
Decision No. 69891 -----
BEFORE THE Pt.1:SLIC utILITIES COMMISSION OF THE S'rATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Investigation on the Coccissionfs ) 
own :otion into the operations, ) 
praet:tees, rates and charges' of ) 
L. A. MASON TRUCKING CO., a ) 
corpo~ation. ~ 

Case No. 7485 . 

Lionel Avis Mason, for respondent. 

Robert Cot Marks and Ricbard D. Lowe, for the 
COC01ssion steff. 

OPINION 
.-. ~ ...... - --. ..... ---

Decision No. 65060, dated March 12, 1963 in the above­

euti.tled !latter concluded that respondent had violated Sections 

3664'and'3737 of the Public Utilit:tes Code and oxdered in ordering 

paragraph 1 that: respondent pay a fine to the Cor:cission of $2,000. 

Said fine was due and payable no later than August 7, 1963. 

By en order dated May 4, 1965~ the Coccission reopened 

this proeeeding for the litlited purpose of receiving evidence to 

detercine respondent's ability to pay said fine and eo deter.m1nc 

whether it should be codified or rescinded. 

A public bearing was beld before Exaciner Gravelle in 

Los Angeles on August 19, 1965. 

Lionel Avis Mason who was respondent's sole shareholder 

and guiding force was in~ensively exacined by counsel for the 

Coccission staff with regard to both respondent corporation's 

/ 

and his own personal financial ecnd1tion, eoploycent, assets and 

liabilities, insurance, property interests and status as plaintiff 

or defendant in any legal proceedings. 
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Respondent corporation was out of business at the tine 

of tne origin~l he~ring on February 4, 1963. Its last reportable 

incoce was for the second quar:er of 1962 for which it indicated 

gross incot:e of $7,328 0 Its operating authority, Radial Highway 

Co~on C~:rier Percit No. 19-53912 bad been suspended by the 

cot:Oission on July 18, 1962, and was revol<ed at respondent T s 

request on ~y 16, 1963. Ibe corporate operating equipcent, 

consisting of two tr~cks and trailers, bad been repossessed by 

Wegge Motors of Pasadena prior to the initial public bearing; 

there waS no deficiency balance due. lV"ll:. Mason testified that 

pursuant to Decision No. 65060 he cbecked the corpor~te aeeoun:s 

and detercined that itsprineipa1 shipper, .J. W 0 Newquist Co., 

owed it so~ewbere in the neighborhood of $12,000 in undercharges, 

but that said shipper was out of business and "broke" prior to the 

initial public be.oring-and that the corporation had, collected 

absolutely no undereharges. He further testified he bad contac~ed 

an attorney relative to talcLng action against J. W. Newquist Co., 

but that no ac:ion had been taken because there were no funds to 

pay the attorney or to- file suit. The corporate respondent has 

presently outst.:md1ng obligations against it7 excluding the fine, 

of between $3,000 and $4,000. 

lV"Jr. Mason is presently eoployed, and has been for tbe 

past thirteen oontbs, as a postal clerk for the United States 

Postal Service. His pay scale is $2.48 per bour and bis aver.oge 

tal(C hOtle pay is $340 :onthly. His wife is eo.ployed and oakes 

about $200 a nontb. He bas a son who is 26 years of 3ge and 

a daughter 17 who is presently attending college. Tbere~ are no 

savings, securities or otber assets with wbich 'the fine could be 

paid. lV"Jr. Mason is able to =eet only h!s regular obligations as 
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they oceur~ He stated he could not pey the £ine even on an 

installcent basis. 

Va:. Mason has had prior experience in 'the trucking 

business. He was so engaged in the Saeraoento area 13 to 20 years 

ago. That venture ended in bank%uptcy. 

A staff repre~ntative testified to the status of 

respondent's operating authority and to the fact that no part of 

the $2,000 fin~ i~osed by nee1s1on No. 65060 bad been paid as 

of August 19, 1965. 

The CoQCission has set forth in the decision in Case 

No~'7242, also issued today, its jurisdictional ability to 

rescind, alter or acend any of its previously issued orders or 

decisions.. !'hat rationale has application 'to this proceeding 

and is bereby adopted. 

Aft2r consideration the Coco1ssion fiuds that: 

1. L. A. Mason Trucking Corlpany has failed to -pay the fine 

of $2,000 ioposed by Decision No. 65060. 

20 The operating authority of L. A. Y~son Trucking Coopany 

was revoked on May 16, 1963. 

3. L. A. Hasen Trucld.ng Coopany is financially unable to 

pOly the fine of $2',000 itlposed by Decision No. 65060. 

4. L. A. Mason Trucking COt:lpany has Violated Sect:ions3564 

and 3737 of the Public Ut:ilit:ies Code. 

5. L. A. Mason Trucking Cotlpany and Lionel Avis :Mason, 

its sole shareholder, should be specifically inforced of Se¢tion 

3775 of the Public Utilities Code which ~kes the issuance of a 

percit: discretionary whe:e revocation bas occurred pursuant to 

Se¢tion 3774. 
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6. No useful purpose would be served by further efforts to 

collect the fine of $2,000 itlposed upon L. A. Mason T:r:ucking Coopa:lY 

by Decision No o 65060~ 

Based upon the foregoi~g find10gs of fsct the Cocciss1on 

concludes that the fine of $2,000 ioposed by Decision No. 65060 

should be :escinded and that the revocation of respondent's 

operating authority should be ratifiad, but on ~he basis of 

respondent 1s v101~tion of Sections 3664 and 3737 of the Public 

Utilities Coee ratber than at respondent's request. 

OR.DER ..... ---- .... 

IT IS OF.DERED that: 

1<> !he fine i:cposcd upon L" A. Mason Trucking Cocpany by 

orde:ing paragrapb 1 of Deeision No. 65060 is bereby rescinded. 

20 The re".Tocaticu of L. Ao Mason Trucking Coop any r s Radial 

Highway CO'CQon Carrier Pe1:'C1t No. 19-53912 on May 16, 1963, 'Q3de 

at said respondent's request is hereby ratified ontbe basis of 

violation by respondent of Sections 3664 and 3737 of the Public 

Utilities Code. 

The Secreta:y of toe Coccission is directed to e~~se 

personal servie~ oftbis o:der to be ~de ~on respondent. 

The effec~ive oate of this oreer cball be twenty days 

after t!le dat:e of such personal service. tX n 
If Da1:ed at ,San ~clseO , California) tbis ~ 

day of v /~~<.»J . , ·1965. 

-4-


