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Pecision No. ___ 70065

 BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALTFORNIL

Application of the City of
El Segundo, California, for | |
an order authorizing con- - : o
struction of a crossing at Application No. 47429
grade between the Harbor (Filed March 23, 1965) .
Line.of The Atchisom, Topeka A o

and Santa Fe Railway >

and Douglas Street In the City
of Fl Segundo, California.

Auten F. Bush, for the City of El
Segundo, applicant.

Ja C. Bill for The Atchison, .
%opeEE ana‘ggﬁta Fe Railway Company,
protestant.

Lester Peake, for the City of Manhattan
Beach; KEEén, Gleaves & Larson, by
Norman Oliver, for the Unimerc Corpo-
ration; John E. %%ighzéoforjthg Utah
Construction g Co.; J. Jason
Gale, for the Aerospace Corporation; -
Stanley Footlik for Scientific Data
Systems; Jack G. Wood, for Bughes
adlreraft To.; Richard H. Nolan, for
Consolidated Controls Corporation;

and Matt Franich, for the Unimere
Corxporation, interested parties.

W. F. Hibbard and John P. Dkleja for
"?ER?T&EEEIEEion'sEEfIT—f-_-_Jf)

By the application herein the City of EL Segundo (City)
requests an order for the construction of Douglas Street at grade
at.Mile Post 2H-14g9 across the single line of track of'The‘

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company (Railway) in said
Sty - _, -
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Public hearings on the applicatﬁmnvnxo'held before
Examiner Rogers in Los Angeles on Sepcember 2] and 22, 1965
and the application was submitted., Xt is ready.for decision.

By a prior application, the Citcy ‘sought .autbority to
make a croasrng at Mile Post 2H-14. 9 heretn considered as well
as Crossing No. 2H-14.7. The Commission authorized the Crocstng
No. ZH-14.7, but denied suthority to make the herein considered
crossing at Mile Post 2H-14.9 (Decision No. 65703, dated July 12,
1963, in Applicetioc No'. 45112). | Crossing No. 2-14.7 wcs'._cor-".
pleted September 20 1965. | | -

The location of the proposed crossing,(Mile PoscC: 2H-14 9)‘S'

and the Railway 8 lines of track are shown on. Exhibit 1 herein.
This exhibit also shows the location of imdustries in the area _
with which we are concerned The area is approximarely one mile
square, is bounded by El uegundo Boulevard on the north, Sepulveda
Boulevard on the west, Rosecrans Avenue on the souch, and Aviacion ‘
Boulevard on the east. It 13 zoned for heavy industry. o
Douglas Street, which is approximately 1, 300 feec west”
: of and parallel to Aviation Boulevard, extends from Imperial
Highway, which is onme mile north of El Segundo Boulevard souch
across El Segundo Boulevard and over Crossing No.-ZHfl4.7 tora
dead eod approximately 200 feet north of‘che‘proposed crossing;
Douglas Street has also been’ constructed becween the proposed
¢rossing and Rosecrans Aveoue. A dead-end streec, Park Place, .
extends west from Douglas Street between the proposed crossing

and Rosecrans Avenue. The City of Mhnhatcan Beach has tentative
‘ plans to extend a street on the approximaze alignmenr of Douglas
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Street south from Rosecrans Avenue. When and if tﬁis street is ;o‘
be constructed is not known at the present time.

The San Diego Freeway 1is approximately one-fourch.mile
east of and parallel to Aviation Boulevard and has on and off xamps. o
at El Segumdo Boulevard and Rosecrans Avenue. ,

Utah Avenue extends between Douglas Street and Aviation
Boulevard. South thereof is Alaska Avenue which also extends
between Douglas Street and Awiation Boulevard Hawaii Street
extends from.Alaska Avenue, commencing at a point midway between
Douglas Street and Aviation‘Boulevard, south and east-to_Avia:ion v///
Boulevaxrd. All of these streets are north of thé probosedféidésiﬁg 
and south of Crossing No. 28-14.7. There is no public crossing of
‘the Railway south of the latter crossing by Douglas Street..rA.
private road known as Kramer Avenue extends from approximately'the
‘west end of Alaska Avenue west across the Railway's Redondo‘Beach ~
branch and Wilmington branch, infra, approximately 300 feet $ou:h
of-fhe switch point for the said branches.

