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Deci.sion No. 69851 

BEFORE !HE PUBLIC UtILITIES COMt1lSSION OF THE STAtE OF C.tU.IFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of ~7AI.TER F. PEtERS, .an individual, ) 
doing business as PETERS TROC!( LINES, ) 
for authority to depart from minimum ) 
rates, rules and regulations appli
cable in connection~th certain 
transportation. 

Application No. 47969 
(Filed October 13, 1965) 

OPINION _ ... --.-, .... - ...... 

Applicant, a radial highway common carrier, seeks authority 

'i:O charge and assess rates less than the established m!nimum rates 

for the transportation of potatoes from Macdoel and points within 15 

miles of Macdoel to Sacramento, Santa Rosa, Monterey, Stockton, 

MOdesto and points witninthe San Francisco Eay area. 

The application states that applicant has transported 

potatoes for the shippers named in the application for many years. 

These shippers have advisedapplicaot that the minimum rates estab

lished for the transportation here in question are too high in' 

comparison with interstate rates available from competitive growing 

areas near Macdoel, but located :i.n Oregon. The application alleges 

that the interstate movement· of potatoes is not su1>j e<::t to regulation 

and that rates are negotiated between shippers and earriers; and that 

the shippers for whom the transportation :i.s to be performed have ' 

stated that unless rates competitive with those applicable to inter

state movements are made avai.lable from Y~cdoel, the shippers will 

discontinue purch~siDg potatoes in the ~~cdoel' area for movement eo. 

California points., 
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!be application recites that applicant has investigated the 

rate situation from Oregon to California and has determined that the 

rates available from Oregon to California are l~er than those 

established as minimum and are also lower than the rates applicant 

seeks to charge. The application states that th~ shippers have 

advised applicant that if h~ procures the authority sought herein 
• A . -.'( 

they will continue to ~(e their purchases in California and will 

ship their potatoes from the Macdoel growing area via applicant. 

The application avers that applicant has made a preliminary 

cost study and is convinced that the rates propos cd in the applieation 

will be reasonable and that the C'"histing minimum rates, all ~acts 

conSidered, are too high; applieant presently has in the course of 

preparation a cost study which will be completed shortly and which 

he ~nll file in this proceeding immediately upon completion; during 

the past several potato seasons a?plie~t has· transported potatoes for 

the n.;ul1ed shippci:-s from the area ~ri.tb.in 15 miles of Macdoel to the 

destinations indicated in Exhibit 1 to 'the, application and this 

tran~portation has produced an annual gross revenue t~ him in excess 

of $100,000; and the loss of this revenue would adversely: and 

seriously:affect applicant's earnings and his operating ratio •. 

The application states that the potato shipping sea~n is 

already UXlder way"and potatoes W"lll continue to be shipped £~:r a . . 

limited tice> so the need for the relief here requested.is immediate 

and uxgent. Applicant requests that immediate ~ parte action be 

tcl~en on this applieation to grant the relief hererequested'pending 

the filing of a formal cost study and the sUbmission of evidence on 

any heZlring deemed necessary. Assertcdly> unlcs::;. this 13 done, 

applicant will lose this traffic and the potatoes will move from 

Oregon with the resultant serious loss of revenue to applicant. 

-2-: 



e 
,_ A. ~47969 ab 

The Commission's Transportation Division recorrzmendS that 

the relief sought be immediately granted on an interim basis, pending 

decision on evidence to be adcluced at a publie hearing. 

Upon consideration of the facts and special circumstances 

alleged herein, the Commission concludes that the proposed rates 

should be authorized until April 1, 1966, pending evidence to be 

adduced at a public heariDg. !he COCtlission finds· that the proposed 

rates will be reasonable pending such consideration and disposition. 

ORDER 
-~-~-

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. "1jTalter F. Peters 1s authorized to transport potatoes, in 

sacks, boxes or bins, from 11acdoel and points within a radius of 15 

airline miles of Ykacdoel for the companies named and to the points 

named in Appendix A, attached hereto and by this reference made a 

part' hereof, at the rates and subject to the conditions. also set forth 

in said Appendix A. 

2. !he authority granted herein shall be subject to· cancella

tion or revision by the Commission upon consideration of evidence to 

be adduced at a public. hearing to be schedulecl; and shall, in any 

event, expire with April 1, 1966, unless otherwise ,ordered by the. 

Commission. 

This order shall be effective on the date hereof. 

D .... ~ 5&n Fra:D.d!co. cal • f . th . !")L 1.v at~ a1: _" _________ , ). orn:a.a, 1S· _-"","' ... __ 

day of ___ OC_T_OB_E_R" __ , 1965. 
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CommiSSioner W11.l1cm ].!~ Zer:nett. bo1n& 
neeessar11y~b~ent~ d1~not ~1c1pate 

1n 'tllo ~Sl>Os1 t1on· or· th1s· :proce~ 
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APPENDDC A 

APPLICATION OF RAXES 

Cartier: vlalter F. Peters 

SRIPPERS FOR ';omOSE ACCOUI~ SERVICE IS TO BE PROVIDED: 

Bob Cheyne Butte Valley Farms, Inc. 
MeDoel P:>tato Co. 
Geo. Yost 
Carl Colson Farms 
Nick'Dellis CO~, Inc~ 

~·]esley Mc:<egg 
Safeway Stores, Inc. 
IClamata Potato· Distributors, Inc. 
Surmystate·' Produce 

1. CommoditY':: 

Potat~$, fresh, in sacks, boxes or bins. 

2. Rates: 

Rates In Cents 
Per 100 Pounds 

FROM: -
Haedoel and·po1nt:s 
and places 'trl.thin 3' 
radius of 15 airline 
miles ,ofY~cd.ocl. 

TO: -
Sacr~ento ~ •••••• 

Fairfield, Suisin, 
Travis Air Base 

Richmond> Berke:tey:,9 ) 
Emeryville, Oru~land,). 
San Leandro, San ) 
Lorenzo, Hayward ) 

• • • 

• • 

.. . . 
San Francisco, 

South S~n Francisco ~ .. • • 

Santa'Rosa • • • • • • • • • 

Monterey" ,Fort Ord • • • • • • 
StocItton 

Y~desto 

. . . . . . . .'. . 

...... - .... 

45-

48 

so 

S2 

50 

55 

48 

50 

3. In all other respects the provisions of Mimmt.ml Rate Tariff 

No. 8 are applicable. 


