Decision No._ 69849 m R MB[] NA"

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
SUNSET RAILWAY COMPANY, a corporation,
for authority to discoptinue agency
sexvice at its stationm at Taft,
County of Kern, State of Californmia,
and to remove its station building
therefrom. :

Application No. 47588
(Filed May 17, 1965)
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Johnn J, Balluff and Hemry M. Moffat, for applicant.

Pete Gianopulos, for the City of Taft; Stephen K,
Kennedy, for the Taft Chamber of Commerce; Civde
Peavyhouse, for the Taft Real Estate Board; Keith
A. Vose and Jack Panick, for Transportation
Communicaticn Employees Union, protestants.

James R, Ritchie, for the Commission staff.

QPINION

A'duly noticed public hearing was held before Examiner Powexr

at Taft on July 13, 1965 and the matter was suomitted.

The Sunset Railway Company is operated jointly by The
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company and Southern Pacific
Company. Each ¢£ these railroads takes over the operation for alter~
nate periods of five years, The Railway is currently being operated
by Santa Fe. Op January 1, 1967, Southern Pacific will take over for
the ensuing five years.

Taft is the cnly agency station on this railway. There axe
a number of other statjons on it besides Taft but 21l of these are
non-agency stations.

Applicant presented seven witmesses. Of these, three were
Santa Fe cmployeces and one each represented Southern Pacific, Pacific
Motor Trucking and REA Express Company, with ope public witness.
A representative of the Taft Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor of that
City testified ip opposition. The evidence including the documentary

evidence (15 exhibits) developed the facts recited below.
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The Taft Station was opened in 1909. It is now open forty
hovrs a week, eight hours a day, Monday through Friday. It is pro-
posed to service Taft from the Bakersfield Santa Fe Agency. This
station has an agent, an assistant agent and thirty cmployees. It is
open twenty~four hours a day amnd seven days per week. Santa Fe will
provide all interexchange telephone receiving service f%om Taft.

In times past, the applicant’'s witnesses stated, an agent
had many funetions thiat nmow are handled by other people or in other
ways. Among these were the sale of passenger tickets, train orders,
the handling of mail, express and less~than-carload freight and the
sexvicing of carload freight., At present the Taft Agency provides
only the carload service.

REA Express has its own office in Taft and express comes
from Bakersfield on a bus line, Mail moves on the same line., Less-
than~carload freight service is provided by Pacific Motor Trucking
Company in substituted service, 7This company has a contract agent in
Taft., Western Union Telegraph Co. has its own office in Tafe,

This leaves carload freight and train orxders. At the present
time Taft is a train order station. However, applicant contends that
this funmetion is not really necessary because the Santa Fe‘(abd

Southern Pacific) locomotives are equipped with two-way radio and the

dispatcher can communicate directly with the train crew for the

issuance of instructions.

Carload freight in Taft arrives in a train that comes from
Bakersfield three days a week., This train makes a xround ﬁrip, begin-
ring and ending at Bakersfield. There is pever moxre thap opoe train
op the line at a tire. The entire operation is within yard limits.

As a result the train order fupctior has lost its importance.
The carload traffic to and from Taft was developed in various

exhibits. In 1963, eighteen carloads were forwarded; in 1964, the
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figure was thirteen and in the first four months of 1965 it was six.
Carloads received were much more pumerous, reaching 520 cars in 1963,
574 in 1964 and 213 in the first four months of 1965, The monthly
averages for the time periods were, forwarded, 1.5, 1.1 and 1.5,
respectively; received, 43.3, 47.8 and 53.3, respectively. It will
be noted that the Santa Fe exhibit which formed the basis of the pre-
ceding péxagraph indicates a tendency of business to increase at

Taft. However, the Commission finds no evidence that there will be

enough business in the foreseeable future to justify an agency at

Taft.

Santa Fe reports revenue assignable to Taft station of
$65,011.53 for 1963 and $75,092.35 im 1964. Santa Fe also intro-
duced an exhibit relating to the potential sa;ings. It is not‘
complete, however, and has little probative force,

Santa Fe proposes to serve Taft in various ways; the
selection of a particular way being up to the shipper. Ome of these
will be to provide a bill of ladimg box on the shipper's premises.
Another ore iz to have the freight c¢onductor sign shipping documents.
Some shippers will be allowed to seal their own cars.

Southern Pacific's witpess testified that, when they take
over, the same services will be handled in the same way. The
Southern Pacific's establishment at Bakersfield is slightly.iarger
than Santa Fe's. ,

Protestants made two points. Ome of these was that the
Taft area is growing and the prospects are for ap increasze of rail-
road busipess, Special reference was made to the construction of a
punping station for the State water plan which will probably require
many carloads of inbound freight.

A second question was raised in commection with oxder
bills of lading and damage inspections. There seems to be no ques-

tion that these will be handled less expeditiously.
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It is clear that there is pnot epough work to keep an agent
busy even half time, There will be establishments in Taft to handle
express and less-than-carload freight.

It is true that the Railway will, if the station is closed,

be able to render an adequate service at Taft, It must be borve in

mind also that the duty of a common carrier is to CATTY PrOperty
promptly and safely. It does not include the pecessity of rendering
the service by any specific method or through certais specific
classifications of employees.
The Commission finds that:
1. Public gonvenienée and mecessity no longer requize the

naintenance by Sunset Railway Company of an agency at Taft, Kezn
County.

2. After the terminatioo of the agency at Taft, the station
building there will not be needed in the public service.

The Commission conmcludes that the applicatibg.should.be
granted,

IT IS ORDERED that:
l. Sunset Railway Company is authorized to discontinue its
agency at Taft, Kern County, subject to the following conditions:

a. Sunset Railway Company shall maintain said station
: in a pom-agency status £or the receipt or delivery
of freight inm any quantity, carload or less.

b. Within one hundred twenty days after the effective
date hercof and not less than ten days prior to
the discontinuance ¢of the agency at Taft, Kern
County, applicant shall post a notice of such
discontinuance at the statiop and, within one
hundred twenty days after the effective date hercof
and on not less than ten days' notice to the
Commission and to the publie, applicant shall file
in duplicate amendments to its tariffs showing the
change authorized herein and shall make reference
in such notice and tariffs to this decision as
authority for the chapges. In no event shall the
agent be removed, pursuant to the authority
hereinabove granted, eaxrlier than the effective
date of the tariff filipgs required hereunder.
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Within thirty days after discontinuance of service
as herein authorized, applicant shall, in writing,
notify this Commission thereof and of compliance
with the above conditions.

2. After the authority granted by paragraph 1 of this order
has been exercised and the conditions thereof have been complied
with, Sunset Railway Company may remove its station building at
Taft.

The effective date of this oxder shall be twenty days after
the date herxeof.

Dated at Sar_Proneises , California, this
2 47%. day of OCTQBER

Commissionexrs

FREDERICK B. BEOLLCZOTT
President
PETER E. MITCEELL
GEORGE G. GROVER
A W, GATOV
Commisaionery

Commissioner Williom :ﬂ.-Bo:inct‘t;,. bb:!.ng,
necessarlly absent, aid mot participate
in the disposition of this proceeding.




