Decision No, ‘59528

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY

for authority to discontinue agency at

Fortuna, County of Humboldt, Stote of Application No. 47363
California, and to maintain sald station) (Filed February 26, 1965)
2s a Class "A'" nonmegency station.

Harold S. lentz, for appiicant.

John D. Cook, for County of Humboldt, protestent,

Eugene L. Ely, Jr., for Transportation Communication
bmployees Union, interested party.

Kenneth G. Soderlund, for the Commission staff.

OPINION

Applicant requests authority to discontinue agency service
ot Fortuna, California, and to maintain sald station as a nonazency.

A public hearing was held before Examiner Porter at
Fortuna on June 29, 1965, and the matter submitted.

Exhibit No. 3 shows that the gross operating xevenue
assoclated with traffic originating and terminating at Fortuma,
Coliforaia, for the year 1963, was $404,301; for 1964, $287,279 and

for the first five months of 1965, $0. The agency bas been closed

in 1965 due to flood damage in the area. The line was reopened to

through rail traffic on Jume 16, 1965,

Evidence was presented that 1f Fortuna, California, is
operated as a nonagency station and the business handled fxom the
Eurcka ageney the net ammual savings would be $7,258. Patrons in

the Fortuna area would be sexrved by an industry clerk who will

contzet the Industxies to arrange for shipments. Toll-free tele-

phone will be avallable at Fortuna for use of Foxrtuna patrons,




Ae. 47363 ds

The agent formerly at Fortuna has transferred to another station
and there is a shoxtage of qualified agents.

The vice president and general manager of the reilroad
testified that the rallroad suffered approximately $11,000,000
flood damage and strict economy must be practiced. He believes
that the patrons will receive better service by use of the industry
clerk. Delay in authorization to close the ageney will require
hiring an agent at penalty pay.

A resolution of the Boerd of Supervisors of the County
of Humboldt opposing elimination of an agency station at Fortuna
was presented.

After comsideration the Commission finds that public
convenience and necessity no longer require the maintenance by

applicant of an agency at Fortuma, California.

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Northwesterm Pacific Railroad Compeny is authorized to

discontinue 1ts agency at Forxtuma, Califormia, County of Humboldt,

subject to the following conditions:

(2) Applicant shall maintain said station in a
Class "A" nonagency status.

(b) Within one hundred twenty days after the
cffective date hercof and net less than ten
days prior to the discontinuance of the
agency at Foxtuna, applicant shall post a
notice of such discontinuance at the station
and, within one hundred twenty days after
the effective date hercof and on not less
than ten days’ notice to the Commission and
to the publie, applicant shall file in
duplicate amendments to its tarlffs showing
the change authorized herein and shall make




reference in such notice and taxriffs to

this decision as authority for the changes.
In no event shall the agent be removed,
pursuant to the authority herelnabove granted,
carlicr than the effective date of the toriff
filings required hexeundex,

(¢) Within thirty days after discontinuance of
service as herein authorized, applicant
shall, in wxiting, notify this Commission
thexcof and of compliance with the above
concitions.

The effective date of this order shall be ten days after
the date hercof.

Dated at San Fraacisco , California, this

AL

e day of AUGUST

Commilssioners

Commisaionsy Goorpe G. Grover, belng
necosserilyv ahtent, éid not poarticipate
40 the disposition of this proceoding.




