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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE SZATE'OF CALIFORNIA

Io the Matter of Application of
DYKE WATER COMPANY, a corporation,
for authorization to increase its
rates charged for water service.

Application No, 39303

Iovestigation on the Commission’s
own motion into the rates, rules,
regulations, comtracts, operations
and practices pertaining to and
involving water main extemsions
of DYKE WATER COMPANY, & public
utility water corporation..

Oxder to Show Cause

(Contempt)

ORDER MODIFYING DECISION NO. 67497

Dyke Water Company, by a petition filed August 30, 1965,
requests an ordex modifying Ordering Paragraph 7(C) of Decision
No. 67497 herein, tolthg extent that the company bé'relicved.of the
requirement of'installing water meters in its remairing water system
during the month of September, 1965, and that upon tramsfer of its
Cotal remaining water System to the City.of Westminster on or Sefbre
October 1, 1965 petitioner be =zelieved 6£ the meteringn:equiremept
rermanently. Petitioner further requests that the Coﬁmiséioh‘rescind
that pért of Ordering Paragraph 7(C) which imposés the ad¢itiona1
penalty of impriéonment‘for its officers, for tﬁe reason thét sub—
tantial compliance with the metering condition in”Paragiéphl7(C),
petitioper alleges, haSYbéén achieved. ,

Ordering Paragraph 7(C) of Decision No. 67497_iﬁposes'the
penalty of imprisonment on officers of Dyke Water Company, in
acdition to fines imposed in another portion of Ordéring.Paragraph 7,
Lor contempt of the Commission ip foiling and-refhsibg to institute

a.me:ering program,a:d:install meters as directed?by'D¢¢isién
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No. 59828 herein, dated Maxch 22, 1960 (Decisiop No. 67497, Ordering

Paragraph 2 - Second Offense); provided that if Dyké Water"cbmpany,
in addition to metering all mew sexrvice comxections, should imstall
vot less than 100 meters per month for ten conmsecutive mooths com-
mencing with the month of Aﬁgust, 1964, then the Commissionm, upon
the £iling of periodic satisfactory evidenceLéf such instaliation,
would by furthexr order rescind the additional punzshment 1mposed by
Ordering Paragraph 7(0).

The contempt order was stayed pending upsuccessful pro-
ccedings'by the cémpany, concluded April 26, 1965, to have the ordex
reviewed by the Supreme.Courts of California and the United States.
The fines imposed by that orxder have been paid.

Petitioner alleges that its requests axe wa:ranted because
the méjor portions of,its water system affected by the orzginal
metexring order and by the provisions of Ordering Parégraph'7(cb have
beea acquired by the Cities of Anaheim and Gardeh Grove, pursﬁant to
Coumission au:horiiation, an&rthe twé cities have taken over the
responsibility of metering all sexrvices in the systems so acquired.

Petitioner further alleges that: prior to expiration of
atays of Decision No. 67497 it launched 2 metermng program, com-
nencing in Feb:uary, 1965, to install 100 meters per mopth on its
remaining £lat rate services; it iostalled 96 mc:eis on such services
in February, 104 in March and 100 each month since Maxrch; by Septembéz
1, 1965 a total of 700 of thé 1,000 meters directed to befibstalled
undexr Ordexing Paragraph 7(C) will have been installed‘oﬁ ghewremain-
ing portion of its system in the Westminster area, which serves 4,233
customexrs of which 1,563 wiil have been metered as of Sepccmbértl,
1965, v,: .

Petitioner a’leges that the City of Westminstex » tecause

of 1ncompat1bxlity o< Dyke Water Company's metex 1nstallatmons with
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those planned by the City and having ip mind its impending acquisition
of the Lyke system, desixes petitioner to defexr further imstallation
of meters on existing flat rate sexrvices until transfer of the system -
can be effected, at which time the City will take ovexr responsibility
for ﬁetering. ‘The~City of Westminster, by a letter to Dyke Water
Company, dated August 27, 1965 (Petition, Exhibit 1), has indicated
that it proposes to complete the acqpisitionlby October 1, 1965 and
' that it‘would be'advantageous to defer further meter inszallations-
until the purchase has been completed. | |
- Petitioner also alleges that the Orange County Water
District, which hes long been concerned with the metefing iésue in
Dyke Water Company proceedings before the Commission, has indicated
that it has mo objection to the proposed deferment of metering by
Dyke during the mooth of September, i view of fhe'impendiog acqui-
sition of the system by the City of Westminster. A letter to Dyke
Water Company from the District, dated August 30, 1965; while con-
sistent with petitionmer's allegation, concludes with the statement
that it is understood "that in the event the transfer is mot completed
Dyke Water Company will resume on or before October 1, 1965 the 7
metering prograx as ordered by the Public Ut;lzcies Commzsszop."
(Petition, Exhibit 2.) N
 We £ind and covclude that the requested deferment of Dyke

Wazer Compzany's meter installation program for the month of Sep:ember;
1965 is reasonzble ip view of the apparent ibcompatibiii:y-of the

utility's current installations with those contemplated by the City of
| Westminster and the imminent 11kelihood o‘ the acquiS;t*on of Dyke
Wazer Company'’s *emainxng properties by the City on or. before October
1, 1965.

The petition wiil be granted to the extent provided-By the

- ensuing order.

A public hearing is not mnecessary.
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IT IS ORDERED that Ordering Paragraph 7(C) of Decision
No. 67497 herein is modified to the extent only that the condition
therein for installation by Dyke Wéter Coumpany of not less than 100
meters per month for ten covsecutive calendar months, comehcing
with the month of August, 1964 > is abrogated during the calendar_
month of September, 1965; in all other respects the prévisi'obsz of
said Ordering Paragraph 7(C) shall be and remain in full force and

effect until further order of the Commission.

The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof,

Dated at _Son Franelscs , California, this F