Applicant's line of track from Los Angeles extends from
approximately the intersection of £l Segundo-Boulevard'ahd~Av£atidn'
Boulevard southwest approximately‘GOO feet past Crossing | |
No. 2B~14.7 where the linme branches. The Redondo Beach branch
crosses Rosecrans Avenue appréximately 800 feet easﬁ'of Sepulvedap
Boulevard. The Rallway has side tracks on this branch between the
switch point and Rosecrans Avenue. The Wilmington braﬁch éx:éndS’
south and east from the switch point and crosses. over thé '

incersectzon of Rosecrans Avenue and Awiation Boulevard at

separated grades. The Razrway has a sxngle line of track between

N
AL
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'_:he switch point .for the two branches and a point southeast of - |
the intersection of Rosecrans Avemxe and Avistion Boulevatd A
track south of the Mtch point comnects. the Redondo Beach braoch
and the Wilmington branch. 7This latter track also comnects with
Southern Pacific Company tracks in the.area and must be"keiat‘
~ open. The propoaed croesing is to be over the kﬂ.mi.ngt:on branch

appro:d.mately 1,500 fecet south and east of the sw:i.tch po:l.nc for
‘:he Rzdondo Beach brc:rh and the Wilmington. branch appro:d.mately
1 975 feet from Crossing No. 2H-14.7, and 1,830 feet from the
, br:tdge over the intersection of Rosecrans Avenue and Av:{.ation
Boulevard. The Railway's El Segundo depot is in the ;.triangle
formed by the Redondo Beach bramch, the Wilmington branch, and
the connecting line. There are several industries in the space
east of Douglas Street and noxth of ‘the Wilmingtan branch.
Development is also taking place south of the Wilmington branch
and on both sides of the new Douglas Street. a | |
| Representatives of various e:d.scing or proposed indus-
tries in the areas morth and south of the proposed crossing
testified in support of the opening thereof ‘I'heir principal |
contention was that opening the crossing would enable employees,
either present or :Eutm:e, to leave and recum from. theiz places
of employment in and near the area without :anurring' delays due
to traffic congestioﬁ on the four highways surreunding the ares.
It was also contended that commication in the ‘aree'woﬁld be
improved by opening the crossing.

An engineer : for t:he C:Lty testified that the crossing

is needed for che developmenr. in t:he area; t:hat new industries
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are developing and are planned therein and t:ha.t the cxossing
is essential te the growth thereof He testiffed that a
separation of grades is not economically .ceas:l.ble.' He a.lao
testified that, in his opinion, the only traff:!.c on Dm:glas
Street, if it is opened between El Segundo Boulevard and
Rosecrans Avenue, will be traffic ~originating at or- destined
to the area. It was h:'.s op:i.nion that when the area :{.s fully
developed there will be 8,000 to 10 000 vehicles per day ove::
the crossing. | . o

A representative of the El Segundo Police Department
testified that the crossing is needed to facilitate police
protection. He also stated that there are private crossings
available to the police. These ar:e used now 'and can be used
1€ the crossing is not opened. | |

A representative of the EL Segundo Fire Department
testified that the crossing would ald fire protection in the.
area in the v:.cinity of Roseorans Avenue south of the- cross:l.ng‘ 3
when there is congestion on the principal h:tghways wh:Loh bound‘
the area. , | _ \,

An assistant engineer for ‘the Railway testified that
a crew is maintained at the Railway's depot éouth of the June-~
tion of the Redondo Beach and Wilmington branches; that the '
visibility in the vicinit:y of .the proposed crossin.g-'isf good
except in the southeast quadrant where t:liere is a parkiﬁg lot,
and parked vehicles thereon block views of the train from |
vehicles traveli.ng north toward the proposed crossing, thac the
Rallway would prefer a separation of g'rades, and that :I.f a grade
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crossing is authorized, it should be protected by four No. 8
flashing light signals, supplefnented with automatic gates,

An office engineer for the R.a;'.‘lwéy,‘ whose main duties
are to estimate costs of automatic protection, estimated t:he :
cost of four No.. 8 flashing light: signals, supplemented with
automatic gates, to be e $30, 104. He stat:ed there would be a0
technical problems %o installing gat:es, except: that the crossing
would be at an angle of appro:d.mat:ely 45° which would requ:b:e "
exceptionally 1ong gates., He stated that: the rn.nging circui«.
for txaffic from Wilmington would necessarily be 1, 232 £eet
long from the center of the proposed crossing, and from Loa
Angeles the circuit would commence 800 feet from the center of
the crossing. These. circuits are for trains going 20 :niles per.
hour. He said that time-out circuits allow the gates to rise
after a train occupies the circuit for a stated period of timca.

