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. OR~C~IAl 
Decision No. 69750 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTII.ITIES COMMISSION OF TIiZ ST,ATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the YJAtter of the Application ) 
of the COUNTY OF ORANGE to ) 
Construct a Tempora-ry State ) 
Highway ac-ross the Right of Way ) 
of the Pacific Elect-ric Railway ) 
Company nea-r Anaheim Bay. ) 

Application No. 47715 
Filed June 29', 1965· 

A. C. Wah1stedt, Jr., fo-r applicant. 
RandOlph Karr and Alan L .. Freedman, for 

the Pacific Electr~c Railway COmpany, 
p-rotestant. 

VI. F. ?.ibbard and John Uldeja, for 1:he 
co~.lssion s·taff. 

By the application the County of Orange (County) seeks 

authority to cons'l:'t'Uct two tempora-ry Cl:ossings at grade over the 

single line of t-rack of the Pacific Electric Railway Company, 

~ow the Southern Pacific Co~pany (Railway) near the City of 

Seal Beach in 07:a.nge County, California. 

The applicant will pay all costs including wh~tever 

protection 1.& ordered and the costs of pavine the crossing. 

Public bearings we're held before Examiner Rogers in 

Los Angeles on August 11 and 12, 1965. On the latter date 
..-

submission was de:erl:ed pending the filing of concurrent briefs 

on or befo-re August 27, 1965. No ·l:>riefs were filed by said date 

and 'the mattel: was sublUitted. lot. is l:eady for decision .. 

The Pacific Coast Highway, (Rigbway) in the vicinity 

of the sites of the proposed c-rossings, is imme<iiately coneiguous 
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to and concentric with the Railway's single line of track, 

(Exhibits Nos.. 2 and 7).. Both cross an inlet to Sunset Bay on 

bridge st':uct'Ul:es at approxima:tely the same level.. '!he Department 

of Public v1or~ of the S1:ate of California (Iiepa:rtment);, in con

junction with the County, intends to raise the e"..iseing HigmJay 

bridge across the Bay. In order to accomplish this, it is 

necessary that the vehicular traffic on the Highway be diverted 

during construction of the permanent bridge.. It is estimated 

that this construction will take not to exceed 18 months. To 

the south and west of the existing bridge and on the ocean side 

there exists the remainder of a former highway with a partial 

bridge structure. Pending construction of the new bridge the 

County will divert traffic across the Railway and on to the old 

highway thus bypassing the existing bridge. 

The reason for the raising of the Highway bridge is to 

permit the development. of a marina noreh and east of the Highway 

and the Railway. 

The Railway is on t.be ocean side of the Bigbway and 

the County plans to construct a detour which will cross the 

Railway at 1:WO points approximately 3.400 feet apart, (Exhibit 

No. 11).. At the two proposed crossings the Railway and the 

l-!ighway are at approximately the same grade.. !be existing 

Highway is 44 feet in width and the proposed detour will be 

48 feet in width.. !be witness for the County testified that 

visibility at each of the proposed crossings would be approxi

mately 1,000 feet. 

The traffic on the existing Highway is between 30,000 

and . 40) 000 vehicles pex day _ The vehicular speed on the detour 
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oveX' the proposed crossings will be restricted to 45 miles per 

hour . 

The rail line serves only one plant, the Dow Chemical 

Company in Seal Beach, a short distance north of the proposed 

crossings. The speed limit of the trains is 20 miles per hour 

and trains arc operated ae any time of the day or night. The 

average txaffie is approximately 80 cars in each direction per 

yeax. These cars are usually one car to a train but on occasions 

thcxe are two OX' three cars to a train. '!he items trmsported 

include hyd:ochloric acid and chlorine gas. 

A witness for the Railway recommended that the crossings 

.be protected with No.8 flashing light: signals together with 

automatic gates. His %easons included the fact that there is 

to be a four-lane detour and highway which means that some of 

the inside vehicles will not have good visibility and the heavy 

traffic on the Highway. 

