ORICINAL

Decision No. 69750

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application )
of the COUNTY OF ORANGE to ) .
Construct a Temporary State g Application No. 47715
highway acxross the Right of Way - Filed June 29, 19465
of the Pacific Electric Railway g -
Company near Anaheim Bay.

A. C. Wahlstedt, Jxr., for applicant.

Randolph Karr and Alan L. Freedman, for
the Pacific Electric Rallway Company,
protestant.

W. F. 2ibbard and Johm Ukleja, for the
Comr..ssion stagff.

OPINION

By the application the County of Orange (County) seeks
authority to comszruct two temporary crossings at grade over the
singie line of track of the Pacific Electric Railway Company,
aow the Southexrn Pacific Coupany (Railway) near the City of
Seal Beach in Oxahge County, California.

The applicant will pay all costs including whatever
protec¢tion is oxrdered and the costs of paving the crossing.

Public hearings were held before Zxaminer Rogers in
Los Angeles on August 11 and 12, 1965. On the latter date
submission was deferred pending the filing of comcurrent briefs
on or before August 27, 1965. No briefs were filed by said date
and the matter was submitted. Ie& is ready for decision.

The Pacific Coast Eighway, (Highway) in the vicinity
of the sites of the proposed crossings, is Immediately contiguous
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to and comcentric with the Railway's single line of track,
(Exhibits Nos. 2 and 7). Both cross an inlet to Sunset Bay on
bridge stzuctures at approximately the same level. The Department

of Public Woxrks of the State of California (Department),in con-

junction with the County, intends to raise the existing Highway

bridge across the Bay. In oxrder to accomplish this, it is
necessary that the vehicular traffic on the Highwa§ be diverted
during comstruction of the permanent bridge. It is estimated
that this comstruction will take not to exceed 18 months. To
the south and west of the existing bridge and on the ocean side
there exists the remainder of a fbrmer highway with a partial
bridge structure. Pending construction of the new bridge the
County will divert traffic acxoss the Railway and on to the old
highway thus bypassing the existing bridgef

The reason for the raising of the Highway bridge is to
permit the development of a2 marina noxth and east of the Highway
and the Railway.

The Railway is on the ocean side of the Righway and
the County plans to construct a detour which will cross the
Railway at two points approximately 3,400 feet apart, (Exhibit
No. 11l). At the two proposed crossings the Railway and the
Eighway are at approximately the same gtade. The existing
Highway is 44 feet in width and the proposed detoux will be
48 feet in width. The witness for the County testified that
visibility at each of the proposed crossings would be apprbxi-
mately 1,000 feet.

The traffic on the existing Highway is between 30,000
and 40,000 vehicles per day. The vehicular speed on the detour
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over the proposed crossings will be restricted to 45 miles per
hour.

The rail line sexves only one plant, the Dow Chemical
Company in Seal Beach, a short distance north of the proposed
crossings. The speed limit of the txains is 20 miles pexr bour
and trains are operated at any time of the day or night. The
average traffic is approximately 80 cars in each direction per
yeaxr. These cars are usually ome car to a train but on occasions
there are two oxr three cars to a txain. The items transported
include hydrochloric acid and chlorine gas.

A witness for the Railway recommended that the crossings
‘be protected with No. 8 flaching light signals together with
automatic gates. His reasons imcluded the faet that thexe is
to be a four-lane detour and highway which means that some of
the inside vehicles will not have good visibility and the heavy
traffic on the Highway.

The County has requested that the Commission act on
the application at the earliest possible time in order to ex-
pedite the commencement of construction on the detour and the

completion of the main Eighway.

Findings
Upon the record herein the Commission finds that:
1. The County of Orange and the Lepartment of Public Works
of the State of California contemplate raising and widening a
bridge on Pacific Coast Highway over Sumset 3ay.
2. The present vehicular traffic on the Highway over the

bay bridge is between 30,000 and 40,000 vebicles per day.
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3. The Highway is iﬁmédiately contiguous to the Railway
at the bridge site. The Railway is on the ocean side of the
Highway. The annual xail traffic is approximately 80 cars pex
yeaxr in one and sometimes two ox three cax trains. Rail move-
ments are at any time of the day or night. Chemicals, including
chloxine gas and hydxbchloric acid are carried on the xail line.
Train speed is 20 miles pex houx.

4. The County desires to use a partially existing bridge
and road on the ocean side of the existing Highway for the pux-
pose of bypassing the existing Highway bridge during comstrxuction
of a mew bridge. It is estimated it will take not to exceed
18 months to construct the new bridge. The temporary road will
cxoss the Railway at two places approximately 3,400 feet apart.
The Railway and the Highway are at approximately the same grade.

5. The County will pay for any protection and paving
across the Railway as required by this Commission.

6. Public convenience and necessity require that temporary
crossings be authorized as proposed by the application.

7. Public health, safety and welfare require that the
crossings be protected by Standard No. 8 flashing light signals
(Genexal Oxder No. 75-B) supplemented by automatic crossing gates

and 20,000 lumen mercury vapor lights dufing the comstruction of
the Highway.

Conclusion

The Commission concludes that the application should
be granted; that the crossings should be protected and the costs
apportioned as specified in the order herein; and that the

effective date of the order should be the date herecof.
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IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The County of Orange Zs hereby authorized to comstruct
two temporary crossings at gréde across the tracks and right of way
of Southern Pacific Company, formerly the Pac¢ific Electric Railway

C Company, at the iocations as‘sbown in the application and.on Exhiois
No. 11 in this proceeding to be identified as Pacifiq Coast Highway,
U. S. 101 (Crossings Nos. 6E-24.7 and 6E-25.2). The width of each
cxossing shall be 48 feet and grodes of approach mot greater thag
2 percent and 3 percent, respectively, in accordance with the above
exhibit. Construction shall be equal or superior to Standard No. 2
of Gemexzal Order No. 72. Protection at each crossing shall be two
Standard No. 8 flashing light signals (General Order No. 75-B)
supplemented by automatic crossing gates and two 20,000 lumen
mexcury vapor lights.

2. Construction costs shall be borme by the County of Orange.

3. Maintenance costs of the crossings outside lines two feet
outside of the outside rails shall be borme by the County of Orange
and between sald limes by the Southern Pacific Ccmpény.

4, Upon completion of the raising and widening of the bridge
on Pacific Coast Highway over Sunset Bay, the above twb Crossings
Nos. 6E-24.7 and 6E-25.2 shall be abandoned and physically removed.

Within thirty doys aftexr completion pursuant to this
ordex, applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing.
This authorization shall expire 1f not exercised within

one year unless time be extended or 1f above conditions are not
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complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public

convenience, necessity or safety so require.

The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco , California, this 7%
e fok e , 1965. |

Tommissioner Poter T. MitcHeIY, Tsing

necessarily absent, did not participate

. in the Qizposition of this proceeding.




