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Decision No. _6_9_8_6_3_ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Y~tter of the Application of ) 
~lesterIl. Motor' Tariff Bureau, Inc., a ) 
Corporation, for permission to es- ) 
tablish on behalf of certa~ of its ) 
member carriers Increased Charges ) 
for the Transportat1onof Freight ) 
Re~Uiring Low-Bed E~uipment. ) 

OPINION AND OBDER 

Application No. ~7854 
(Filed August 30, 1965) 

By this application, Western Motor Tariff Bureau, Inc. 

seeks authority to increase certain tariff rates. and charges which 

it publishes, on behalf of participating l".ighway common carriers, 

for the transportation of freight re~u1ring the use of low-bed 
. , 

0quipment. For this specialized service, rates and accessorial 

charges are published on an h01.lrly basis.. Mirumum rates for such 

transportation have not been established in lI.d.n:tmum Rate. Tariff 

No.2. 

Applicant proposes to increase the present hourly rates 

for use of equipment on this exempt traffic by approximately 

3 perc'ent and to increase the rates and charges for straight labor 

1 
T,llestern Motor Tariff Bureau, Inc., Local and Proportional Freight 
Tarifr No. 6, cal.? UooCoo No .. 11,. (J .L·. Beeler, Agent, Series) 
hereinafter re!erred to as Tariff No.6. This tari!: is filed 
on behal.f of apPl"oxitlately tw~lve (12) carriers,mostof who:l' 
are authori zed to transport .. oil, water, and gas-well outti ts and. 
supplies and certain other property :lore s~ecirically set forth: 
in said carriers' individual operative rights. 
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without equipeent by approximately 5.7 percent, and to publish 

these increaseQ rates anQ charges on five days' notice to the 

COmmission anQ to' the public. As justification for the proposed 

increases,applicant refers to the last major adjustment 1n the 
2 

rates anQ charges nameQ in MinimtJ:l Rate Tariff' No.2. 

Applicant states, that the increases inM1n1mum Rate 

Tariff No. 2 'prescribed by Decision No. 69330 aggregate approXi­

mately 3 percent insofar as eq,u1pment and labor combineQ are 

concerned anQ approximately 5.7 percent insof'ar as straight labor 

charges are concerned. Accordingly, auth.ority is sou.ght in t:ns 

application to increase the exempt rates tor lOW-bed trailer 
I 

service on the same baSis that the nonexempt rates we~e increased. 

Applicant further states that the tact the rates involved in this 

application are stateQ in terms of' hourly rates instead of' in te~ 

ot class rates should in no way preclude them fr~ beiDg susc~ptible 

to increases in rates othe~~se authorized. 

Applicant aVers that it is the policy of the Commission, 

as stated in Decision No. 62915, dated December 5, 1961, (unre­

ported), 

2 

" ••• that it is appropriate and proper that 
general commodities tor which rates have not been 
established should bear their fair share of' the in­
creased cost or performing the transportation 
services ••• 11 , 

By DeCision No .. 69330 dated June 29, 1965 (unreported)", the 
rates in Mi~um Rate Tariff No.2 were increased and highway 
common carriers were authorized to increase class rates for 
transportation of commodities for which minimum rates have not 
been established. However, authority was not granted to highway 
common carriers to increase their commodity rates ap;plicable to 
transportation of' commodities for which mjnimum rates' .bave not 
been established. 
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Applicant declares that the sought increases are urgently needed 

in order to allow the carriers involved, when transporting com­

modities requiriDg the use of low-bed equipment, to be compensated 

for their serVices ona basis that will proVide a fair return and 

so that this specific type of transportation will not be a burden 

on their other traffic. 

The application was listed on the COmmissionrs Daily 

Calendar of August 31, 1965. No objection to the granting. of 

this application has been received. 

The COmmission tinds that the proposed increases are 

justified. A public hearing is not necessary. We conclude that 

the application shoUld be granted. Applicant Will be authorized 

to publish. the proposed rates and charges on tive days' notice. 

IX IS ORDERED ,that: 

1 • Western Motor Tar1fl" Bureau., Inc., is authorized' to 

establish the increased rates and charges as proposed in.AppendiX 

A of Application No. *78~-

2. Tar1ff' publications authorized to be made as a res1JJ.t 

of the order herein ~y be made effective not earlier than five 

days' after the effective date of this order on not less than five 

days' notice to the COmmiSSion and to the pUblic. 
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3. The authority granted herein shall expire unless, 

exercised within ninety days after the effective date or'this 

order. 

This order shall becO:J.e ei'!ective twenty days after the 

date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, Callt'oX'nia, this 

October, 1965. 
day 0'£ 

COIllIll:l.ss1oners 

COmmissioner Wi1l1ru:J M. Bozmct.t.. ~1r1g 
neccS:4r!ly ~bsent. di4,not~~1c1pa~~ 
in t.bc <!1Sl>Q$1t1oJ:2 0.: tMs p:rocecd1%1&-

+ ,~ , 
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