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Decision No~ 69779 
-......;;~---

BEFORE !HE PUBLIC UTILITIES COr~SSION OF THE STAlE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the V~tter of the Application of ) 
THE ATCHISON> TOPEKA AND, SP-mA FE ) 
RAILV1AY COMPANY, a corporation, for ) 
authority to discontinue agency service ) 
at its station at l1iddle River, County ) 
of ~n Joaquin, State of CalifOrnia, ) 
and to remove its station buildiDg ) 
therefroo. ~ 

Application No. 47595 
CFiled May 17, 1965) 

John J. Balluff and Hep;y M .. ~.foffat, for 
applicant. , 

Raltb D. Norton, for Transportation-Cocoun!cation 
·t:lp!oyees Union, protestant. 

Kenneth G. Soderlund, for the Coooission staff. 

OPINION 
~- .......... ---

The Atchison, Topel(a and Santa Fe Railw.-ay COt:lpany 

(hereinafter callecl Santa Fe) seeks herein authority to discontinue 

agency service at i~s Middle River st~tion in San Joaquin County, 

'. "nd to reoove its station building thercfrooo 

A duly noticed public bearing was held in this ~ttcr 

before Exaoiner Jarvis at Stockton on August 26, 1965, and the 

oatter was suboitted on that date" The Transportation Cot:lO.unica­

tion Eoployees Union appeared in protest of the applieatiouo 

However, it offereci. no evidence, anc. its participation consisted 

of eoss-exaDining witnesses produced by Santa Feo No witnesses 

appeared in opposition to the applicat10no 

Middle River is presently operated as a seasonal agency. 

This Coc:liss1ou;p in Decision No. 44915 (Application Noo 31679);p 

~nt:ered on October 17, 1960;p authorized Santa Fe to discontinue 
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agency se:rvice during the oonths of March through June. 'l'be 

record herein indicates that no passenger~ express or telegraph 

service is provided at Middle River. Less-than-carload sbiptlcnts 

are not presently handled by rail, but by a Santa Fe.subs1diary~ 

Santa Fe Trail Transportation Cccpany. If the application is 

granted, there would be no change in the present handling of 

1e ss-than-carload shipoents .• 

The evidence indicates that no carload shipccnts were 

received at Middle River during the years 1963 and 1964. In 1963, 

226 carload shipoents were forwarded during the period when the 

agency was open and 240 were forwarded during the sfcilar period 

in 1964. If agency service is discontinued at Middle River, Santa 

Fe proposes to orient the business presently handled there' to 

Stocl~ton, which is 13.4 ciles east or to Holt~ which is 5.5 dIes 

east. Tbe closest agency to the west is Kn1ghtsen, which is 8.2 

dles distant. The Middle River agency has one agent and operates 

five days a week fron 9 a.o. to 6 p.o~ and is closed one houT. for 

the agent to have lunch. The Stockton agency has 25 eoployees and 
':r 

is open 24 hours a .1ay, seven days a week, including holidaY~. 

During June of 1965, when no agent was on duty, Santa Fe forwarded 

65 loaded cars froo Middle River in a~nner satisfactory to the 

shippers. 

The Coocission nal(Cs the following finding and 

conclusions. 

Finding of Fact 

Public convenience and necessity no longer require the 

t:l.ointenance by Santa Fe of an agency at !1iddle River, San Joaq:uin 

County, california. 
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Conclusions of Law 

1. Santa Fe should be authorized to discontinue its agency 

at Middle R.iver. 

2. Santa Fe should be authorized to recove its station 

building froo l1iddle River. 

ORDER .... --~~ 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Coopany is 

authorized to discontinue its agency at ~dGdle River, San Joaquin 

County, California, subject to the followi~g conditions: 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Applicant shall oaintain said station in a 
nonagency status for the receipt or delivery 
of freight in any quantity, carload or less~ 

Within one hundred twenty days after the 
effective date hereof and not less than ten 
days prior to the discontinuance of the agency 
at !1iddlc River, applicant shall post a 
notice of such ¢1scontiuuance at the station 
and, within one hundred ewenty days after the 
effective date hereof and on not less than 
ten days' notice to the Co=cission and to 
the public, applicant shall file in duplicate 
acendccnts to its tariffs showinz the change 
authorized herein and shall oake reference 
in such notice and tariffs to this decision 
as authority for the changeso In no event 
shall the agent be reooved, pursuant to the 
authority hereinabove granted, earlier than 
the effective date of the tariff filings 
required hereunder. 

Within thirty days ~fter discontinuance of 
service as herein authorized, applicant 
shall, in writing, notify this Cocciss1on 
thereof and of coopliance with the'above 
conditions. 
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2. The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Coopany 'CIJY 

reoove its station buileins at Middle River, San Joaquin County, 

California, after it has exercised the authority granted by 

paragraph 1 of this order and has cooplied with the conditions 

thereof. 

'!'be effective oste of this order shall be twenty days 

after the date hereof. 

Dated at __ -:;Sa:;:a::::.n..::Fr&n.,,:;.;_d!;;.;.~.:.::o;..· __ , California, this /g~ 

day of _~QQlC.&.lIQ .... 8r.AERw--__ ' 1965. 

CODClss1oners 

Commissioner Peter E. ll1 tchell.be1ng 
noces~1ly absent. did not participate 
1tl tl'le d1spoSi tior! or this proceeding. 


