ORICINAL

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decision No. 63867

In the Mattexr of the Application

)
of LISLE FUNERAL HOME, a California g Application No. 47893
)

corporation, for a certificate of Fiied September 13, 1965

public convenience and necessity.

OPINION

This is an application by Lisle Funeral Home, a Californis
corporation (hereinasfter referred to as Lisle), which seeks a cerﬁif-
icate of public convenience and necessity ss a passenger air carrier
(1) to conduct an aixr ambulance sexvice, (2) to conduct an air‘hearse
service, and (3) to conduct passenger service between Fresno and
Sacrament:o.l

Lisle states that the application was filéd because of the
recent enactment of the Passenger Alx Carriers Act by the Legisla-
ture. (Stats. 1965, Ch.736, Public Utilities Code Secs. 2740-2765.)
The Passenger Alr Carriers Act provides for the certification and -
regulation of intrastate passenger alr carriexs. |

The verified application avers that prior to June of 1962,

Lisle advertised to fumeral directors a service known as Lisle Airx

Hearse Service, and that at the request of families or other funeral

directors, Lisle transported corpses by air, on an on-call basis.

L Lisle calls the proposed service air taxi service, although
scheduled service is proposed. The reason for such designation
is that, under the regulations of the Tederal Aviation Agency, no
carwier with a capacity of less than 12,500 ?ounds per 2ircraft
is considered to be a common carrier. Lisle s aircraft axe under
12,500 pounds. Lisle holds operating authority from the Federal
Aviation Agency designating it as an "Aflr Taxi-Commercial
Opexator.” It is autborized to carry passengers and cargo.
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In June of 1962, Lisle commenced a service known as Lisle Air |
Ambulance Sexvice in whbich Lisle transported by aixr injured or {11
persons at the request of the person or his family, physician or
hospital. Lisle proposes to conduct these servizes, and the air
passeﬁgez service hereinaftexr discussed, under the neme Qf Lisle’
Alr Sexvices. Lisle's gross receipts ffom the air smbulance and
heurse services have, in recent months averaged about $2,500 per
month. Lisle seeks authority to provide om call air ambulance and
hearse sexrvice within California..

As indicated, Lisle also seeks autbority to cperate a
passenger sexvice between Fresno 2nd Sacramento. Tbe appl;cation
avers that presently there is no direct air tramsportation sexvice
of any kind between the two cities. United and Pacific'Air Lines
now provide sexvice between Fresmo and Sacramento, but such service
Involves stopovers of at least 45 minutes in Son Franciséo, and
sometimes a change of aircraft. Lisle states that,during a three-
month period in 1963, Pacific Air Lines provided ome direccrfiight
a day from Fresno to Sacramento, but no direct return £iight'was
furnished; that the direct Pacific flight carried, on che.éverage,
six passengers; that Pacific's experience shows the need for some
direct service between Fresmo aﬁd Sacramento,_particularlyisince
the population of each area has increased since 1963 and thét, if
Lisle transported six passengers per day, round trip, between the two
cities it would operate such service at 2 profit.

Lisle proposes to conduct operations with two Cessna

206 airplames, which it owns. The Cessna 206 can carry five pas-

sengers. Lisle has e cbntract to rent additional S-paésenger afx=-

craft as required., Flying times for the air ambulance and hearse
sexvices presently average €0 bours per month. Liqle holds appro-

priate operating authority from the Federal Aviation‘Agency. it has
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tbiee employees who are licénsed commercial pilots ﬁith instrument
ratings., 7Two of the pilots have approximately 1600 hours flying
time. The other pilot bas approximately 550 hours flying time.
Lisie presently has in force liability insurance with a limit of
$500,000 for each persom, $1,000,000 for each occurremce and $100,000
for property damage for am accident. Lisle's statement of finaneial
condition for the fiscal year ending Mhrch'SI, 1965, indicates & net
income of $38,518 for its total operation. | |

Lisle proposeé to provide a morning and evening return
flight between Fresno and Sacramento. A middéy trip would be added
if there is sufficient demand. These flights would be on route
"Wictor 23" as designateﬁ by the Fedexal Aviation Agency. Air asmbu-
lance and air hearse service would be furnished on &n on-call basis

between all points in California.?

