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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF.CALIFORNIA |

In the Matter of the Application of

THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA FE

RATLWAY COMPANY, a corporatiom, and

RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY, INC,, a | -
coxporation, for authority to dis~ Application No. 47590
continue ageney service at their (Filed May 17, 1965)
station at Planada, County of Merced, .
State of California, and to remove '
their station building therefrom,

John J. Balluff and Henry M. Moffat,
for applicants. |

I. N, Petersen, for Reiman Mills, Inc., Planada
Packers, C. E. Spurlock, Theodore Sowder and
William Wilson; Ralph 0. Norton, for
Transportation-Comaunicetion Lmpioyees Union
protestants. o

Kemneth G. Soderlund, for the Commission staff.

OPINION

A duly noticed public hearing was held befbre Examiner
Power on Jﬁly 29 and 30, 1965 at Merced and the matter was sube
mitted subject to the f£iling of 5riefs.on one certain point.
Applicants were to file an opening brief, protestants an answering
brief; and gpplicants a xeply brief. By letter received at the‘ |
Cpmmission's office on September 24, 1965, applican;s'waived’theirj'
right to file a reply brief and the matter is rcady for decision
as of that date. | | |

Planada is locéted 8.8 rail miles'eastwerd of‘the'_”
Merced statiom. Appiicants seck to terminate their agemcies at‘
this place and Santa Fe seeks authority to remove ité station
‘ buil&ing. If the application ié'granted Santa Fe will con:iu@e

Planada as a~nonagencyj$tation but R.E.A. will ccase“sngice thé:e.
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R.E.A. service will, of course, comtimue to be available im
Merced., |

An R.E.A. witness testified that the amount of busineét
transacted by his company at Planada would not justify the training?
of a merchant agent, assuming ome could be found. The total amount
of Planada revenue reccived by this comp any is,not in évidenoe.
dowever, Santa Fo'é‘proportion of express revenue-appeaxs in
Exhibit No. 13. In 1963 it wac $103.17; in 1964, $137. 43.

Santa Fe introduced several exhibits, four of wh;ch
anulyzed the amounr of work in cach category per day whlch was
performed by the agent A work year of 254 days wasrusedﬁ
Exhibits Nos. 5 through 8 contain 12 categorieo,'of vhich 7 are
omitted because there was no wofk at all done'in them, Tho omitted
categories are: Wéstern‘Uoion messages, pieces of baggage,'passen-‘
ger tickets, sacks of mail, cans of milk, depot deliveries‘aﬁd |
damage inspection Yeports. The cther flve categories with 1nnual
totals and daily averages ngen are:

) 1965
1963 1964 (Ist 6~Mbs.)

Daily Daily Daily
Total Average Total Average Total Avcraze‘

No. of Waybills 26 .1 2% .09 1 09

No. of Freight bills 70 .3 58 .2 17 L4

Carload traffic : « , D
(No. of cars) 75 .3 58 .2 19 .15

less carload. traffic : : , - o
(No;,of‘shipments)f 13 .05 .04 3 .02

Caxr orders 12 .05 6 .02 0 .0

It istnot necessary to'comment on the facts shown 1n the tabulation.
| The Santa Fe proposes to have its personnel fxve in

number, at Mbrced, perform the ageney services at Planada. This'

agency is now covering the stations at w1nton, Pritchard Castle
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‘Air Force Base and Tuttle westwerd of Merced. 1Im Application
No. 47583 it provoses to place its Le Grand Station, eastwerd of
both Planada and Mexced, under the Merced ageney. This woald add
up to seven statioms to be covered by the staff at Merced

Planada businessmen testified in opposition to the
application, A Planada cannervtestified that he uses both Santa
Fe and R.E,A. (the latter for semples) It would be an inconvenience
to send these the additional distance to Mexced. Another witoess is
proprictor of 2 store; a third operates a feed will at Planada;. a
fourth has a lumber yard; and a £ifth manages a fig cooperative and
is county supervisor for the district. The Boaxd of SuperVisors |
transmitted to the Cormd.ssion a resolution prote.ting the reduction '
of the Le Grand and Planada statiens to nonagency status. |

