ublic~tions authorized to be made 'by C~::'!'l.."1lon 

carr~ers as a result ot the order herein may be made erreetive not 

earlier than the tonth day aftor the efreetive date or this orc.e:::-7 

anc.. ma.y be made errective on not le::::; than' ten days t notice to 

tho Commission anc.. to the public if riled not later than sixty 
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days a:Ctor the effective date of the min1mt.1ln. rate~ taritt pag~ 

incorporated in this order. 

3. Common carriers, in es tab11shing and maintaining the 

rates authorized hereina'bove 1 are hereby authorized to depart from 
. , 

the provisions of Section 460 ",e;'~,:the Public Utilities Code to the 
'r'-"'. 

extent necessary to adjust lor.g- .md short-haul depar~es now 
.,. 

maintained under outstand1ng av.thorizations; such outs.tanding 

au~orizations~re hereby modified only to the extent necessary 

to comply wit~ this order; and schedules containing,therates 

published 'lXCder', this authority shall xnal:::e reference to. the prior 
': • jr 

orders authorizing 1005- and short-haul departures and to this 

order. 

4. In 'all other respects Decision' No:. 33977 1 as 3IIlended,. 

shall remain in ~l torce and effect. 
I . 

!he effective date of this order shall be twenty days 

after the d3.te hereof. t ~~ 

Dated at San Francisco". Calitornia.
1 

• this \3~ . d...,...y.ycir;: .... 

,_.,' 
" ..... 

lk4~~~ '. " omiiliss1oners I . ' .', 

Com:u1ss1onerPe~er,E.· i.u.tcheit •. beini 
neees~1ly:aDsen't.,tid.not<part1c1pate 
in the dis:pos11.ion ot this procee41nS., 

'. . . " 
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SECTION NO. 2 - POINT TO POINT CO~ODITY RATES 
(I:l Cents per 100 Pounds.) 

, 
POTATOES (O~ T1iAN SWEE'I' POTATOES OR YAY~,) AND ONIONS, 

Minimmrl Weight 43 000 Pounds 
MILES I MILES 

' Bu.t Not'l allt Net 
OV0I- Over Rate Over Over Rate 

0 15 140 ;"':1:50 36 3 
3 5 1St 150 160 37 5 ! 1.0 I 16 160 l70 38 10 ! 15 16~ 170 180 39 

15 I 20 17 180 190 40 1 
I 

I 20 
! 25 18 190 200 41 25 30 19 200 220 4.3, 

30 I 35 I 20 220 240 45 I 
35 I };;.O I 2l 240 260 . 47 
40 I 45 I 22 260 280 49-! 

I I 45 50 23 280 300 .51, 
$0 I 60 I 24- 300 325 53-
~o 70 I 

2$ 32$ 350 55 I 
I 

I 70 80 
1 

26 350· 375 57 80 1 90 28 375 400 ,59' I I 

I I 
, 

,"425 ' '90 t 

400' 6.3' I 100 29 
100 ; 

110 30 425 ,,,4$0 66-; 
110 , 

120 31 450 47$ 69 ~ 120 1")0 33 475 500, 72 
1 

.;, 

130 140 35 $00 52$ 7$' I 
I I 
\ 525 550 79 ' ! 550 600 85 , 

OVer 600 (1)' I ~ 

I 
I 

I (1) 
1 Rates a.s set l"ol"th in Item No. 300 will apply on ,all 

:bipment3 over 600 mi1ea. ' I 
I 
i , 

I 
I 

," 
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POTATOES> ~n bulk, loaoed by the cons1~or ~d u.~oadec 
by gravity> Ydni:alUlr.. Weight 46,000 pounds per unit of 
carrier's equip::ne::lt (See Note} 

From To I Rate 

28 i 
I· -1336 

Guadalupe ~d all points 
arid places l<.'i thin ten air 
:niles or the City of 
Guadalupe. 

I 
Shs.!'ter s.nd all pc>1n't:s I 
and placesw1thinone 
air IT'..ile of the C1 't:y !' 
of Shafter. . 

: -:;-LoIll.-poc and E!-ll pOints and I places witb.1:l te:l a1r 
mile s of the City ot 
Lompoc. 

NOTE.-Rate applies when s~~ppe~ per!'orros all~ervice: 
necessary to accomplish loading ~d a=sumez all expenses 
incidental ~~eto, except tor services of ear~ie~ts 
d!"iver 1r. co:nection wi th. ope:-at10n or ca.'"rier':3 mo,tor 
power eG.uipment. 

(2) Expires w-.i.th July 1,;,1966 

p Cha.nge ) 
.::. Add!. tion ) DeCision No., 
6 Reduction 69409 

1 

EFr.l:!CTIVE AuGUST 14~ 196$ I 

~----------------------------------------~I : Isst:.ec by the Public Utilities COIrJIll1~sion of the State of CalifOrnia,! 
s~ Pranc1sco~ Cu.1!'ornia.· 

Correction No. 445 I 
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