Lisle proposes to charge $16,
plus Federal tax, for a ome-way fare-between Fresn§ and Sacramento
and $32, plus Federal tax, for a round trip. Lisle also proposeé to
charge, for air ambulance or air hesrse service, $40 pef-hou:,
including hours expended flying from its base of operations at
Fresuno, to the point‘éf pickup, plus any time expénded’to-téturn to
Fresno after deliverxy.

Copies of the application were sexved upon United and
Pacific Air Lines. No protests agsinst the applicacioﬁ bhave been

received by the Commission.

Z Thexre was some question by applicant as to whethex an aix hearse J//
service requires a certificate of public convenience and necessity.
as a passenger air carrier. It would seem that a coxpse is not -
2 passenger within contemplation of the aet. However, on occasion
someone may desire to accompany @ corpse while it is being trans-
ported. Lisle secks a certificate to cover such situations, and
others which might arise to insure that it is complying with the
provisions of law in its operations. The Commission concludes
that this is charter service and not common carrxiage.

-3-




-

A.LTE93 NB ek

The Commission makes the following findings and conclusions.

Findings of Fact

1. & public hearing is not necessary in this matter. |

2. Public convenience and necessity requixe that Lisle be
granted a certificate of public convenience and mecessity to operate
as a passenger air carrier between Fresno and Sacramento. |

3. Lisle has the ability, including financial ability, to
conduct the proposed operations. | | L

4. The public interest requires that Lisle continue to main-
tain insurance coverage of at least the following minimums:. Death
oY personal bodily injuries, of ome persom $500,000; total liability
for death or bodiiy injuries as a result of one accident, $1,000;OOO
and property damage, $100,000. | | |

Conclusions of Law .

1. Lisle should be granted a certificate of public convenience
and necessity authorizing it to operate as a passenger air carrier

for conducting passenger service between Fresno and Sacramento. -
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2. Lisle should be ordered to maintain the following minimum
insurance coverage: Death or persomal bodily injuries of one persom,

$500,000; totsl liability for death or bodily injuries as a result

of one accident, $1,000,000, and property damage, $100;000.

IT IS ORDERED that: .

1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is
granted to Lisle Funeral Home, a Californiz corporation, doing busi-
ness under the name of Lisle Aix Service, to operate as a passengexr
air carrier as defined in Section 2741 of the Public Utilities Code
for transportation of passengers between the po£n£8'and.ét the xates

particularly set forth in Appendix A attached hereto and!made a part
hereof.

2. In providiﬁg service pursuant to the certificate herein

granted, applicant shall comply with and observe the folldwing
regulations:

a. Within sixty days after the effective date
hereof, applicant shall file a written
acceptance of the certificate herein granted.
By accepting the certificate of public con-
venience and necessity herein granted, appli-
cant is placed on notice that it will be
required, among other things, to file annual
reports of its operations and to comply with
such rules and General Orxders as may, from
time to time, be promulgated by the Commission.

Within sixty days after the effective date of
this ordex, spplicant shall establish the
sexvice herein authorized and file in tripli-
cate, and concurrently make effective, a
taxriff satisfactory to the Commission.

The effective date of this order shall be the date hereof.
Dated at  San Francises » California, this KA day
OCTOBER —  , 1965. T s

Commissioner Willigp M. Bennett, boin%
pecessarily absent, &id not participate
in the disposition of this procoollng.
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Appendix A | LISLE FUNERAL HOME, Original Page 1
| a California corpcration

Lisle Funeral Home, a California corporation, do.ing “
tusiness under the name of Lisle Aix Sexrvices, by the certificate
of public convenience and necessity granted by the decision noted
in the margin, is authorized to TransSport passengers as a passenger

alxr carrier as follows:

Applicant ig authorized to conduct passenger
service between Fresno and Sacramentvo-.-

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission.

69867

Decision No.

s Applicatioxi No. 478¢3.