The County has requested that the Commission act on 

the application at the earliest possible ttce in order to ex

pedite the commencement of construction on the .detour and the 

completion of tbemain Highway. 

Findings 

Upon the record herein the Commission finds that: 

1. The County of Orange and the :Cepartment of Public V1orl~ 

of the State of California contemplate raising and widening a 

bridge on Pacific Coast Highway over Sunse't'3ay. 

2. !be present vehicular traffic on tbe.HiBhway over the 

bay bridge is between 30,000 and 40,000 vehicles per day •. 
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3. The Highway is immediately con~iguous to the Railway 

at the bridge site. The Railway is on the ocean side of the 

Highway. The annual rail traffic is approximately 80 cars per 

year in one and sometimes two or 1:hree ca.:r trains. Rail move

ments are at any time of the day or night. Chemicals,) including 

chlorine gas and hydrochloric acid are carried on the rail line. 

Train speed is 20 miles per hour. 

4. The County desires to usc a partially existing bridge 

and road on the ocean side of the existing Highway for the pur

pose of bypassing the existing Highway bridge during conseruction 

of a new bridge. It is estimated', it will tal(C not to exceed 

l8 mon1:hs to construct the new bridge. 'l'be temporary road will 

cross the Railway at two places approximately 3,400 feet apart. 

The Raib:ay and the Highway are at approximately the same grade" 

5. l'be County will pay for any p:ro'tection and paving, 

across the Railway as required by this Commission. 

6. Public convenience and neceSSity require that temporary 

crOSSings be authorized as proposed by the application. 

7. Public health, safety and welfare require that the 

crOSSings be protected by Standard No. 8 flashing light signals 

(General Order No. 75-B) supplemeneed by automaeic crossing gates 

and 20,000 lumen mc:reury vapor lights during the c:onst:ruction of 

the Highway. 

Conclusion 

The Commission concludes tbnt the application should 

be granted; that the crossings should be protected and the costs 

apportioned as specified in the order herein; and that the 

effective date of the order should be the date hereof. 
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o R D E R ... -~-.-
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The County of Orange is hereby authorized to construct 

two temporary crossings at grade across the tracks and right of way 

of Southern Pacific Company, formerly the Pacific Electric Railway 

C Company, at the locations ss $bown in the 8ppl~cD~ion ~nd on Exhibi: 

No. 11 in this proceeding. to be identified as Pacific Coast Highway, 

u. s. 101 (Crossings Nos. 6E-24.7 and 6E-25.2). The width of eacb 

crossing sball be 4S feet snd grad~s of approacb noc.greaeer than 
1 

2 percent and S percent, respectively, in accordance with the above 

exhibit. Construction shall be equal or superior to Standard No. 2 

of Gene:al Order No. 72. Protection at each crOSSing shall be two 

Standard No. 8 flasbing light signals (General Order No. 75-B) 

supplemented by automatic crossing gates and two 20,000 lUlXletl 

mercury vapor lights. 

2. Construction costs shall be borne by the County of Orange. 

S. Y~intenance costs of the crossings outside lines ~~ feet 

outside of the outside rails shall be borne by the County of Orange 

and between Stlid lines by the Southern Pacific Company. 

4. Upon completion of the raising and widening of the bridge 

on Pacific Coast Highway over Sunset Bay, the above ewo Crossings 

Nos. 6E .. 24.7 and 6E-25·.2 shall be abandoned and physically removed. 

Within thirty cLoys after completion pursuant to this 

order, applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

one year unless time be extended or if above conditions are not 
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complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 

convenience, necessity or safety so require. 

The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof. 

Da ted at ____ San __ Fran __ dseo......; ____ , Ca lifornia, this .5 ".t-4 

day of ___ --'I?c .... c:..,;6...;:;tI;.;,;o,t..;;o,~~ __ , 1965. 
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