Exhibit 9 herein lists ‘all trainmovementc for a 24-hour j
period commencing at 9 a.m. on Sept:ember 16, 1965. During this
period there were 24 movements across the proposed crossing.
Two of these movements were by motor cars carxying inspect:ion
persomnel. These vehicles are insulated so. that they d9~ not
activate gates. Ten of these movements were by switch: éngines‘
which operate in the area 24 hours per day. These moirémgnt:k
occur at any time of the day or night: and would océup'y. the
crossing site for short periods.only. The remaining movements
were by trﬁins which operate 'regula.rly and vary in length from
35 to over 100 cars. The trainmaster stat:ed that the tra.ins
from Los Angeles would not presem: too mch of a problem at’ the
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proposed crossing There are, he said, ‘two trains from Wilm:l.ngton,‘f e
however, which necesaa.tﬂy stand on the Wilmington branch track |
between the ex:,st:t.ng erossing of. Douglas Street ‘and the bridge N
at the intersectiom of Roaecrans Avenue and Aviation Boulevard. .‘
These trains, because of their lengths, necessarily, in most
instances, are parked across the proposed Douglas Street crossing
site. One of these trains requires servicing on. the track at -
the site of the crossing and would require blocking the erossing
site for as much as two hours and 45 minutes. Another train
stops on the east leg of the wye while caxs are p_iekedf up and, |
in most mstanoes, would block the site of the ctos"sing. ' -_
sa:!.d there is mo place for the trains from Wilmington to park,
except north of Rosecrans Avenue a.nd south of the e:d.sting |
crossing. He said that if the trains were broken at. the proposec‘lf
eroesing site, it would require from three to five minetesf,to ;
build wp air before the trains could be moved. )
Findi..ngs’ _ ‘
| We find that: - |

1. That portion of the City of EL Segundo, bounded by
E1 Segundo Boulevard, Sepulveda Boulevard, Rosecrans Avenue,
and Aviation Boulevard, is a. eonmereiallp zoned' azea."“’"and is . -
appro:dmately one mile square. | |

2. There is no north—south street therein except Douglas :
Street. | o | ” “

3. Douglas Street tetminates north of the. propoeed ,
crossing It is also comstructed south of the proposed crossing | ;

to Rosecrans Avenue.
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4. The Railway has approximately 24 tra:l.n movements per '

.day across the site of the proposed cross:i.ng. Two of these |
movements are by motor cars which are insulated against acti-
vating automatic protection. The remaining movements include “
movements by switch engines with from ome to 15 cars as well
as non-echedﬁled trains. There are two regular trains six
| days per week in each direction which contain 35 to 100 cars
each. The movements from Wilmington to Los Angeles include
two trains which must be parked on the s:!.ngle line of track
between the intersection of Rosecrans Avenue and Aviation
Boulevard and the switch point: ,for the Redondo Beach braneh.
One of these latter traims 1is held while switchj.egntakes‘- place
from the Redondo Beach branch. - The other train is held 'whﬂe |
cars are inspected and bearings replaced. This latter operation
requires as much as two hours and 45 minutes. Because of the
lengths of these trains, they frequently extend over the si.te
of the proposetlf crossing. If they were br_oken at the crossing
site, it would take three to five minutes after';the'_!tre:'m 1s
recomected before it could be moved. | | | |

5. The Ci;ty desires to construct Douglas Street across
the proposed crossing site to enable it to develop the entire |
area commerclally, assist :Ln pol:.ce protection, and expedite
fire protection for points in the southern portion of the ares.”

6. The area south of the proposed cross:l.ng site :Ls being
developed comercially.

7. The Railway could operate its trains if Douglas Street
were open across the t::ack at the proposed crossing s:f.te.' The :




A, 47629 @w

opening of Douglas Street, however, would seriously inconveh-

jence the Railway and cause much added time for maintaining
its services in the area. . | B

8. Opening the Douglas Streeccroasiog would,_on‘some |
occasions, assist the City in méintaining_fire proﬁection and
police protection, but there ére alternace<methodézo£'readhing
the area south of the proposed crossing which are nearly as
fast as 1if the proposed crogsing were open. The police'can
use private crossings to secure access to the area 3ou€h of
the proposed crossing

9. A separation of grades at the proposod crossing is
feasible and would permit the Railway to contimue its opera-
tions and would enhance the public safety and welfare.

10. Public-safety-reqpirea‘tbac {f the proposed crossing

is open, it be at separated grades.

Conclusion

We conclude that the reqpest\for authority to open -
Douglas Street at grade across the Wilmington branch of the
Railway at Mile Post 2H~14.9 should be denied.
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IT IS ORDERED that authority to extend Douglas Street
across The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company's
track at Mile Post No. 2H-14.9 is denied. -

The effective date of this oidér shall be twenty days
after the date hereof. | u - -

«l‘ﬂ?/

Dated at  San Franciscq Californié; this
day of DECEMBER , 1965.




