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Decision No. 69962 ' ORIGINAL 
BEFORE 'THE PUBLIC, UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO~"IA 

1-0. t;he Ma.tter of, the Application of ~ 
PACIFIC: GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPAJ.W· 
for authorization to abandon a 
portionofits'TuolumneWater 
System,. SOnora District:. ' ~, 

______ ~(W~at~e~r~) ___________________ ) 

OPINION ......... ~--~ .... 

Applica.tion .,No~ 4787:J. 
(Filed Septem.oer' 3" 1965);. :' 

Pacific Gas and Elect~ic Company (hereinafter c~lled , 

P. G. & E.) seeks an order permitting it to abandon a portion of its 

'I'uol1JXDnc Water System, Sonora District" in Tuolumne County. 

The record' indica.tes that P. G. & E.· f s T.uol'l.lmne Water 

System) Sonora Dist;rict , consists of approximately 7.9 miles· of e~ls , 
\"! 

and ditches and seven regula:t:ing and standby reservoirs. The portion ' 
. . 
. '" 

of the system't'.'hieh P .. G. & E. seeks to abandon consists primarily 

of 2,242 feet of Racetrack Caruil, which portion ,~s 'principally an' 

open' ditch with a number of short piped sectiOns. 'The' verified ap-" 

plication avers that the portion of the system sought to' be abandoned "C' 
'" .. " . 

serves t:wo customers· with untreated water for irrig~tiOtl.p'.lrposes; 

tb.3,t this portion of the-system represents a net investment 0·£· 

$2,099; that during the years 1962 to 1964 P.~. & E.'s earnings on 

this portion of the system show .an Average n~t loss of $1>074 per 

year; that if permission to abandon the facilities under consider­

ation is not gr.9nted,. it will beneeessary for 1" .. G. & E., to . spend 

oet:ween $3,.000 and $5 ,.000 to maine.ain satisfactory service to-the 

two customers; that the Gibbs 'lto,nch·Water Company (hereinafter 
, , , 

rcferred·to as Gibbs) is a public utility water company.a.uthorized 
. .';: . 

to serve the area. in "tI1hich'P. G. & E. seeks to' abandon <thefaeilities . 
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in question; that Gibos has agreed to serve the two P'.G. & E. cus­

tomers on the portion of the system sought to be abondoned; that 

service by Gibbs, to the two customers would not result in any 

increase in rates and that the two customers have no' objection to 

the proposed abandonment by P .. G. & E. a.nd;receiving'serv1ce from 

Gibbs. 

The application also avers that the area surrounding the 

facilities sought to be abandoned is being subdivided into lots for 

suburban residences; that Gibbs will provide domestic water service 

to these residences; that R.:lcetrack ReservOir, one of thcf.2cilit1es 

sought'to be abandoned, is located in the 'Olidst of a residential 
I " 

tract .ltld is unsightly and aesthetically displeasing; ,and: that if 

the requested abandonment is pe:mittedthis condition would be 

eliminated. PeG. & E. attached' to the application a. letter£rom 
, I 

Gibbs indicating it would giveserviee, to the two customers'. and' 

letters from the customers indieatingno objection to the,applica­

tion. 

The Commission makes the following ,findings :and con ... 

elusion. 

Findings' of Fact 

'1. A public hearing is not necessary in this matter .. 

2. The abandonment of that portion of P. G. & E.'s Tuolumne 

Water System, Sonora Distriet, more particularly described'in 

ExhibitB'attached to Application No. 47873, would not be, a.dverse 

to'the p\lblic interest~' 

, Conclusion of Law' 

P. G. & E. should be authorized to abandon the facilities 

of its Tuolumne Water System, Sonora District, more particularly 

described in Exhibit B attached to ApplieationNo. 47a73~ 
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ORDER 

II IS ORDERED that: 

1. Within s.ixmonths' af1:er the effective date of this order 

Pacifie, Gas and Electric Company may abandon the public utility' 

, water facilities of ,its Tuolumne Water Sys1:em, Sonora District, 

more particularly described in Exhibit B attached to Application 

No. 47873;, provided, hO\\Tever, said facilities, shall not be'abandoned 

until Gibbs Ranch Water Company has commenced service to customers 

c. V. Sheatsley and J. A~ Kamerschen. 

2. Pacific Ga.s and Electric Company shall, on or before the 

date of actual discontinuance of serviee, refund all customers' .. 

deposits and advance's for construction relating to the portion- of 

the system authorized to be abandoned, if any, which are subjeet,to 

refund) and within thirty days 1:hereafter shall noti~ this Com­

mission of any such action Which is taken. 

3. If the authority herein granted is exercised, Paeif:Le'Gas 

and Electric Company sh8.ll notify this Commission in writing 0'£ the 
, ' 

date service is actually discontinued. Said notification shall be 

filed within thirty days after discontinuance of service-. 

4.. Upon due compliance with all of the foregoing requirements 

of this order, Pacific Gas and' Electric Company shall stand relieved' 

of all further public uti~ityobligations and liabilities in 
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connection with the operation of the pOX'tion of its public utility 

water system herein authorized to be abandoned and from which service 

is discontinued. 

The effective date of this order shall be, twenty days after 

the date hereof. 
San Fnmd8c» Dat'ed at __________ , California, this 

day of. __ N_O_VE~"M_B.;;;.;ER:.:..-__ , 1965.' 
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. / .'9'c,/ .' . .. .. . tx:;7). 
, .' ... , .. /., 

commissioners . 

Commissioner. P~tor E. Mitchell,;.' bO~rle: 
nocosSIll'llY(\bsen't, .414 . not. part1c1pl3:te 
1n. :the 41Spo:J1t1QDot ~:J proCQ,,4.i.q':· 
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