An attorney for protestants offered in eVidence a number
of title doouments relating to the acquiSition by Senta Fe of its
property in Planada. Santa Fe acquired its property intthreesdeeds :
(to the San Francisco and San Joaquin Valley Railroad Company;\ité'
predecessor) all dated in 1896. Copies of these vere offered rn ,
evidence as nxhibits Nos. 20 through,zz Consrderation was nominal
in all of them. From Exhibit No. 23 an agreement between a grantor
" and the San Franeisco and San’ Joaquin Valley Railroad Company, it
appears that the object of the grantors was to develop a town. L
Presumably, the p.esence.of a railroad‘and:itS'station would‘advence
this_projeot.‘ | | o

| Applicants objected to admission of all of the title

exbibits. The Examiner overruled the obJections on the ground that
en attack on Santa T='e s title to its righ* of way mign- cause
erpense and the applicants moved to strike. It was this motion |

waich was the subject of the briefs referred to in. the first para-
graph of tnis opinion.
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It 2ppeaxrs to the Commlssion that the obgection of
Santa Fe to this evidence goes rather zo the weight than the
a&missibility of'it.  It was pertinent to-showthét closiﬁg of
the station nﬁght impose an expense on the railroad.

It is clear that there is not enough‘work~té'keep.ah"
agent busy even hdlf'ttme;f

It is true that the Railway w1ll 1f the station is
c;osed stelll be able to render an adequaze service at blanada.
It must be borﬁe in mind that the duty ¢£ a cocmon carricr is to
carry property promptly and safely. Tt does not include the
necessity'of_rendering the sexrvice by any specific ﬁéthbdadt .
through certain specific.classifications of employees.

. The Commission finds that:
1. Pubiie conveniénce and mecessity no-lohger require’
the maintenance by The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe‘Rainayv
Company and Railway Express Agency, Inc. of agenciés’aé Planada,
Merced County. o | . | ‘
2. After the termination of the agency at Plamada, the

station buildin~ there will not be needed‘iﬁ'the publicveervice.

The Fommmuszon concludes that the applicatxon should [

be graanted. Tue motion to strike is denied.
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CEDER

W G . R

IT IS CRDERED that: | |
1. The Atchisom, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company and -
Railway Express Agenéy, Iné. are authorized to discontinue their
agencles at Planada, Merced County, subject to the'fbliawing

conditions::

(a) The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company
shall maintain said station in a nonageney status
for the receipt or delivery of freight in any

quantity, carload or less.

(b) Within one hundred twenty days after the effective
date hereof and not less than ten days prior to
the discontinuance of the agencies at Planada,
Mexced County, applicants shall cach post a
notice of such discomtinuance at the station and,
within onme hundred twenty days after the effcc-
tive date hereof and on not less than ten days’
notice to the Commission and to the public,
applicants each shall file in duplicate amendments
to their tariffs showing the change authorized
herein and shall make rcference in such notice
and tariffs to this decision as authority for
the changes. In no event shall the agent be
removed, pursuant to the authority hereinabove
granted, earliexr than the effective date of the
taxlff £ilings required hereunder.

(c) Within thirty days after discontinuance of service
as herein authorized, applicant shall, in writing,

notify this Commission thereof and of compliance
withfthe‘abovevconditions. :

2. After the authority granted by paragfaph 1 6f;this order
has been exercised and’the*conditionsfthe:eof have~béen comp1iéé;‘-5

o
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with, The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company may

remove its station buzlding at Planada, Merced County.
The effective date of this order shall be twenty days

| after the date hereof | | |
'Dated at . “SaxFrencisco , Califormia, this __Zle?"
DECEmo.x . . 1965. | '

day of




