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Decision No. 69636' ------
BEFORE !HE PUBLIC UIILITIES COMMISSION OF !HE S~IEOF ~LIFORNIA 

In the Matter of Application of 
DYKE, WAXER COMPANY, a corporation~ 
for ~uthorization to increase its 
:rates charged ,for water service. 

) 
) 
) 
) 

----------------------------) ) 
Investigation OD the Co~ssion's ) 
oWDmo:iolJ into, the ratcs,~ rules, ) 
:regulations~ contracts, operations ) 
arlO practices pertai.:liDg to :md ) 
involving water~~extensions ) 
of D'l'I<E WAIER COMPANY, a public ) 
utility' tt1ater corpora.tioD_, ) 

---------------------------) 

Applicatio:c No. 39303 

Case No,. 5841 
Order to', Show cause 

(cOntempt) 

ORDER MODIFYING DECISION NO. 67497 

Dyke Water Company, by a petition filed August 30, 1965) 

requests 3D order modifYing Ordering Paragraph 7(C) of Decision 

No. 67497 herein, to the extent that the company be relieved of the 

requirement of installing wa.ter meters in its remaining water system 

during the month of' September, 1965, cmd that UPOD transfer of its 

total remaini%ig ~ater system to, the City, of. Westminster 0:1 or before. 

October l~ 1965 petitioner be :elieved of the meeeriDgrcqu1rement 

perrllC'.tlently. Petitioner further requests that the Com:niSSiOIl resei'DQ 

that part of Order1Ilg Paragraph 7 (C) which imposes the addi tioIlal 

peDalty of imprisonment for its officers, for the reason that sub

stantial compliatlee with the mc~eritlg eODditiotl inParagr.aph 7{C), 

petitio'oer alleges, has been ~ehieved. 

Ordering Puagraph 7{ C) of Decis1o::l No. 67497 imposes the 

peDalty of imprisOXlme%lt 0:) officers of Dyke vlater CompaIly ~ 1:0 

~cd1tion to fi~es imposed iIl another portioIl of OrderiIlg Paragraph 7, 

for cO:ltempt of the Commission in f~ling ~dre=usiDg to1nstitute 

a mc:ering program .l.:)d install meters as di=ceted': by DocisioIl 
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No. 59828 herei~, dated V~ch 22, 1960 (Decision No~ 67497, Ordering 

Paragraph 2 - Second Offetlse); provided that if Dyke Wa~er' Cotlpa:cy, 

in addition to· me:eriDg all tlew service cODJ:eetioXls, should inseall 

not less thaD 100 meters per month for teXl consecutive months com

mctlcing with the motlth of August, 1964", thetl the CommissiOtJ, UpOD 

the filing of periodic satisfactory evidence of such iDstallation, 

would by further order rescind the add:C.eioDal pUDisbmeDt imposecl' by 
, .' 

Ordering Paragraph 7 (C) • 

!he conteQpt order was stayed· petlding unsuccessful pro

ecediXlgs by the compa:oy" eODcluded April 26, 1965, to have the order 

reviewed by the Supreme Courts of california axld 1:he UXlited States. 

The fines imposed by that order have been paid. 

Petitioner alleg~s that its requests are warranted because 

the major portions of its water systen affected by the original 

meteritlg order axld· by the provisio1)s of Orderit'lg Pa:cagraph 7(C) have 

bee:l acquired by the Cities of Atlaheim a=ld Garden Grove, pursuant to 

Commission authoriz~tioD, aDd the two cities have taken over the 

responsibility of meteri:og all services :.t:o the systems. so Oleqc:Lrcci. 

Petitioner further alleges that: prior to expir3tion of 

stays of DecisioXl No. 67497 it laUtlcheo a metering program" com- . 

mencing it) February, 1965" to install 100 meters per mo~1:h on its 

:emaini1'lg flat'::ate services; it itlstalle<! 96 meters on such services 

iXl Febru~, 104 itl March aDd 100 each mo:cth since March; by Septembe. 
-1, 1965 a tot~l of 700 of the 1,000 mete:s directed to beitlstalled 

~der Oracri:ng. Paragraph 7 (C) will have beell illstalled on the rema:tn

ing portioll of its syst~ in the Westminster area, which serves 4,233 

customers of which 1,963 w:C!.l have been metered as of Septem.ber 1, 

1965. 

Petitioner alleges that the City of West=i~ste:, beeause 

of il'lcompatibility of D7kewa~er ComPa:lY's meter installations with 
. . " .. ' 
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those plant!ed by the City aDd havit!g it! milld its impeudillg> acquisitio:c 

of the Dyke system, desires petitioner to defer further i:csta11ation ' 

of meters o:c existi:og flat rate services tmti1 transfer of the system 

CaD be effected, at which time the City will take over respoDsibility 

for ceterillg. The City of Westminster 7 by a letter ~o Dyke Water 

Comp.tlDy, dated August 27, 1965 (p~tition~ Exhibit 1) ,has :llldic.ated 

that it proposes to complete the acquisition, by October 1, 1965 aDO 

that it would be advaDtageous to defer further meter installatio:cs 

UDtil the purchase has beeD completed. 

Pctitioller a~so alleges that the Orange Coune.Y Water 

District, which has long been co:occrned with the metering issue iD 

Dyke Water Company ~roceediDgs before the Commissio:o, has indicated 

that it has DO objeeti~ to the proposed deferment of metering by 

Dyke duriDgthe mo:cth of September, ill view of the impeXlding aequi

sitio:o of the system by the City of Westmi:cster. A letter to Dyke 

Wa.ter Company from the District, dated August 30, 1965, while con

sisteDt with petitioDer's allegatioD, concludes with the statemeDt 

that it is understood "that in the event the traDsfer is DOt comp1ete4, 

Dyl<e Water Compc'l1'lY will resume ODor before October 1, 1965. the 

meteri.ng progr.am as ordered by the Public trti 1i ties Commission"," 

(Petitiot:!, Exhibit 2.) 

.' 

• 1.' .~,. 

We find ~d cOt:lclude that the requested deferment of Dyke 

Wa~er Compatly's meter iDsta.llatioD program for the XIlOt:lth of September; 

1965 is reaso:cable it:! view of the apparetlt incompatibility of the 

utility' $ curretlt i1'lstallatiot:ls with those cO'Dtemplated by the City of 

WestmiDster aDd the immi~e~t likelihood of the aequis1eiot:l of Dyke 

W~:er Company's remainingpropert!es, by the City on'or before Oetober 

1, 1965. 

The petition will be gratlted to the extent provided by the 

e21l;u:ttlg order. 

A public hearillg is :cot necess.a:ry. 
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OR.DER "' __ "'_1IiIIIIIa. 

IT IS ORDERED that Ordering Paragraph 7(C) of Decisioc 

No. 67497 herein is modified to the extent only that the condition 

therein for installation by Dyke Water Company of not less than 100 

meters per month for ten consecutive calendar months, commencing 

with the mOl'lth of August, 1964, is abrogated during the calendar 

month of September, 1965; in all other respects the provisions of 

said Ordering Paragraph 7 (C) shall be arlo remain i1) full force and 

effect until further order of the Commission. 

The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof. 
~ Da.ted at S:ln Fr:I.ndlco , Ca11forDia, this._ .... R ____ _ 

day Of ____ S_E_?T_E_M_8E_R ___ , 1965,. 


